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Citizens Rights Watch, is an international human 
rights non-governmental organization comprised by 
professional volunteers from around the globe.
 Its volunteers include politics experts, lawyers, 
journalists, and academics.

Citizens Rights Watch is utilizing new technologies, 
and through online activism, is raising awareness of 
human rights violations, focuses on educating the 
people about their rights, and advocates through all 
media possible for citizens' rights around the world.

Citizens Rights Watch promotes, supports, and work as an 
effective tool to protect Human Rights as stated in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Vision:

Monitor governments' compliance to THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS with focus on 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights.
Mission:

To encourage and drive ruling authorities in the world to focus on their citizens rights. Through online 
activism, and by using innovative technological tools, to push for the realization of universal human rights.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizens_Rights_Watch
www.citizensrw.org
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A letter 
from our 

Secretary 
General

HUMAN
RIGHTS

London, August 2015

This is our 2nd Newsletter. It is a product of 
a number of human rights activists, working 
together to raise awareness of human rights 
issues, and give voice to citizens that cannot 
stay silent in face of injustices. There are so 
many issues that we haven’t raised, so many 
injustices that we did not condemn, but it is 
not possible in one newsletter to be fully 
inclusive. Please send us your opinion, or an 
article to raise awareness on a human rights 
issue that you want to be communicated. 
You are welcome to join us and contribute in 
any way you can and want.

We cordially welcome our new authors and fellow activists who are coming from all around the world, and through their 
contributions we can raise awareness about human rights issues that are not part of the mainstream media’s first pages.

In Citizens Rights Watch, we have one mission: to condemn injustices, raise awareness of human rights violations, and 
push for change in a democratic way, by uniting our voices in demanding our rights. By using the tool of political shame to 
keep governments accountable for wrong practices, and for failing to fulfill their promises for human rights protection. 
We use the power of the new technologies, and the unprecedented opportunity to connect online and communicate with 
thousands like-minded people. United our voices become stronger!

We are basing our human rights work on online activism, and on the power that peoples can exercise when united, against 
the arbitrary interferences of our governments. We needed a platform to advocate for human rights and speak out about 
injustices. That been said, you are all welcome to join us, and use our resources to that ends as well.

We are a newly founded international human rights NGO, with little resources, but we are growing through the need of our 
activists to speak up in an impartial and free way about human rights. You are all welcome to join us, and contribute from 
whichever post you see fit. Contact us through social media or email us, follow us on twitter, or check out our website.

We welcome articles, letters, or campaign suggestions, new members, activists, and friends!

Join us, we need your support and help!
Thank you!
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Dr. Zoi Aliozi

Secretary-General of Citizens Rights Watch 
zoi@citizensrw.org
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Editors Note Human Rights Crises in Greece
We should talk about Greece, but this time from a different 
perspective. Not in economic terms, but from a human rights 
angle. It may not be that obvious at first glance, but there is a 
major human rights harm that goes unnoticed by the 
international community. That is the human rights violations 
that are keep on multiplying and flourishing in the Greek 
People’s expense. The first thing we all know when we hear 
about Greece is the economic crises, and the financial 
struggles of the country to pay back her loans to the banks.

But what about the people? The increase of suicide rates, the 
fast growing unemployment rates, the destruction of the health 
system, and the inability of Greek patients to receive health 
care, the anemic academia, the destruction of the educational 
system, the degrading and exploitation of the land and 
properties, the Canadian gold companies destroying the land 
and sea in Halkidiki, the desperation spread on young people,
the huge numbers of migration, the corruption that flourishes, 
the evictions, the human rights of future generations, the  

GREEK HUMANITARIAN CATASTROPHE IN NUMBERS: 
• 45% -The number of pensioners in Greece below poverty. Pensions declined by 27% (2010-2014).
• 337% -The increase of the tax burden on poorest Greeks (2008-2012). For the richest was 9%.
• 20,000 -The number of people in Greece that are homeless (as of 2013) -doubled since 2009.
• 35% - Increase in the rate of suicide in Greece since 2011.
• 54% -The number of Greeks that are not adequately fed. (Prolepsis Inst.)
• 49.7% - The number of young people unemployed in Greece as of March 2015.
• 40.5% - The percentage of children in Greece living in poverty, up from 23% in 2008.
The Humanitarian Crises TRUMPS the Economic one! The value of HUMAN LIFE is not comparable!

pensioners, the insecurity, the defamation, the illegal capital 
controls, the propaganda of the financial institutions, the 
financial terrorism. The poverty and the hungry, 
homelessness, the cases of people that suffocated and died 
from using charcoal burning barbeques to heat up their 
homes and children, the police violence, the persecutions, the 
popularity of Nazism and extreme right-wing parties (golden 
dawn)…and fascist groups...

When A HOUSE IS BURNING, we don't try to save the silver
…we try to save the people! The value of human beings cannot
be compared to economic debts. The gross violations of human 
rights due to austerity measures and the State’s debt, is a 
phenomenon that cannot be tolerated or allowed by human 
rights defenders. Especially not in a free Europe, which is built 
on the values of human rights. There is a priority when dealing 
with issues of the State, and the human rights issues belong on 
the top of the ladder.
Take a look at the numbers bellow:
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UN human rights experts have stressed that: no treaty or loan agreement can force a country to violate the civil, cultural, 
economic, political and social rights of its population, nor can a loan agreement negate the sovereignty of a State.
Foreign debt is no excuse to derogate from or violate human rights or to cause retrogression in contravention of articles 
2 and 5 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
Read more at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16170&LangID=E

In Solidarity with the Greek people

Contact us:

By Dr. Zoi Aliozi 
Editor-in-Chief
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Interviewing 

Ruth Mumbi, 

Human Rights 

Social Justice 
Defender and 

Activist

This interview was conducted by Athanasia Zagorianou, 
CRW Researcher & Content Editor of the 
‘Citizens Voices’ Newsletter

1. When did you decide to become a human rights defender
and why did you focus on women?

I actively began my human rights work in 2007 after a close 
friend became a victim of extra judicial killing by the Kenya 
police force in that year. Earlier on I watched as the violations 
escalated year after year eventually culminating in the killing 
or disappearance of over 500 youth by law enforcement 
officers. This was highlighted by Prof Phillip Aston, UN 
Special Rapporteur in 2008 in his report on extra judicial 
killing in Kenya. It is then that I dedicated myself to make a 
contribution in the elimination of all forms of human right 
violations and especially against the vulnerable members of
the society including women.
  The effort of various human rights organizations eventually 
led to the formation of various commissions of investigation 
and broader police reforms. At the moment, Kenya has an 
effective police oversight authority that works to prevent
police excesses. The oversight committee came asa result of 
the promulgation of the new constitution that guarantees 
human rights for all. The constitution making was a process 
that I had contributed in by mobilizing the voices of young
women to understand the increased rights in the then 
proposed constitution so as they would endorse and vote in 
through a campaign dubbed Warembo Ni Yes, a campaign 
in support of the new constitution.

2. Was there any specific incident or person that inspired
you and triggered your decision to defend women’s rights 
in Kenya?

Yes, in 2007-2009 there was a killer police squad (kwekwe
squad) that was killing young men mainly from low income  

areas commonly known as slums. The majority of these men 
were bread winners. They were married and had children;
others were supporting their parents and relatives. Women 
both young and old became victims of the continuous police 
brutality. The majority of young women were widowed and 
left with children to take care of. The mothers of the victims 
were left so much traumatised and no one was ready to pick 
up on their issues because of the sensitive nature of the cases.
Together with other young women in my locality at Kiamaiko, 
we registered a community based organization by the name of 
KiamaikoYoung Women Resource center. This was a platform
for the widows to share their experiences as part of the healing 
process. The project was also supporting the widows of extra 
judicial killings by giving them soft and flexible loans to start 
small businesses to support themselves and be able to feed the 
young ones.

3. What is your personal view on the state of women’s
rights and human rights in general in your home country?

Kenyan People voted for and promulgated a new Kenya 
constitution in 2010. The constitution is one of the most 
progressive in the world. This opened spaces for women and 
created a legal framework that opened opportunities for them.
Institutions like the Gender Commission were created and the 
constitution stipulates that in both elective and public 
appointed positions there is no more than 2/3 of either gender.
In order to ensure that there is gender balance in elected 
positions the constitution created 47 Women Representative 
seats. The Kenyan constitution Article 28 also prohibits 
discrimination on race, age, sex, religion. Art. 43 guarantees
access to reproductive health care. To achieve this, the 
government has provided free maternal health care for women.
It has also directed that 30% of government procurements are 
reserved for women and youth. Though these opportunities
exist, there are challenges of access to information due to low  
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literacy levels and this has led to an emergence of an elite club 
of women benefiting.
On human rights, the majority of women are victims of sexual 
and gender based violence. They are still regarded as second 
class citizens and in times they do not have freedom of choice 
in terms of dressing.
Kenya being a patriarchal society, it has created a room for 
male perverts to take advantage and humiliate women 
whenever a situation becomes conducive. While men can 
make decisions on what to do, they still want to gain more 
power and control as much as they can, they have denied 
women the right to make decisions, and have gone ahead
deciding for women on what to wear.  Men still believe that 
they must endorse whatever, a woman does while in dressing, 
the emerging trend of undressing of women in Kenya is 
worrying.

4. What are the daily dangers that a human rights
defender encounters?

Grassroot human rights Defenders are the foot soldiers and 
whistle blowers of malpractices like corruption, police 
brutality, and land grabbing amongst others. They do this on 
voluntary basis with no monetary gains. GHRDs educate and
organise their communities to stand up against injustices. Due 
to this work they have been victimised and their own rights 
violated as they try to defend others. They face arbitrary 
arrests, malicious prosecution, being given punitive bail /
bond terms by courts, remands, mockery, women human rights 
defenders are sexually assaulted, they face isolation from both 
family and community, surveillance and loss of privacy. 
Currently, Kenya through parliament has enacted restrictive
legislation that has really compromised freedom of expression, 
freedom of association and many other basic rights such as a 
right to assembly, demonstration, picketing and petition as 
envisaged in the Bill of Rights as outlined in Article 37 of the
Constitution of Kenya 2010.

5. Have you ever experienced any kind of harassment by
Kenyan police and authorities?

On the 28th February 2011, I was arrested, detained, 
maliciously prosecuted and remanded. This was because I had 
participated in a peaceful protest. We spent two days in a 
women's prison, because we were unable to raise the hefty bail
terms slapped on us. We were asked to pay KSH120.000 
equivalent of £876.
The peaceful protest had been provoked by the alarming 
numbers of pregnant women that had died at one maternal 
clinic in one of the urban poor slums. As concerned women, 
we were demanding for better services that will limit the 
maternal deaths at the facility. This is a basic requirement of 
our constitution in the Article 43(1) which states that every 
person has the right to the highest attainable standard of 
health, including reproductive health care.
On 15th of October 2013, I was sexually molested by police 
officers during arrest. Myself, and other civil society 
organizations organized a peaceful march to petition 
Parliament on Kenya’s unjust tax regime that favors the rich 
elite and big corporations at the expense of ordinary poor
Kenyans. We assembled downtown Nairobi at around 10 am. 
The police arrived almost immediately and demanded that we 
disperse, accusing us of holding “an illegal assembly”. Armed
with the constitution, we resisted pointing out that Article 37 
of the constitution guarantees us the right of assembly, 
demonstration, picketing and petition.
The officers used brutal force to arrest us. Out of eight human 
rights defenders arrested, I was the only woman. One of the 
arresting officers sexually molested me by grabbing my private 
parts before shoving me into a waiting truck full of anti-riot 
police who had been brought to disrupt our peaceful protest. 
Although we were later released with no charges against us 
due to international pressure and local support, that very 
immoral act still
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6. Would you like to share with us a few words about the
Bunge la Wamama Mashinani?

Bunge La Wamama Mashinani, that translates to ‘Grassroots 
Women Parliament’, is a movement of disenfranchised women 
whose objective is to give voice to the voiceless women. It 
aspires a society of an empowered woman, who can stand for 
her own rights. Collectively, we have created a platform for 
grassroots women to voice their struggles and address 
economic, political and social issues. We are focusing more on 
gender based injustices, Sexual Gender Based Violence 
(SGBV), socioeconomic inequality and discriminatory cultural
practices. Through organising, we have created a formidable 
platform for women to amplify their voices and connecting 
them to agitate for positive change.

7. Have you noticed any progress in your country since
you started fighting for human rights?

Yes, we now have a progressive constitution that recognizes 
many aspects of human rights that had not been captured in 
the previous constitution. The rights of women, especially in 
their role in leadership are now recognized. Free primary
education, free maternal healthcare have now been entrenched; 
a progressive bill of rights. Also there are independent 
institutions namely Kenya National Commission on Human 
Rights (KNCHR), Indepedent Police Overight Aauthority 
(IPOA), National Police Service Commission (NPSC), Gender 
Commission among others.

8. What is your opinion about the state of human rights in
the Western World?

In the Western world, I am of the opinion that human rights 

are much more advanced and protected through legislation. 
The rights of minorities are well articulated through 
legislation. I however think that a lot has to be done about the
perceived race relations and rights concerning immigrants and 
the war against terrorism. 

9. What change do you hope/wish to bring in your country
through your work?

Empowering and mentoring upcoming Young Human Rights 
Defenders and inculcate the culture of human rights where 
everyone in the society live, respect and defend the same.

10. If you could broadcast a message/advice to the whole
world what would that be?

If human rights are respected by every human being in the 
world, there will be everlasting peace and tranquility all across 
the globe.

11. How and what can we do to help?

I would like to partner with you in agitating for human rights 
in Kenya. You can help by building our organisational capacity 
in terms of documentation, reporting, networking and visibility.
Further we can have exchange and learning platforms.

6Contact us:
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BRIEF OVERVIEW 

What are the most significant human rights and humanitarian 
issues raised since our previous Newsletter?
Citizens Rights Watch makes a quick overview and goes through 
some major moments.
   Human Rights’ - LGBTI Rights’ Win!
May and June were both landmarked by two major human rights 
wins for LGBTI rights!
On 23rd of May, Ireland said a historic Yes to the Marriage Equality 
referendum by voting in favor of equality for LGBTI people and 
opening the way for a real human rights change.
On 26th of June, US Supreme Court held same sex legal across 
the US during its ruling in the landmark case Obergfell v Hodges.
   ECtHR rules that Italy violates the rights of same-sex couples.
Italy does not recognize neither same-sex marriage nor civil 
partnerships. This July, the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECtHR) ruled that Italy violates the rights of same-sex couples by 
failing to provide them with legal protection and recognition. The 
case has been brought to the ECtHR by three homosexual couples 
complaining for violations against their right to private life (Art. 8 
of ECHR) and prohibition of discrimination (Art. 14 of ECHR in 
conjunction with Art. 8).
   Southeast Asian Immigrant Crisis
With Myanmar/Burma refusing to take responsibility on the 
immigrants’ Rohingyas crisis and Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand 
pushing away boats, leaving starved and hydrated Rohingya and
Bangladeshi immigrants at sea to die, the crisis highly escalated 
during these past months. After international criticism Malaysia and 
Indonesia decided to stop turning back the boats. Victims of
constant discrimination, abuse and prosecution by Myanmar, the 
Rohingya people are forced to flee their country in hope for a better 
future. - Once again the issue of Rohingyas’ right to citizenship
comes to the surface!
   Nepal Earthquakes
On 25 April, the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that shook Nepal left 
behind thousands of deaths and millions of people in great need 
of humanitarian aid. The earthquake was followed by a series of 
aftershocks reaching its peak on 12 May when another major 7.3 
magnitude quake hit, killing more than 100 and injuring more 
than 2.000 people. Since the first quake hit the country, the 
government of Nepal, which has declared a state of emergency, 
had been intensively criticized for its slow response to the crisis. 
“Three months after the first of the devastating earthquakes that 
hit Nepal, hundreds of thousands of survivors continue to require 
and rely on urgent humanitarian assistance” said the UN in July.

(MAY-AUGUST 2015)

  

 

Afghanistan: Civilians’ Casualties Increase
On 5th of August the release of the UN report 2015 Mid-year Report 
on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict shows a frightening 
increase in the number of civilian casualties compared to the previous 
year. “In the first six months of 2015, UNAMA documented a 23 % 
increase in casualties among women and a 13 % increase in casualties 
among children”. According to the report “a 78 % increase in civilian 
casualties attributed to Anti-Government Elements from complex and 
suicide attacks in the first half of 2015”.

   Eritrea: Human Rights Violations
UN report disclosed a long list of enormous human rights violations 
in Eritrea in June. Based on the report, “systematic, widespread and 
gross human rights violations have been and are being committed by 
the Government of Eritrea and there is no accountability for them. 
The enjoyment of rights and freedoms are severely curtailed in an 
overall context of a total lack of rule of law.” The report reveals that 
abuse, widespread torture, extrajudicial executions, enforced 
disappearances, incidents of sexual violence, slavery and forced 
labour are prevalent within the country, under the long totalitarian 
regime of President Isaias Afwerki, and “may constitute crimes 
against humanity”.

  Child, Early and Forced Marriage: UNHRC First Substantive 
Resolution
On 2 of July, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), 
during its 29th Session in Geneva, unanimously adopted its first 
substantive resolution against child, early and forced marriage!
Recognizing child, early and forced marriage as a violation of human 
rights and “a barrier to sustainable development [that contributes] to 
perpetuating the cycle of poverty”, the resolution aims to boost the 
global efforts for the prevention and elimination of this practice 
(A/HRC/29/L.15)

Contact us:

By Athanasia Zagorianou

CRW Researcher & Content 
Editor of the ‘Citizens Voices’ 
Newsletter
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Cultural identity is a core element in the life of a community and 
names are one of the most characterizing aspects of a society and 
its culture. Destroying the culture of a people means destroying the 
identity of a society. For such reason, it is important to raise 
awareness about the importance of culture and identity as 
fundamental human rights. This article aims to explore the link 
between names and the identity of a people. In doing this, it will 
also provide a quick analysis of the situation concerning Oromo 
names and identity in Ethiopia.

The importance of names for a society
Names do not only identify persons as such but also show the link 
of individuals with their community and therefore they are a marker 
of cultural identity. Names indicate the belonging to a certain society 
and constitute a strong connection between the person who receives 
the name and the community that gives him/her the name. Names 
are one of the most evident expressions of culture and carrying a 
certain name means sharing the cultural history of a specific 
community. Names contribute to the creation of a sense of 
attachment to a given cultural identity even when individuals live 
far away from their community. Names are often chosen on the 
basis of religion, cultural and literary history, places and values. For 
example, people living in Christian countries tend to give to their 
children names from the Bible or inspired by the Christian tradition, 
while Muslims generally choose the name for their children among 
those of important messengers or prophets related to the Quran.
When a person introduces himself/herself to another, the name is the 
first important indicator of his/her cultural, religious or ethnic group. 
During colonial domination many traditional African names were
changed according to the wishes of the colonizers. This also aimed 
at changing the mind of these indigenous people in order to erase 
their cultural identity. In today’s Nigeria it is very rare to find
Indigenous names among the young generation that usually carries 
British names.
When Africans were forced to leave their continent during the slave 
trade, they were also forced to leave their names and culture and 
therefore their identity receiving new slavery names and a new 
identity.
Today many black Americans have lost the sense of African identity. 
Many black American civil rights activists created movements to 
condemn the cultural genocide committed against them. Among 

those there was also Malcolm who changed his name to Malcolm X 
refusing the name given to him by imperialists. He chose the 
surname “X” to indicate the loss of his true name and identity.

The case of Oromo names
Oromos are an ethnic group living in Ethiopia, Northern Kenya and in 
certain areas of Somalia. They are the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia 
and according to the 2007 census they constitute 34.49% of the 
Ethiopian population. Oromos have been denied any key position in 
government affairs, Oromo literature has been purposely weakened by 
the government and their artistic expression has been limited and 
repressed. In Oromo culture names constitute an important element in 
life and represent a pillar of Oromo identity. Ethiopian regimes are 
trying to make Oromo people lose their identity aiming at developing 
a feeling of proud “ethiopianism” making Oromo people feel 
embarrassed because of their identity. Their goal is to ensure the 
supremacy of Abyssinian culture over the Oromo one and to 
strengthen their assimilation. In order to achieve that regimes have 
prohibited the Oromo language, names and culture in general with the 
private and public humiliation of speakers of Afan Oromo language 
and holders of Oromo names.
With the victory of Minilik during the war against Oromo people 
(1868 – 1900) more than 5 million Oromos
were killed, 100,000 of Habesha settled in fortifications across 
Oromia. Those settlers changed Oromo
place names into Amharic names and prohibited Oromo traditional 
cultural practice. Example of name changes are those of the following 
cities: Addis Ababa (Finfinne), Nazret (Adama), Debrezeit (Bishoftu), 
Zeway (Batu), Asebe Teferi (Chiro), Hageremariam (Bole-Bora) and 
many more. About 2 out of 3 Oromos have an Amaric name. Oromo 
families prefer to name their children with Amaric names instead of 
choosing Oromo ones because having an Oromo name makes feel less 
valued. Many Oromo families changed their names into Amaric ones 
when they moved to town in order to avoid being discriminated. 
Holding an Oromo name is perceived as rural, not modish and 
foolish.  They changed their names not because they have changed 
their identity but because they need to protect their community and 
their family psychological well-being. Many Oromo job-seekers are 
forced to change their Oromo names in order to get an employment in 
an easier way.

Activists' reports

Names and identity
The case of Oromos 
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Unless Female Genital Mutilation is reported to authorities no 
substantial progress can be made to eliminate this Human Rights 
violation against young girls and women, as young as nine months 
old. So why are women not coming forward to authorities?
Firstly, how can a young woman feel empowered to make an official 
complaint when it is her own parents that have organized this, and 
her “cutter” is possibly related to her? With secrecy surrounding the 
communities that engage in these practices, girls are faced with 
conflicting loyalty and fear. The truth is the person likely to be 
convicted is one of her own family members. Secondly, most of 
these girls have no idea that laws exist protecting them from such 
practices, since there is no discussion or education around the 
subject. Female genital mutilation involves the permanent partial or 
entire removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the 
female genital organs, for non-medical reasons. FGM is a cultural 
practice prevalent in up to 29 African communities, as well as in 
some Asian and Middle Eastern countries. As a result of migration, 
FGM now occurs in Australia, where practicing communities have 
settled.
FGM is classified into three major categories:
• Clitoridectomy: partial or total removal of the clitoris, the most
sensitive part of the genitals.
• Excision: partial or total removal of the clitoris and the inner lips
(the labia minora), and is some cases the outer lips (labia majora) 
as well.
• Infibulation: narrowing of the vaginal opening through the
creation of a covering seal, by sewing or stapling together the two 
sides of the vulva.
Aside from the three main types, a further fourth type encompasses 
any other non-medical incision, piercing, scraping or pricking of 
the genitalia.

Despite Female Genital Mutilation being considered a crime in our 
country carrying a prison sentence of up to 21 years in NSW, just 
one conviction has succeeded while others have not made it to trial. 
With one prosecution pending in NSW, and despite our legal 

systems good intentions to deal with the matter, I believe the results 
will be as disappointing as in the UK, where despite its criminal status 
for the past 29 years, only one case has gone to trial.
One of the challenges faced by courts is to gather sufficient evidence 
to prove “intent” of FGM, especially in less severe forms. When a girl 
is as young as 9 months old, how can she testify about what was done 
to her?
Crime prevention through education programs in schools and 
communities, and not criminal prosecution alone, are necessary to 
reduce what is “secretly” common practice in our country, within 
migrant communities.
No FGM Australia, in an investigation to determine how many girls 
are at risk, estimated 1100 girls born in Australia at risk of FGM per 
year; that is 3 girls per day and over 83,000 women and girls born 
outside Australia who have migrated to our country, and are survivors 
of FGM or at risk.
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The campaign of 17 year old Fahma Mohamed, on enlisting head 
teachers to help reach out to every girl at risk of FGM, is an example 
the Government should be following. Funds should be directed 
towards education programs that will allow head teachers the role of 
safeguarding children from danger and death, making prosecution 
of predators more of a reality.

Through the effectiveness of education as an interventional 
strategy, young girls can be informed of its dangers, which include 
death, infertility, childbirth complications, infant and maternal 
mortality during and shortly after childbirth, as well as serious long-
term psychological consequences.

Today young girls are born in a “no choice” situation, pinned down 
by their own mothers and held there, while cut by a sharp object, in 
unsterile environments, by someone that has no surgical expertise. 
These migrant communities are simply plagued with deep social 
pressures to conform, to a practice that has no basis in the Quran or 
any other religious text. As part of the NSW case to reach court, it 
was found that Sydney Sheik Shabbir Vaziri, was telling locals to 
lie to police about the prevalence of FGM in the community.
Its secrecy and taboo status is not allowing for an open conversation 
to exist between members of these communities and the girls at 
risk. Migration services should be working on opening a dialogue 
that intends to deter how these communities treat females, and 
promote the human rights and health of girls and women, to create a 
cultural shift in power.
These communities are now part of a larger society that does not 
tolerate such criminal acts and as such should obey these rules. This 
dialogue needs to involve both boys and men, in order to create 
change and evolve a generation of young migrants, whose 
relationships with each other are based on equality and mutual 
respect.
Mutilating women to secure their worth as virgin brides and to 
preserve the family honor is conformity to a patriarchal regime that 
is both outdated and dangerous.

Promoting education and an open dialogue with, and within these 
communities, the veil of ignorance and silence can be lifted for 
substantial progress.
FGM may have been considered as a way to secure a young girls 
marriage, but today they are living in a country with higher economic 
standards, employment, and education opportunities for both girls 
and boys.
Mothers need to understand that their daughter’s sexual status is not 
an issue affecting her marital opportunities, and instilling morals is 
simply a matter of upbringing them humanely and educating them. 
What they do with their bodies should be their decision.
FGM is illegal in Australia. If you are concerned about a child who is 
at risk of FGM please call the Police on 000 or the child protection 
authority in your state. Sign the petition to protect Australian Girls 
from FGM. https://www.change.org/p/tony-abbott-and-michaelia-
cash-protect-australian-girls-from-female-genital-mutilation
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Statelessness is a social problem so difficult to detect not only 
because of its legal nature or its different forms but also because 
of the complexity of its causes. The reasons that lead to 
statelessness are diverse and can vary from one region to another. 
In each region or country, there is always a principal cause to 
which may be attached many others often minor. The main cause 
of statelessness in each region deserves being detected in order to 
better fight against the phenomenon.

In West Africa, our survey have released that the main cause of 
statelessness is "the lack of birth registration in the civil register." 
To this cause, are related other causes such as discriminatory 
nationality laws or weakness of administrative practices.
Due to the low birth registration rate, eighty percent (80%) of 
West African people are stateless in their own countries. It’s for 
instance the case of Benin where over half of the population are 
stateless persons in their own country and are merged to “true 
citizens”, whereas they have no proof of citizenship. These 
stateless persons within their own country are also at risk of 
statelessness, when by chance, they find themselves on a foreign 
territory.

These cases arise when people leave their country of previous 
residence to look for new job opportunities in the territory of 
another country or when they are forced to leave their country of 
birth as a result of an emergency. Consequently, without papers, 
illegal immigrants often join the group of "leftnots" and are 
delivered to work at low cost. 

Despite of their conditions, they often go unnoticed. As for the 
victims of forced displacement, they can be declared “stateless 
refugees” or “forgotten climate stateless". 

Therefore, it’s important to mention that if stateless persons pass 
unnoticed in West Africa, it is because the area is dominated by an 
underground economy and the control is not done normally. 

But as economies and West African social situations are being 
regulated and border restrictions are increasing because of the 
threat of terrorism, it will probably be hard to live without papers 
in the region.

That’s why the real cause of statelessness in the region is 
important to be known in order to help actors (such as UNHCR, 
NGOs, etc.) to better combat the phenomenon.

Recognizing that the lack of birth registration is the main cause of 
statelessness in west Africa needs to be followed with 
understanding that dealing with statelessness in the region needs a 
strong focus on relevant measures to ensure new birth registration, 
help the stateless persons get a real identity in their own country 
and identify stowaways in order to help them find a lasting 
solutions.

What is the 
real cause of 

statelessness 
in western 
Africa?
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The slave trade throughout the British Empire 
was abolished by an Act of Parliament of the 
British government in 1807 but it had already 
caused the forced migration of 12-15 million 
people and the death of millions more. 
Although it was abolished in Britain, it still 
existed in the British Colonies until 1837, 
when the abolitionists turned against the 
international slave trade. Images of slavery 
and atrocities became popular in the 
abolitionists cause. They were used like 
“poster children” in order to raise awareness 
and condemn the anti-humanitarian and
barbaric nature of the trade of living beings. 
Sculpture’s ability to imitate the three
dimensional human form and to create 
several points of view, made sculpture in the
Victorian Era (1837-1901) a popular means 
of artistic creation. During the time, images 
of exotic and distant countries, including 
images of slaves, were introduced to the 
British population through the contemporary artistic production and
exhibitions of grandeur.
What is interesting in these images is to see how they were 
perceived and used by their contemporaries. Two of these are the 
statues by Hiram Powers (1805-1873) The Greek Slave and John 
Bell’s (1811-1895) The American Slave or The Daughter of Eve.
The Greek Slave was presented in the Great Exhibition of 1851, 
which coincided with increasing anti-slavery campaign in Britain. 
The white marble statue was praised for the naturalistic effect that 
its bare skin had, an important attribute considering what it depicts: 
a white woman enslaved by non-white men and more specifically a 
Greek Christian captured by the Turks during the Greek War of
Independence (1821-1832). (Hyman, 1976) This statue, created 
under the principles of the re-emerged classical ideal 
(Neoclassicism) during the Victorian times, became the most 
famous and widely reproduced image of “beautified” slavery. This 
recognizable image immediately caught the attention of African-
American abolitionists because of the skin color of the woman 
depicted.

John Bell’s The American Slave (1853), was created a bit after 

Power’s Slave, but had the same moral purpose 
despite the use of different means. Whereas the
Greek girl is shown marble-white and naked, 
showing how the Classical Ideal was enslaved 
by non-western civilization, the bronze used for 
the American gives the effect of the literal skin 
color, and is semi-dressed, making the viewer 
aware for the same problem in a different way. 
The statue was meant to represent the political
scandal of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, it was 
an “attack on American slavery.”
(The Eighty-Fifth Exhibition of the Royal 
Academy, 1853) The girl is depicted more
realistically than the Greek Slave not only due 
to the use of color (black hair, dark skin, gold 
earrings, highlighted silver chains) but also 
when the anatomy of the girl is taken into 
account. This use of the artistic production was 
not well received by critics, who stated that it 
undermined the “moral purity and abstraction of 
ideal sculpture” through its attention to the 

Marble 
and 

Bronze

horrors of slavery (The Royal Academy, 1853). This racist 
interpretation of the theme derives directly from the racist 
representation of the girl itself. The black body was characterized as 
the antithesis of beauty and the girl is dressed below the waist as to not 
evoke sexual connotations.

These two statues are two different pictures aiming at the same goal. 
They try to evoke sympathy for the victims and when seen together, 
the difference of what the artists saw that they represent: the enslaved 
ideal and the enslaved worker. Many issues emerge with the used of 
this kind of “beautified” atrocity image to support one’s cause.

 Whether they were or not effective in being carved in someone’s 
mind and raise awareness, is to be understood inadequately in the 
context of our time. But using art as a means for the anti-slavery 
campaign in turbulent times, one way or the other, shows the 
importance that the visual image has in affecting public opinion.
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Sex trafficking is a crime hurting the very core of human nature. It 
deprives victims of their freedom, their agency, their life. It exposes 
them to abusive circumstances whether they are physical, emotional 
or financial and it makes them endure a life where violence is 
prevalent. In the name of combating sex trafficking though, states 
have adopted the rescuing strategy, which treats all women working 
in the sex industry as victims, as helpless naive persons with no 
agency.
In Singapore, a highly developed country with a magnifying 
economy, law enforcement is trying to combat sex trafficking by 
conducting raids, which have repeatedly been reported as violent, 
frightening and ineffective for the protection of the victims. Most 
importantly though, public dialogues are being held, laws are being 
voted and policies are being implemented, without the voices of the 
sex workers being heard; public policy on sex trafficking is based 
on the assumption that sex work is a demeaning activity where all 
women involved in it need to be rescued or penalized. These
practices have led to flawed victim identification processes, with the
voluntary sex workers being discriminated because of their choice 
to do sex work and of course, to excessive vulnerability due to the 
fact that sex work is not protected by Labor Law or any other type 
of legal framework.
In 2014, Singapore took the initiative for the first time in its history 
to legislate on human trafficking; it voted for the Prevention of 
Human Trafficking Act and it should be congratulated for that. The 
necessity of the Act was more than obvious; Singapore is an El 
Dorado for migrant sex workers from all around the world who, 
because of their migrant status, are vulnerable to exploitation. The 
actual reasons though behind this initiative resulted to an insufficient 
legal framework which combined with the current dominant 
stereotypical, negative beliefs and viewpoints on sex workers and 
sex work are leading to flawed victim identification processes and to 
re-victimization. The true spirit of the Act is believed to give priority 
to migration control and upholding the state’s sovereignty against 
the migrant sex workers, who continue to be seen as a threat; at the 
same time, the unwillingness of the state to publicize any kind of 
data about trafficking cases allows the media to substitute it as the 
main source of information and education on sex trafficking, thus 
resulting to a one-sided, non-inclusive approach. This approach 
distorts the truth; within the Singaporean sex industry, there is no 
unified experience of being a sex worker or a sex trafficking victim. 
Agency and victimhood can coexist and the fact that a sex worker 

may give initial consent does not rule out possible exploitation in the 
future. Singapore is unwilling to accept this truth and perceives 
the perfect victim as the only true victim of sex trafficking, leaving 
the exploited willing sex workers unprotected.

Having the perfect victim as the official standpoint for victim 
identification brings true harm to the victims of sex trafficking; the 
majority of them does not fulfill the perfect victim notion and has 
migrated to engage into sex work or some sort of sex labor willingly, 
but still has to face all forms of exploitation. 

The Prevention of Human Trafficking Act unfortunately does not 
cover that gap; with defining poorly and vaguely important terms as 
abuse of a position
of vulnerability or deception, it has created a non-inclusive legal 
framework and therefore law enforcement has to work under a 
non-inclusive interpretation of sex trafficking. Many victims have 
gone and will continue to go undetected; victim-blaming is prevalent 
and cases that should be dealt as trafficking cases will continue to fall 
under the category of prostitution, vice, illegal migration and so on. 

At the same time, the legal framework before the Act which 
regulated sex work applies until today and is quite hypocritical; the 
true spirit behind it is that sex work is a necessary social evil, 
protecting innocent Singaporean girls from being raped by low paid 
migrant workers; that is the reason why the focus of it is to secretly 
allow migrant sex workers in the streets, even if explicitly illegal, but 
keep them restricted in there; nowhere in the law are the human rights 
of the sex workers mentioned or protected; there are only provisions 
about their confinement and their criminalization. Unfortunately, as 
long as sex work is not recognized as legitimate labor and is not 
placed under the protective umbrella of Labor Law, any legal 
frameworks on it will not prioritize the rights of the sex workers.

Singapore’s responses to sex trafficking are leading to re-
victimization of the victims. The lack of victim’s rights in the Act 
primarily due to the fear of sex workers lying and exploiting the 
system says a lot about how the state views them; xenophobia and the 
lack of a protective provision in the Act for migrant victims who have 
overstayed their social visit pass is indicative of the true spirit of the 
law, which is not meant to protect and care for the victims.

Sex work, 
sex trafcking 

 re-victimization 
in Singapore

&
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Statements sometimes draw completely polarized viewpoints and 
opinions. Just like they say, no finger in a fist is exactly the same; it 
is evidently a truth that not every view from different eyes gazing at 
a situation can ever be similar. But, casting out analogies and 
connecting the said instance to a country called India, only goes on 
to confirm the statement: There can never be an identical, matching 
or replicating views about the country.
It makes for an engaging observation about the way the world 
understands and speaks about India. The opinion of the entire world 
from the gamut of its 196 countries on India segregates the country 
into varied filters of observation. Of course, there would be countries 
that have hardly ever heard of India or know very little about this 
wonderland in the subcontinent. But, the perspective of those who 
know India and are aware of the nation in the context of its culture, 
economy, social or political life regardless of the depth of their 
information, usually divides India into three broad specters.
The ubiquity of India can be gauged from the simple expression the 
world holds of its fatherly figure, the prodigious son: Mahatama 
Gandhi. To the ignorant who holds a trepid view, India is an 
overpopulated country somewhere away from the West in that part 
of the world where a fleet of emerging economies are constantly on 
the battleground of economic superiority. To the modestly aware 
viewers, India is a country with a rich abundant history and one that 
was held captive by the colonial rulers from the United Kingdom:
England. And, lastly but sans any factual inconsistencies comes the 
view of countries that are largely aware of India in its entirety. They 
call it an economic powerhouse or perhaps, a country whose talents,
intellect, education function in totality as if announcing itself to the 
world in the fashion of a hundred cannon shots, all fired in tandem. 
After all, this view cannot be marginalized easily, for the sheer 
number of businesses and entrepreneurial splendors that have 
emanated from India, since the late 1990s and 2000s have added 
their own colors to the exuberant world economy.
But, if you are a candid observer and someone who wishes to delve 
deep, willing to dig more into what lies beneath the economic 
resurgence and cultural vibrancy of India, you would unearth a 

murky and sadly, heart breaking story. A cold blooded truth whose 
demonic grip around the country terribly mars the successful 
attributes that India is renowned for. While on one hand the nation 
has leapfrogged others for its business enterprise’, sporting 
achievements, cultural diversity and, for possessing a wonderland
where tourists and those captivated by wanderlust from around the 
world come to seek a spiritual and pleasant refuge, there is a malaise 
widespread within the country and threatens to upset the view of those
who regard and love India for its magic and splendor.
Keeping the regular, debatable and, at times uncontrollable urban 
hazards like pollution, overpopulation and job slumps aside, India at 
the heart of its success story is fighting a hard battle with Child 
Trafficking.
Whether you find a school student studying in the 8th grade, or a busy 
vegetable hawker going about his work on a usual day, that smiling 
hotel receptionist at the front lobby of a popular hospitality resort, the
regular commuter from urban transport living in the heart of the capital 
city, the tired housewife or the CEO of a mega corporate bank, you are 
more likely to run into an upsetting emotion and daze on each of their 
face, the moment the question of child trafficking comes up. People 
from all walks of life in a highly urbanized India and one that 
continues to straddle between the rich and poor divide and the 
socioeconomic confrontations between those living in the hinterland 
(rural India) and those in India’s thriving metropolis’ are aware of the 
deep problem of Child Trafficking and seldom do individuals bat an 
eyelid before giving their opinion about this giant problem that 
subverts life of young children and women.
Digging a giant hole in which to pull young, frail and helpless lives in 
sheer despair, the scorers and networkers in this illegal trade have 
struck a damning condemnation to the image of an otherwise
peaceful, secular and friendly country. The sellers of small boys and 
girls and abductors run rackets that comfortably convene over inner 
city crimes that run vibrant cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad
and Kolkata amok with shock, trouble and absolute treachery. A thing 
can be said for certain. Most of the times when you come across an 
urchin begging on the roadside, or a sweet teary eyed girl selling 
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flowers and other articles on a busy traffic signal for a paltry sum or, 
if by any chance you run into a pavement dweller, who could be a 
young woman in tethered clothes of a group of kids just parodying 
over broken street dividers, you can be certain- they are all part of 
the far reaching tentacles of child and woman trafficking.

In many ways, it is disheartening to note that a city like Mumbai, 
otherwise considered the financial colossus of India, contributing to 
the highest percentage of personal citizen tax contributed towards 
the country’s welfare is also home to the maximum number of eerie
brothels. Even more appalling is the situation in the murkier inroads 
of the city of Joy, Kolkata, often revered as the city of creativity, 
colors and festivities. Kolkata’s red light districts constitute to the 
heart of the child trafficking problem in conjunction with those in 
Mumbai and in the state of Chhattisgarh. In Kolkata alone, at least 
20,000 women have been trapped or forcefully indulged into sex 
trafficking, with a women attending up to 4 clients per day on some
occasions. Kolkata is a labyrinth of creative and artistic splendor 
and a love for football, art discussions and wine are things that not 
just its elite but the young and enthusiastic spend time over. But, 
amidst the usual hustle and bustle for its gigantic urban spread, lies 
a district where women and young girls are secretly trafficked in 
from Nepal and Bangladesh, only to be castigated to the deprecating 
clutches of the rich and the spoilt in other parts of Asia. Instances 
where young women and children are brutally attacked, forced into 
subversion and sent to far off places like Dubai and Saudi Arabia 
are commonly reported. According to the UNICEF’s 2014 report, 
5% of girls between the age group of 15-19 have been victims of 
sex trafficking. It is quite debatable whether those who are victims 
of war crimes suffer the most and, that there may be individuals as 
young as 10 or 11 to full mature girls and women whose lives are
scared by complete apathy and lack of any timely help do not suffer 
just as much?
According to the Trafficking in Persons Report of 2014, a whopping 
90% of child trafficking is conducted within India’s geographical 
existence or borders. The remaining 10% of young victims are 

assembled from its neighbor countries and then, transported into a 
state of damaging oblivion.
The premise that the government isn’t as effective as it should be or 
that the policing and an inactive state of legal and judicial legislature 
is hampering the battle against this grave crime against humanity 
isn’t completely true. But, then, nor does it confound the truth by 
any significant measure that despite there being tons of 
nongovernmental organizations who devotedly work round the 
clock in their preservation of a woman’s dignity and show 
undeterred commitment towards upholding the stature of young, 
poverty stricken children, how is it that India still continues to be 
under the clutches of this sinister organized crime?

Mass campaigns to promote the girl child in the civil society and 
aggregation of bills all enacted to make India a safe place for women 
coupled with voices joining chorus from the respected and venerable 
legion of India society have all acknowledged, deplored and 
condemned the problem. But when one comes across disturbing 
statistics like the case of the missing children in Chhattisgarh where it 
was reported thatbetween 2011-2013, as many as 10,500 children 
went “missing”, the general notion is that either there is a murkier 
axis of evil crafted silently between these demons and their handlers 
who continue to deprive Indian society of its voices of the 
future(children) right under the nose of the lawmakers or that, as a 
country we are far from administering and implementing meaningful 
state laws that uphold the dignity of our children and protect them 
from incidents of abuse, trafficking and violence.

Whatever it may be, as the world continues to be swayed by India’s 
economic and entrepreneurial miracle, there are some helpless 
victims who continue to dance unwillingly to evil beats. Is someone 
listening?The National Human Rights Commission, the pivotal 
governmental body concerning human rights has shared that around 
40,000 children reportedly go missing every year, out of which 
10,000 are never even traced...
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In Nepal the Legislature Parliament, on November 9, 2014 endorsed 
the Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Eradication) Act which came 
into force in February 18, 2015. A handful of other Bills related to
women, for eg. Bill against violence in the name of witchcraft, are 
soon to be tabled in the parliament. The new constitution being 
written by the Constituent Assembly, in its initial draft endorsed on 
7th of July 2015, ensures 1/3rd representation of women in the 
parliament, a unique provision in South Asia.
Nevertheless, the Act introduced in a bid to curb sexual harassment 
at workplace deserves special applauds among others as women’s 
employment safety is a concern worldwide.
A South Asian country with 56.6% adult literacy rate , Nepal does 
not fare well in terms of female literacy rate. The literacy rate in 
Nepal is 71.6 per cent for men and 44.5 per cent for women, 
revealing a Gender Parity Index (GPI) at 0.62, with women still 
lagging behind men by more than 27 percentage points.
According to the Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2011, 
out of 7.6 million adult illiterates in Nepal, 67 per cent are female.
Nepal has ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 1979 which requires it to 
take appropriate steps to end discrimination against women in a 
timely manner, and include the principle of equality of men and 
women in their national constitutions or other appropriate legislation 
if not yet incorporated therein and to ensure, through law and other 
appropriate means, the practical realization of this principle.
The General Recommendations of CEDAW Committee no. 19 states 
that gender-based violence impairsor nullifies women’s enjoyment 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms under general 
international law or under human rights conventions. Among others 
it also includes the right to just and favorable conditions of work. It 
acknowledges that equality in employment can be seriously 
impaired when women are subjected to gender-specific violence, 
such as sexual harassment in the workplace. The ILO Convention on 
Discrimination (Employment and Occupation), 1958 (C111) that 
Nepal ratified on Sept 19, 1994, first provided a broad definition of 
the term discrimination to cover any distinction, exclusion or

preference made on sex that has the effect of nullifying or impairing 
equality of opportunity or treatment in employment or occupation. The 
ILO perceives sexual harassment as a social and economic problem
that is likely to affect both workers and employers equally.
The Interim constitution of Nepal 2007, soon to be replaced by the 
new constitution, guarantees the right to equality, the right to 
employment and social security, rights relating to women and rights 
against exploitation. The recently introduced Act to tackle sexual 
harassment at workplace came into being after almost a decade 
following the verdict of the Apex court in 2002 to draft an appropriate 
bill against sexual harassment at workplace. “ The Bill has been 
endorsed after more than a decade of the Supreme Court’s verdict,” 
said Ranju Kumari Jha, Chairperson of Nepal’s Parliamentary 
Committee on Women, Children, Senior Citizens and Social Welfare. 
The provisions regarding sexual harassment and right to employment 
were scattered in laws like the General Code 1963, Labour Act 1991, 
Labour Rules 1993, Libel and Slander Act 1989. “Before this law 
existed, legal instruments focused more on subjects of equal 
opportunities, payment, remuneration, job security, maternity, trainings 
and apprenticeships, equality before law, safety at work among others,” 
she added.
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Overview of the Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Eradication ) 
Act 2014 of Nepal
The Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Eradication ) Act 2014 
includes the following entities as workplace:
I. Government agencies
II. Organizations having partial or full ownership of the Government
of Nepal (GON)
III. Organizations /agencies established as per the law in force
IV. Enterprise, trade or service-oriented firms, agencies or
organizations registered with the GON.
Section 4(1) of the Act cites that if anyone misuses his/her position, 
power or authority, putting undue pressure, influence or manipulating 
an employee or customer by showing any of the following conducts 
shall be deemed sexual harassment:
a. Touch or attempt to touch any part of body with sexual
intent/connotation.
b. Use or show obscene word, picture, newspapers, audio-visual,
other information technology, medium or things with sexual 
connotations.
c. Express obscene or sexual intent through writing, speech or
gestures/symbols.
d. Propose for sexual activities.
e. Tease or Harass with sexual intent.
However, Section 4 (2) clarifies that notwithstanding anything 
contained in part a, b, or c shall not be deemed sexual harassment 
when used with the purpose of education, information, research, 
treatment or rescue.
Besides, the Act has provisions on specification of responsibilities 
of management and employees; complaint procedures (formal and 
informal) and plaintiff’s confidentiality; Protection of Plaintiff; 
monitoring and reporting; penalty, compensation and counseling; 
and training strategy and implementation of verdicts.

The introduction of the Sexual Harassment at Workplace 
(Eradication) 2014 is indeed a step forward to augmenting gender 
justice in Nepal. 

Nevertheless, there are numerous challenges in the part of its effective 
implementation. Sexual harassment or any topic related to sex is still a 
taboo in Nepalese society. The practice to talk about this issue openly 
should be encouraged if this law is to get efficacy. Awareness on the 
existence of this Act and its significance is significant as large no of 
population in the country is still uneducated. For this, Media can play 
a constructive role.
Many victims might not lodge complaint because of fear of retaliation 
or loss of their job despite of any protection measures. Thus the culture 
of impunity and political interference must be discouraged by the State. 
Gender justice and empowerment of women is directly proportional to 
one's opportunities in economic sphere. Any policies target for 
encouraging participation of women in workforce must comply with 
the to the provisions in the Act.
Regular monitoring of organizations to check the implementation of 
the code of conduct made in pursuant of this Act must be carried out. 
The law making and implementing bodies should keep in mind that 
policies to increase women's number in workforce is not complete 
without efforts to create congenial work atmosphere for them.

NB.: The Constituent Assembly elected in November 2013 works in a 
dual capacity of legislature parliament and a constitution drafting 
body. The election to the Constituent Assembly was held in November 
2013 after the First Constituent Assembly elected in 2008 was 
dissolved on May 8, 2012 without delivering a new constitution.
Sources: Act on Sexual Harassment at Workplace (Eradication) 
2014, Nepal Living Standards Survey (NLSS-III 2010-2011), http://
www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/about-this-office/singleview/ 
news/unesco_celebrates_international_literacy_day_in_nepal/ 
#.VZ9h3vmqqko (assessed on 10 July 2015), Article 2, CEDAW 1979 
Paragraph 7(h), General Recommendation on CEDAW (No. Para 
17), Sarmila Parajuli vs.His Majesty Government et.al.(a public 
interest litigation (Writ No. 3434) of 2002).

Law against 

A step forward 

Sexual Harassment 
at Workplace: 

to ensuring gender 

justice in Nepal 

Contact us:

By Prasun Singh

Content Writer and 
Editor at South Asia 
Communications pvt. Ltd. 
Nepal.

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/about-this-office/singleview/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/about-this-office/singleview/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/about-this-office/singleview/
www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org


18

Key Facts
United Nations resolution “Human rights and climate 
change” (2008) expressed that climate change could affect basic 
life elements of peoples lives in the entire world hence also the 
enjoyment possibilities of human rights. In Rio+20 United Nations 
resolution "The future we want" (2012) UN reawaken its 
commitment for an economically, socially and environmentally 
sustainable development; acknowledging that people should be at 
the centre of sustainable development.
Despite United Nations insights, the global economic crisis in 
2008-2009 and its effects on the following years seemed to put aside 
UN's resolutions in countries with both fragile economies and large 
portfolios of natural resources. Instead, room was given to local 
economic policies that could leverage the crisis in situ.
This was the case of Mexico, whose federal government evaluated 
further exploitation and extraction of oil, gas and minerals to deal 
with the economic crisis. There was not enough national technical or 
technological ability to exploit inland natural resources, thus the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between the USA, 
Canada and Mexico became the best instrument for the government 
to support the country's economy.
Under this rationale, concessions for open-soil mining were granted 
(mainly) to Canadian companies.
The expectation was that soil exploitation and mineral extraction 
from at least 98,000 hectares of rich land in the centre of the country 
would result in a considerable profit. Yet at least 70,000 of these 
hectares were located within the perimeters of Wirikuta, an 
indigenous sacred place that is the sacred land upon which the 
Huichol ethnic group bases its culture.

Mexico: vast natural resources and cultural richness
When referring to Indigenous populations, Mexico -with 62 different 
ethnic groups- has arguably one of the largest varieties of indigenous 
populations in Latin America. These minorities are protected by
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, by 
the Convention 169 of the International Labour Organisation, and 

by the Political Constitution of the United States of Mexico. 
Through these three legal instruments, indigenous populations have 
been granted with self determination of political conditions to pursue 
the economic, social and cultural development aimed within the 
indigenous group.
Despite the aforementioned legal instruments and also despite national 
conventions for cultural and environmental protection granted to the 
Huichol indigenous community, the Mexican federal government 
claimed initially sovereignty over the land, as the mining exploitation 
was to be beneficial for the entire country's economy. But the mining 
concessions also hit deep in the roots of the Huichol culture.
Immediately, the Huichol community triggered a social movement to 
Save Wirikuta. Several measures, such as demonstrations in Mexico, 
were taken in 2010. Also in 2010, traditional authorities presented to
Canadian companies their view on their mining projects while a 
delegation of indigenous leaders presented their claims for land 
protection towards the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues.
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that aimed -among other things- "to get support from the ancestors to 
allow the Huichol message to be transmitted in Europe, regardless of 
language barriers".

The Huichol message
After the 2.5 hours documentary film screening, presentations were 
also followed by a Q&A session that approached the different social 
initiatives that have been already explored as alternatives in the region 
to successfully leverage the local economy without damaging the 
environment.
Additionally, being one of the main traits of the movement to create 
awareness about how life should be - from a Huichol perspective- 
room was ensured to expose that the Huichol deepest message is that 
the mining initiatives in Wirikuta are against natural and spiritual laws. 
In the Huichol traditional cosmovision, if humans oppose sacredness 
of nature, we contradict nature natural laws, which are not meant to be 
contradicted. Under this rationale, allowing mining initiatives in 
Wirikuta to become a reality could have an impact on all of us 
-whether we are in Wirikuta, Mexico or anywhere the world. 
However, as Vilchez points out, Huichols are neither against mining 
nor economic development. Instead, what they are saying out loud with 
the movement to Save Wirikuta and with The Last Peyote Guardians 
film is that by living in the same planet we are all connected.

The last peyote guardians?
What Huichol peoples appeal is for people outside of the indigenous 
communities having equal responsibilities on taking care of our lives 
and our planet, stressing particularly on the fact that we could all get 
what we all need without having to destroy the environment. For them, 
the environment is all connected thus it is time to stop our destructive 
ways and work altogether for a better future, setting the example now 
and becoming not only peyote guardians, but nature guardians for the 
sake and sustainability of human kind.

Conclusion
Fortunately, with United Nations support, national NGOs guidance 
and civil society back up, indigenous authorities have been going 
back and forth with negotiations with the government.
In September 2013, the pressure applied by the Save Wirikuta 
movement forced the federal government to suspend all the mining 
concessions in Wirikuta. With this suspension, however, the sacred 
land of the Huichols remains protected and their traditions are 
sheltered, but only until a final decision is made.

Huicholes: 

The Last Peyote 

Guardians?

Cultural richness of Mexico reaches the world
In addition to that, a variety of media content was uploaded on blogs, 
websites, and social networks. In the online content, viewers and 
readers were presented with information about Huichol culture, their 
land, their sacred pilgrimages and the way in which the mining 
concessions threatened their cultural heritage. One of the most 
successful media initiatives that have launched the Huichol 
movement to Save Wirikuta to a global scale is the documentary 
film Huicholes: The Last Peyote Guardians. Online presence made 
the movement -even in short scale- to become global.The film, 
directed by Argentinian Hernán Vilchez, and released in early 2014, 
has since then spread the word of the Huichol community all over 
the world. The latest milestone for the film director, along with two 
of the spiritual leaders of the group -José Ramírez and Enrique 
Ramírez- was their 50 days long tour in Europe.
The tour comprised 41 presentations of the film in 37 different 
European cities of Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Czeck Republic, 
Belgium, the United Kingdom, Norway, Finland, Sweden, the 
Netherlands, France, Denmark, Spain and Italy, reaching an 
audience of 4332 people.
The film narrates the problems triggered by the Canadian mining 
projects in Wirikuta and approaches them not only from an 
economic, geographical and social perspective but also from a 
cultural one. In the film director's view- and in the view of many 
contemporary anthropologists- aside of Huichols, hardly other 
indigenous groups in Latin America are so active in developing and 
preserving their spirituality and cosmovision. From a cultural 
perspective, the film approaches also the ways in which peyote is 
used in Huichol rituals within Wirikuta to reach a higher state of 
communion with their spiritual world, which, at the same time, 
keeps this realm protected and alive. Thus while developing a fairly 
broad picture of what the situation in Wirikuta is, the film casts the 
cultural use of peyote as the mean to channel the connection of 
Huichols with their ancestors, found in the environment. Falling far 
from the general (uninformed) belief of the use of peyote by 
indigenous groups only for merely hallucinogenic properties, 
Vilchez manages also to portrait one of the most deeply rooted 
tradition among the Huichols.
During the presentations, assistants to the screenings were not only 
made acquainted with the problematic that the Huichol population is 
enduring. The presentations always started with a traditional blessing 

Contact us:

By Lorena Perez Garcia

Doctoral Researcher, Vrije 
Universiteit, Brussels.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org


20

gay men for their ‘errant ‘ways by beating and raping them. Lesbians 
are attacked and gang raped in order to ‘cure’ them, in the belief that
sleeping with men can reverse lesbianism. LGBTI persons are fired
from their jobs or not hired when employers learn of their sexuality. 
Landlords evict or refuse to rent to LGBTI persons. Suspected LGBTI
students are expelled from educational establishments and denied the 
opportunity to sit for their exams.
Accessing health care is an embarrassing ordeal where patients’ 
privacy is violated when doctors expose them to other staff or deny 
them treatment. This hostility and ridicule prevents LGBTI persons
from giving honest information during medical interviews leading to 
provision of inadequate medical services.Despite this horrific reality, a 
tide of change is slowly immerging. In August 2010, Kenya’s new
Constitution was signed into law, and with it a more inclusive bill of 
rights. The Constitution has serious implications for the legality of 
Kenya’s anti-sodomy laws and rights of LGBTI persons. The 
Constitution is stated as the supreme law of the country, binding on 
everyone Art 2(1). Art 2 (5 &6) incorporates international law into 
Kenya’s domestic law, stating “any law, including customary law, that 
is inconsistent with the Constitution, is void to the extent of the 
inconsistency, and any act or omission in contravention of the 
Constitution is invalid.” The bill of rights specifically imposes an 
affirmative duty of the state to “observe, respect, protect, promote and 
fulfil” the rights enshrined in the bill of rights. The rejection of a new 
anti-gay bill introduced in parliament which proposed for life 

“Kenya police raid ‘gay wedding’ and arrest five men”This is just 
one example of the stories that give a glimpse of life for members of 
the LGBTI community in Kenya. The residents of Mtwapa north of 
the coastal town of Mombasa handed over the suspected gay men to 
the authorities and gathered outside the police station where the men 
were held protesting the presence of alleged homosexuals amongst
them. Homosexuality is illegal in Kenya and criminalised under the 
Penal Code Cap 63 (162-165). Clause 162 provides for 14 years 
imprisonment for any person “who has carnal knowledge of any 
person against the order of nature.” Under clause 165 any “male 
person” who commits any act of “gross indecency with another 
male” whether in public or private is liable to 5 years imprisonment. 
The criminalisation of homosexuality in Kenya provides justification 
for the continual harassment, discrimination and abuse of LBGTI 
persons.The situation is further compounded by the cultural attitudes 
and religious intolerance preached by religious leaders and 
encouraged by prominent politicians. In May this year, the deputy
president William Ruto at a church service stated, “The Republic of 
Kenya is a republic that worships God. We have no room for gays 
and those others.” With such statements homophobia; state 
sponsored homophobia at that is plethoric in Kenya. A 2011 report 
by the Kenyan Human Rights Commission (KHRC), which 
interviewed LGBTI people country wide, found that the LGBTI 
community faces widespread discrimination and abuse. The 
interviews revealed that police officers often harass LGBTI persons 
by holding them in custody beyond the constitutional period without 
charge, extorting and blackmailing them with the threat of arrest and 
imprisonment if their fail to give bribes, failure to which they are 
produced in court on trumped up charges. The major problem 
experienced by LGBTI persons is stigma and discrimination from 
their families and society at large. Many endure harassment and 
public ridicule. Family members disown them once their sexuality 
is discovered, while some are forced to undergo counselling sessions 
to get over their “confusion”. Communities in Kenya believe intersex
children are curses and most often such children are either 
abandoned or killed, especially as parents are unaware that they can
opt to have their child undergo reconstructive surgery. Physical 
violence and death threats are a reality for LGBTI persons. Police 
regularly beat up gay sex workers and ironically some police officers 
rape or demand sexual favours of the very nature they consider 
criminal and unnatural.
Members of the general public also take it upon themselves to punish 
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laws unconstitutional; as they are inherently 
discriminatory and violate a plethora of rights 

within the Constitution. Kenya cannot therefore in 
good faith fulfil its duty to respect, protect and promote 
individual rights while at the same time retaining its 
anti-sodomy laws.
In addition, the Constitution recognises that 
international laws acceded to by Kenya are part of its 
Constitution and any laws inconsistent with the 
Constitution including customary laws are void.
International laws current stance is that anti-sodomy 
laws violate international human rights. Most notably 

the Human Rights Council in resolution 17/19 17th 
Session expressed serious concerns on the violation 

of  LGBTI persons rights worldwide. The Resolution 
led to a comprehensive report, which affirmed that 

LGBTI  persons are entitled to protection within 
international human rights provisions.

               Kenya being a signatory to many of these conventions and 
            treaties including the ICCPR, has an obligation as mandated by 
 these international agreements to take positives measures to realise the 
 rights within these agreements, as rightly noted in Art 21(4) of its 
 Constitution. Given Kenya’s constitutional provisions, the unavoidable 
 conclusion is that the country’s anti-sodomy laws violate its 
 Constitution. The fight for LGBTI rights in Kenya continues. The 
 heightened  awareness of LGBTI human rights, the greater protection 
 afforded by the Constitution and the steady stream of cases affirming 
 the rights of LGBTI persons means that the platform for greater 
 activism is now even amidst continued resistance. The Kenyan 
 government needs to take serious steps towards not only repealing its 
 antisodomy laws, but also enacting and implementing laws and 
 policies that ensure that LGBTI person’s rights are recognised, 
 respected, protected and promoted. Human rights are indivisible and 
 inalienable they cannot be applied selectively to fit religious and moral 
 convictions.

The hope of 
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and equality
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 for Kenya’s 

imprisonment and stoning of foreigners 
who engaged in same sex conduct is an 
encouraging sign. The parliament’s 
Committee on Justice rejected the bill for 
being unconstitutional and a violation of 
Kenya’s international obligations. The fight for 
LGBTI person’s rights has in the last few 
years become more vocal and visible. In 
August 2014, prominent writer 
Binyavanga Wainaina came out as being 
gay. He joins other activities like David 
Kuria an activist who in 2012 was the 
first openly gay person to run for senate and 
Reverends Michael Kimindu and John Makokha 
leaders of Other Sheep Africa (Kenya) who advocate 
for LGBTI rights at the expense of losing their parishes and
reputation. The Kenyan judicial system is also maturing in 
affirming the rights guaranteed in the Constitution. In December 
2014, the High Court in a landmark ruling directed for the 
registration and issuance of a birth certificate to an intersex child. 
The court retaliated that intersex persons like every other Kenyan 
are entitled to the rights enshrined in the Constitution. Earlier in 
October, transgender activist Audrey Mbugua won a ground 
breaking case when the High Court ordered the Kenya National 
Examinations Council to change the name on her academic 
certificates. More recently, in April 2015, the High Court ordered 
the Kenyan government to register a gay rights group. The group’s 
registration had been refused on the basis of moral and religious 
grounds. The court in their ruling stated that the Constitution is the 
supreme law in Kenya and it recognises and protects the right of 
minorities not allowing limitations on moral grounds. While these 
cases represent an encouraging step towards the recognition, respect 
and protection of the rights of LGBTI persons; the anti-sodomy 
laws still in place contribute to the continuance of rights violations. 
The supremacy of the Constitution and the duty it imposes on the 
state to respect and protect individual rights render the anti-sodomy 
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Taking into consideration that individuals and their bodies are 
constantly disciplined from different knowledge and control devices 
(FOUCAULT, 2002; FOUCAULT, 2003), this article aims to present
the female poles of resistance in productive activities in Laranjeiras 
and Aracaju cities in moments of reflection and possible 
transformation of their realities.
In the twentieth century access to contraceptive methods promoted 
a revolution in sexual behavior of men and women, unlike times 
past, can avoid unwanted pregnancies and even procreation can exist
without need of sexual contact (by artificial insemination and other 
medical procedures). However, the conservatism of Western society 
and especially of Brazilian society with emphasis on the northeastern 
region, has presented a picture of women's submission to the legacies 
of the colonial and patriarchy when these differ from this pattern to 
violence is the most widely used control mechanism.
In the last decades of the 20th century, the main examples of crime 
against women showed that, mainly men, with some bond with the 
victim (mates, husbands, lovers, boyfriends), subjugate and 
humiliate their wives and companions, which created situations of 
aggression of sometimes tragic purposes (AMARAL 2001, 126/127).

Although a large number of women are in front of their homes and 
active professional practice in the municipality, the Public Safety 
Secretary data in Laranjeiras city for the biennium 2012/2013 
reported the occurrence of: 13 rape threats, 02 rapes reported, 15 
cases of grievous bodily harm against women, 03 rape attempts, 14 
defamation cases and 13 female homicide victims being women.
According to global data, the risk of a woman being assaulted in her 
own home by her husband, exhusband or current partner is nine 
times greater than the suffering some kind of violence in the street.
We can say that the less safe for the woman is her own home and 
this is evident and is revealed by the high rate of cases of assault of 
women by fellow (AMARAL 2001, 127).

The local press has effusively reported cases of extreme violence 
against women, especially those related to sexual violence. In 2011, 

woman in Laranjeiras
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discuss of resistance 

a 26-year-old housewife claimed was the victim of a cruel torture on 
the part of a man who at the time was her husband and two 
accomplices of this. The fear of making a police report (BO) made the 
victim had gone to the authorities two and a half months later,
damaging the criminalities evidences. Ivânia Pereira, President of the 
Brazilian Union of Women (UBM), lamented the violence against 
women records based in Laranjeiras city and said: To get an idea, from 
January to February 2011 were recorded in police stations of Sergipe 
300 cases of violence against women, apart from cases in which 
women do not denounce because they don't feel supported by social 
policies. It is unfortunate (SUSANNA 2011).

The problem of mistrust when battered women still revolve around the 
same issues: fear, impunity, the lack of integration between the centers 
of the woman suffering violence, delays in investigations, financial or 
psychological dependence, religious dogmas, etc.
The threats, insults, slanders are acts of violence that infuse fear and 
insecurity, limiting their activities and even their access to the station. 
In testimony, the victims expressed fear of men who coexist, in
particular of the husband, and it is this fear that serves to the ideology 
and feeds the power of the maintenance men (AMARAL 2001, 127).
Having said that, in the 21st century, data on violence against women 
in Laranjeiras city still are alarming and the situation of vulnerability 
in which these are lacks an intervention that can provide take driving 
their fates as protagonists aware of their rights (legislation and 
Defense) and forms of sustainability that affirm your self-worth 
positively and them economic independence.
On the international day of women, in March 8, 2014, women fishers 
of Aracaju and neighboring cities participated in the 1° Meeting of 
Female Fishers. Among the challenges to be faced, highlighted the 
issue of violence in various levels that have plagued, as reported 
Nubia, fishermen Association Advisor to São Cristóvão city.
At a time when violence and harassment against women grows in the 
country we must be organized.
Women fishers are particularly affected by the lack of structure for the 
little fisherman in the State, especially the lack of health conditions 
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with the pollution of rivers and beaches and with the lack of 
sunscreens. In addition women fishers do not have access to day 
care centers and a major struggle is for a maternity leave that 
answer to the category (CP CONLUTAS 2014).

The female mobilization around their rights reveals a resistance that 
brings in its essence the knowledge transmitted by ancestors, which 
are perpetuated by traditions. Knowing that count with the 
participation of the female figure, as a cornerstone in the stimulation 
of greater care with natural and human resources, reaffirming the 
subjectivities come together.
Living in the context of a patrimony city under the material and 
immaterial culture, Sergipe’s women who choose to join in the 
Artisans Cooperative (COOPERLAR/SE) or in Z-14 Fishermen 
Colony from Laranjeiras and Aracaju cities, have served as 
guardians of a craft very significant memory for the continuity of 
their crafts.
With globalization, consumer markets and the fear that everything 
becomes “pastiche”, in uniform, without uniqueness or identity, in 
a commercial mass interest in artisanal activities containing its 
own identity has increased amid the traditional communities. 
More than work in the preservation of a culture experienced, many 
of these women use the bias to become protagonists of their own 
destinies, generate their own income, resisting male bondage which 
markedly in the Northeast still considers the kitchen and bed 
occupancy priority places.
Upon becoming public women, working on trade in handicraft, 
Home boarding to fisheries in Sergipe River, these women pass 
through the same spaces once bounded to men. To participate in 
forums where they discuss their own condition against the violence 
of which they are victims, abandon fear and if do instrumentalism 
to claim rights and security in their daily lives.
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References: AMARAL, C. G. et al. (2001). Invisible Pain: Violence 
in police stations of the Woman in the Northeast.
Fortaleza: Ed. Feminist North and Northeast Network for studies 
and research on women and gender relations (REDOR).
See::<http://cspconlutassergipe.com.br/mulheres-pescadoras-
realizam-encontro-em-aracaju>.
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Sex-work in India: Human rights 
perspective 
By Divyendu Jha

Abstract
The act of prostitution has existed in India since centuries have 
undergone change within its nature, intensity and issues 
concerning it. Once, socio–culturally sanctified prostitution is now 
reconstructed & represented through language, as a matter of 
undignified profession which eventually marginalizes ‘women in 
sex work’ from all Public Spaces. The power of culture and 
language of social morality instrumentalizes the body of women 
which eventually marginalizes women in sex work from all Public 
Spaces and denies them their most basic human rights. 
Consequently, it becomes a question of individual self-respect, 
autonomy and Equalization of access to better life conditions. The 
state has been equally unjust towards these women with some 
ambiguous and vague Laws creating conditions conducive to 
exploit the sex-workers by the market forces and also by state 
Institutions. The forms of Ritualized prostitution in India and the 
‘victimization’ reinforces societal moralities on these women in 
such a manner that it alters their perception about their own SELF 
as someone indulged in immoral practice. Eventually leads to 
unjust attitude towards human rights issues of sex-workers. 
Therefore, society claims its right to intervene in the life choices of 
these women on the pretext of saving them from being victimized. 
These interventions eventually seen as benevolent act of social 
welfare, however, it has a patriarchal logic to control the body and 
spirit of women. The need is to see it comprehensively but 
contextually to unfold the forms of marginalities attached with this 
profession because the act itself has complexities and poses several 
ethical questions over the nature of Individual, State and society.
Read more at: http://www.citizensrw.org/newsdetails.php?
id=19ca14e7ea6328a42e0eb13d585e4c22
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the 15th of November 2015.  Thank you!
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