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EDITORIAL

The human rights world as we know it today, one
can say that is consisted by legal tools, political
actions, and is contributed by the civil society and
the advocacy of citizens. It is a “building” with
many levels, but the foundation of it all is said
to be the natural rights of all humans to be free
and safe.

Dr. Zoi Aliozi
CRW S/G

Citizens Voices No 11 is the last volume of
our triennial human rights magazine for 2018.
Citizens Voices is an online human rights
magazine, which serves as a platform for raising
human rights awareness. This, the 11th edition
of Citizens Voices, includes articles written by
human rights advocates, defenders, activists,
academics, lawyers, students, and concerned
citizens around the globe, on a variety of human
rights issues. You are all invited to put your pen in
the service of human rights, and submit an article
for the next Citizens Voices. More info here.
Citizens Voices 11, includes articles on the role
of democracy in human rights protection; and
deals with questions about cultural relativism
and universality. Human rights activists across
the globe, have put their thoughts on paper in
order to advocate for human rights through this
platform. Like Sarfaraz that shared with us an
honest account of what ‘Joblessness and Poverty’ is
really about, and how harmfully affects the lives of
people in Pakistan. From the United States we get
to read about prisoner voting rights, and freedom
of expression. We can learn about the Nicaraguan
civil society and how the state is oppressing the
student unions. We can read about Cyprus, in
a beautifully written thought-provoking article,
about looking for the Cypriot identity. There are
contributions from Australia, from Africa, from
Europe and Asia. You can read about the power
of sharing your story and LGBTQI rights; or how

unfairly hard is the life of Sierra Leone’s coastal
slum communities. You can read about the refugee
crisis, in a very informative article about archives,
agency and activism; and a very interesting article
on the social movement led by school children
in Bangladesh. You can also find the amazing
cartoons of Aseem Trivedi, and discover an
alternative way of advocating for human rights by
raising awareness of human rights issues through
the medium of cartoons.
2018 has not been any different for the human
rights world than 2017, or 2016. Unfortunately,
there is not much progress to celebrate as far
as human rights enjoyment and protection
is concerned. On the contrary human rights
defenders are under threat worldwide, and in
many cases they are paying the ultimate price
for their activism. We keep on having the same
problems, and the same luck of commitment by
the holders of power around the planet. We say
that the power belongs to the people, and that
democracy’s cornerstone is human rights, but, we
fail to recognize the importance of human duties
as the other cornerstone of any democratic polity.
In this editorial I would like to focus on the
idea of human duties, instead of human rights. I
hope we all take a step back in order to check our
privileges, and reflect on our duties at the same
time when we think of our rights.

This train of thought leads us to consider the
Valencia Declaration. The Declaration of Human
Duties and Responsibilities (DHDR) which was
written for reinforcing the implementation of
human rights and UDHR.
It is said that the major challenge of our present
and future societies, is the absolute realization
of human rights for all humans. The DHDR
supplements the human rights legal ecosphere,
by expressing the duties and responsibilities that
supplement and accompany every demand for
human rights.
It is interesting to note that in its preamble it is
categorically stated:

In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the blueprint of all human rights laws, is stated:

“All human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights.”
However, allow me to ask, are we born equal in
duties and responsibilities? One of the strongest
and in many ways reasonable criticism of human
rights is related to cultural relativism, and
summarizes in labeling human rights as western
ideas that have no place or role in non-western
societies. Let’s imagine for a moment, that instead
of asking others to protect and support human
rights, why isn’t the West making sure to work
towards ensuring, that all its citizens act and fulfil
their duties and responsibilities? Undeniably, the
best way to lead, is by example!

“ The effective enjoyment and
implementation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms is inextricably
linked to the assumption of the duties
and responsibilities implicit in
those rights.”
The DHDR Preamble is underlined by the
obvious worry that we still lack the political will by
the power-holders to enforce and protect human
rights internationally. (You can read the whole
declaration here.) Unfortunately, this declaration
has no legal enforceability or powers. It is more
like a philosophical reflection of questions that
hopefully in the future could serve as advisory
guidance. Nonetheless, human rights theory is
filled with soft laws and abstract theory with
little practical application when it comes to real
life’s injustices.
What could happen if, instead – the UN and the
“democratic” West, demands from their member
states governments to harmonize their laws with
human rights – the West focuses on the duties

#HumanRights #HumanDuties #Editorial #CRWnewsletter
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ACTIVISM
IS MY RENT
FOR LIVING
ON THE PLANET
Alice Walker
and responsibilities that all human beings bear
and especially the better off peoples on this planet.
In this line of reasoning let’s consider for a minute
the political conception of human rights, which
in summary provides a justification for human
rights, and in simple terms is saying that:

basic living standards. What do you think? Which
justification seems more reasonable or applicable
to you? It is true that the existence, nature, content,
validity, and universality of human rights continue
to be the theme of discussions in the international
human rights world, in academia and in civil
society’s circles; and that the idea of human rights
remains a challenged and rather criticized concept.
Although human rights are legally expressed in
international law and also in the national laws
of the majority of earth’s countries, still human
rights are not the same as legal rights. What may
be a legal entitlement and claim in a State of the
developed world, may sound absurd and have no
legal basis in a developing country.
Nevertheless, the general understanding of the
theory governing the practice of human rights is
understood as going beyond law and as forming
an essential moral foundation for guiding the
direction of the modern social order. In this line
of reasoning:

We have human rights the moment
we enter into an organized society,
just like the social contract theorists
advocate for centuries.
…human rights are much more
than legal, natural or moral rights.
The idea behind this conception implies, that the
Human rights are superior and
moment we agree to live in an organized society,
we enter into an agreement, like a social contract. important democratic ideals.
We agree to give some of our freedoms away in
exchange of other goods like our security or social
welfare, and so on and so forth. The question of
‘what are human rights?’, is as important today
as it was in the days of drafting the UDHR!
In simple terms, there are two “explanations”/
definitions as to what human rights are and
why we are entitled to them. (1) The Political
Conception which I mentioned above, and (2)
The Naturalistic Conception of human rights.
According to the naturalistic conception of human
rights: ‘We have human rights, simply in virtue of
being human.’ So, the moment we come into this
world as babies, we are entitled to a set of basic
rights that are necessary for our wellbeing and
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We are all entitled to rights, and need basic rights
in order to survive and grow as human beings,
as well because they have an essential role in
protecting our physical or psychological wellbeing.
These kind of entitlements offer us the chance to
participate as “political animals” and contribute in
solving problems that affect our lives.
In summary, human rights guarantee that
everyone enjoys the basic principles of justice
which are equality and fairness. To defend human
rights is to claim that the human dignity of all
people is to be safeguarded. Still, human rights
go hand-in-hand with duties, and as it is said:

…our human rights and liberties
end, when another’s begin, so, we
must therefore all respect the rights
of other people, and not just require
that our rights are valued.
A fact neither discussed nor well-known, is
that human rights law was originally meant to
become a law of human rights and human duties.
Human duties are evident in law, however, the
current discourses on human rights are mainly
directed towards a rights discussion, rather
than a duties one. The human rights world is
striving for decades to establish a common
understanding of an entitlement that a human
deserves, because she is human. So every human
is entitled to human rights, freedom and justice,
simply because she is human. But it is implied
although not explicitly stated in most cases of
human rights law, that every human is a bearer
of duties and responsibilities.
For example, the preamble of the American
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man,
1948 states that:

…rights and duties are interdepended.
In the same line of reasoning, in the African
continent we can observe that in the preamble
of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’
Rights, 1981 states that:

…the enjoyment of rights and
freedoms also implies the performance
of duties on the part of everyone.

individuals to exercise their rights responsibly;
and more general duties individuals have towards
others and their community. Some argue that the
constant demands for human rights are pictured
as selfish individualism, where human rights
activists or victims of human rights violations
make demands for their rights but never talk
about their duties.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights has
managed to spread the seeds of human rights
around the world, and to inspire the creation
of legal gems that today form the International
Bill of Human Rights. We need to remember
however, that every provision of the declaration
implies that every right is accompanied by
duties. Maybe that is the key for the real and full
enjoyment of human rights. In order for human
rights to reach their full potential, and for every
human being to be able to enjoy freedom, and a
life in dignity, then human rights law should work
towards dealing and including human duties in
every discourse about human rights.
By closing this editorial, I feel the need to thank
all the human rights defenders, advocates and
activists that have helped us in putting together
this human rights magazine, and leave you with
a reminder: “Activism is my rent for living on
the planet”!
Join us, we need your help and support!
Our Voices United Become Stronger
In solidarity,
ZA

In international human rights law, there are duties
on individuals and state actors to respect, promote
and protect human rights. There are duties on
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CRW OVERVIEW
Athanasia Zagorianou

CRW researcher & content editor of Citizens Voices

UN Report Reveals Mass Atrocities Against
Rohingya People by Myanmar
Earlier in August, a report by the United
Nations Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar
exposed once more the numerous gross human
rights violations that Rohingya people face
including rape, torture, murder and many
others, concluding that these crimes amount to
war against humanity and war crimes. So far,
more than half a million rohingyas have fled
to Bangladesh to avoid violence, discrimination
and persecution by the government of Myanmar
(UN, 2018). The report criticised Aung San
Suu Kyi’s lack of action on the issue and
called the UN Security Council to ensure
accountability “by referring the situation to
the International Criminal Court”. Aung San
Suu Kyi and the government of Myanmar
have been highly criticised by the international
community for their silence over the horrific

violence and persecution against Rohingya
people. The government of Myanmar rejected
the report noting that they “didn’t allow the
FFM [Fact-Finding Mission] to enter into
Myanmar, that’s why [they] don’t agree and
accept any resolutions made by the Human
Rights Council”. In response to these events,
the International Criminal Court “decided by
majority that the Court may exercise jurisdiction
over the alleged deportation of the Rohingya
people from Myanmar to Bangladesh”.

Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code “whoever
voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman or animal
shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or
with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to ten years, and shall
also be liable to fine”. India’s Supreme Court
described the section as “irrational, indefensible
and manifestly arbitrary” noting that “LGBTQ
community possesses equal rights as any other
citizen” (Rajagopal, 2018). Nevertheless, Section
377 still applies to instances of child sexual abuse
and bestiality.

Yemen on the Edge

ECtHR Rules that Aspects of UK Surveillance
Regime has violated Human Rights Law

Human Rights Victor y for LGBTQ
Communities in India
A historic moment for LGBTQ communities
in India after the unanimous decision of India’s
Supreme Court to decriminalise homosexuality
by limiting the application of relevant law,
viewing consensual same-sex intercourse as a
criminal offence (BBC, 2018). According to

from communications service providers violated
Article 10 of the Convention as there were
insufficient safeguards in respect of confidential
journalistic material.” The ruling signifies an
important step towards the protection of human
rights and specifically citizens’ rights to privacy
and freedom of expression.

The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
has ruled that the Government Communications
Headquarters’ (GCHQ’s) methods have violated
Articles 8 (right to private life) and 10 (freedom
of Expression) of the European Convention
on Human Rights (ECHR) (Bowcott, 2018).
This comes after Edward Snowden’s 2013
revelations about unlawful surveillance methods
by a number of governments, including the UK
(Casciani, 2018). According to the ruling “the
regime for obtaining communications data
from communications service providers violated
Article 8 as it was not in accordance with the law;
and [...] both the bulk interception regime and
the regime for obtaining communications data

The ongoing civil war in Yemen has had
irreversible consequences for the civilians with
many suffering from acute malnutrition. Despite
the numerous calls for ceasefire, the ongoing
conflict has led the country in great humanitarian
need, lacking infrastructure, medical facilities,
food, fuel and medical supplies. Recently, the
UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Yemen Lise
Grande raised the deteriorating situation in the
country noting that almost a million people
“in the governorate are desperate for food and
90,000 pregnant women are at enormous risk.
Families need everything – food, cash, health
care, water, sanitation, emergency supplies,
specialized support and many need shelter.”

#HumanRights #Overview #CRWnews
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affect vital aid deliveries to millions’. Retrieved from: https://

CALL FOR ACTION FOR SHARON

india-45429664.

UN News (2018)Yemen: ‘Time is running out’ to head off

Ruth Mumbi

Owen Bowcott, O. (2018) GCHQ data collection regime

from: https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019322

Sources:
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Retrieved from:https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-

violated human rights, court rules. The Guardian. Retrieved

devastating famine, warns UN food agency chief. Retrieved

Human Rights Defender and the convener of
Grassroots Women Initiative Network (GRAWINET)
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co.uk/news/uk-45510662
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Retrieved from: https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/
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PETITION BY THE COALITION FOR
GRASSROOTS HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDERS KENYA AND GRASSROOTS
WOMEN INITIATIVE KENYA ON
THE MURDER OF SHARON OTIENO
PRESENTED TO THE OP DURING
#JUSTICEFORSHARON MARCH IN
NAIROBI ON TUESDAY 11 SEPTEMBER
2018
We the Kenyans from all walks of life gather here
today at the Jeevanjee Gardens in Nairobi calling
for speedy conclusion of the investigations and
prosecution of the main suspect behind the
gruesome and cruel murder of Rongo University

student Sharon Otieno whose body was found
dumped at Kodera Forest in Homa Bay County.
Fully aware that in the past such cases of
murder has been unresolved despite promises
by the police and those in authorities that no
stones will be left unturned. We would like to
tell the authorities that this case will not be a
normal case as the others as Kenyans are tired of
increasing cases of murders where the powerful
and the mighty use their position to eliminate
the perceived opponents and we shall mobilize
countrywide demonstration of parents, sisters,
brothers and University and College students to
demand for action to be taken.

#CallForAction #JusticeForSharon #Kenya
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committed suicide in police cells as was the
case with the main suspect in the attempted
murder of former Wajir County Finance CEC
who allegedly committed suicide at Parklands
Police Station.
We are also calling on the Kenyans to rise
up against increased cases of mafia like
assassinations and murders in Kenya and is
asking them to stay put and be ready to come
out in large numbers should they be called upon
at in such time as it may require especially when
we feel that the case of Sharon is being bungled.

🗣🗣
🗣🗣
On the same breath we would also want to tell
the authorities to ensure that past cases where
students and innocent Kenyans have been killed
under unclear circumstances are resolved as that
has encouraged killing with impunity as the
perpetrators know that they will not be held
to account.
We would also want to ask the authorities to
confiscate travel documents of all the suspects
and place them under surveillance as this case is
of national importance and public interest and
those in authorities to step aside to allow for
speedy investigations.
We are also saddened by attempt by people
believed to be linked to perpetrators threatening
the family of the Late Sharon and is asking the
authorities to ensure that the family of Sharon
and anybody who might be in a way or another
linked to the murder are placed not only under
surveillance but also under security as we do
not want to hear of cases where suspects have
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THE SOCIAL MOVEMENT LED BY SCHOOL
CHILDREN IN BANGLADESH IS FAR FROM
BEING FINISHED
Rumana Hashem

Research Fellow, Department of Politics and International Studies,
University of Warwick

WE SAY NO TO FEMICIDE!
WE SAY NO TO IDENTITY
POLITICS THAT CRIMINALIZES
AND MARGINALIZES WOMEN
AND GIRLS!
WE SAY NO TO VIOLATION OF
RIGHT TO LIFE!
WE SAY NO TO PATRIARCHY
THAT OPPRESSES, EXPLOITS
AND COMMODIFIES WOMEN,
THEIR BODIES, THEIR LIVES,
THEIR SEXUALITY AND
THEIR WORK!
WE SAY NO TO IMPUNITY!
WE SAY NO TO IDENTITY
ASSASSINATION!

In late July when our eyes were focused on the
wildfires near Athens in Greece, and the flight
and ferry delays that occurred in Europe due to
extreme weather, a powerful social movement led
by school children for road safety and rule of law
got underway in Bangladesh, a post-colonial state
in South Asia. The movement started following
the tragic deaths of two students and injuries of
many school children in a road accident in Dhaka
on 29 July. As their friends were killed by a speedy
bus which crashed into students attempting to
cross a highway, thousands of school students
protested by blocking roads, demanding that
drivers show vehicle inspection certificates and
licences before they could proceed. They called
for the government to regulate the chaotic roads
in the country. Starting from 29 July the protests,
spear-headed by a generation of students aged
7-19 years, continued through mid August.
Children chanted slogans We Want Justice. The
phenomenon is something new in Bangladesh’s
socio-political history.
Bangladesh is a country where road safety record
is abysmal. Over the last three years, more than
25,000 deaths occurred in road accidents while

#SocialMovement #ChildrenActivists
#Bangladesh #Education

7397 people died in accidents in 2017. Even so,
the roads and highways remain unregulated,
allowing reckless driving which killed an eightmonth old baby in late August. Students’ demand
of safe traffic, called “better road safety”, has
resonated with what common people would want
in Bangladesh. Floated by school students in
Jhigatola, the protests were joined by university
students across the city. The administration
was reluctant to listen to students demand.
Therefore they declared intense protests until
the administration holds the transport drivers
accountable for violating traffic rules.
Tens of thousands of school, college and
university students came together and took to
the streets demanding better road safety, rule of
law and justice. Students have performed protest
songs on the streets of Dhaka, day in and day
out. They were holding innovative placards and
festoons, written all by themselves. They held
demonstrations, and carried out checks on
drivers’ and vehicles’ license on highways – a job
that police failed to do for decades. Their major
slogan is: We Want Justice.
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It was heartening to see the commitment,
determination, and unity of young people on road
safety and better regulation, which also curved
into a larger expression of increasing frustration
over corruption, lack of accountability and
transparency, norms of law being violated, and
relative impunity. Common people, including
many teachers and the parents of children have
supported the cause. It was expected that the
administration would have responded promptly
to young people’s demand and would ensure rule
of law. Instead of recognising the significance of
the movement, the government has chosen to
be hostile to the protesters. After the fifth day
of students protest, Bangladesh has witnessed
in horror that a spate of violent activities took
hold of the streets of Dhaka - apparently
perpetrated by groups claiming association with
the government. The student demonstrations
have been opposed harshly by the police, the
members of the ruling party, and state security
agencies. Hence, a non-violent movement turned
into a violent one. It is appalling in the way that
a peaceful social movement by the school and
college students is being vilified and demonised,
as reported, by different functionaries affiliated
to the ruling party.
State-led violence against activists is not
uncommon in South Asian countries. The
recent development in India in relation to Dalit
rights, the raids and arrests of human rights
defenders is vivid example of how shutting down
public dissents occurs in a South Asian state.
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However, the level of human rights violation
and the mechanism used to impede the students
movement for better road safety and justice have
reached all records of human rights violation
in the plains of Bangladesh after dictatorship.
Starting with attacks by ruling party goons, who
had beaten students and destroyed the camera
and phones of people, including journalists who
were recording the incidents, the police cracked
down on protests, fired teargas, arrested and
whipped students and journalists who were
on duty.
On 4 August, local media was censored and
jammers used on social media, preventing
citizens from knowing the facts when parts of
the city became warzone. On 5 August, mobile
internet was slowed down to quell student
protests. Police tracked down activists from
Facebook, raided homes, took away children
from their parents, and put them on remand and
tortured. The parents of female students were
phoned and warned that their daughters were
being kidnapped by ruling party activists. At least
200 protesters have been injured, 22 students
arrested, and more than a dozen journalists
attacked during the crack down on protests.
When the university teachers, parents of students
and left political activists took stand in support
of students, it stoked to those in power. The
authorities embarked on criminalising both
students and their supporters through arbitrary
arrests. Victims include a mother of six years
old young baby girl, a guardian of three teens
and nationally famed actress, Quazi Nawshaba
Ahmed. Hostile to the movement police has
taken Nawshaba on remand and detained for
three weeks over a Facebook post which they
claimed was misleading. She was only granted
a temporary bail after she fell ill on remand.
During her detention Nawshaba has developed
multiple conditions including stern pain in spinal
cord, urine infection and low pressure.

The chronicle of criminalising a politically
greatly significant social movement goes beyond
recounting. Most violent case is the abduction
and arrest of a globally renowned photojournalist
and a rights activist, Shahidul Alam. The
photographer was awarded Bangladesh’s premier
honour, the Shilpakala Padak Award, in 2014
for making invaluable contributions to the
country’s art and culture. In spite of his three
decades long contributions to Bangladesh, he
was abducted on the night of 5 August from
his home by 30-35 plainclothes men claiming
to be from Detective Branch (DB) Police hours
after he gave an interview to Al Jazeera English
where he criticises the government’s role in
violence. On the following day Shahidul was
taken to the Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate’s
Court, and shown as arrested in a case filed
by the DB police under the Section 57 of
Bangladesh’s Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Act. Section 57 of the ICT
Act of Bangladesh is a highly controversial law,
commonly known as “a draconian law”, because
it stifles free speech and enables people to be
sentenced for up to 14 years. In some cases, the
imprisoned can face execution.

Shahidul Alam said that he was tortured
before he was taken to the court on 6 August.
The mechanism for silencing dissents which
the South Asian government has chosen is
more than brutal. Conversely, supports to the
student’s movement in and outside Bangladesh

are much greater than the perpetrators could
see. Following repeated violence against school
children, university students and journalists
in Dhaka, eminent citizens at national and
international levels have expressed grave
concerns and called on the government to
immediately release protesters. The attack on
Bangladesh’s most respected photographer
has not only shook the nation but also created
worldwide outrage.
On 8 August, the Nipiron Birodhee Shikhok
in Dhaka demanded immediate release of all
protesters. On 9 August, the influential Human
Rights Forum of Bangladesh held a press
conference demanding the immediate release of
the photographer. On 10 August, an open letter
signed by more than 100 eminent individuals
and organizations under the banner of the
Transnational Friends of Bangladesh and the
Teachers Against Abuse and Torture (TAAT)
called on the Bangladeshi government to stop
torturing and “victim-blaming” the protesters,
and instead focus on catching the criminals.
Alongside a series of protests in Bangladesh,
several more protests were held in India, London,
Nepal, and in Mexico demanding the immediate
release of Shahidul Alam and detained protesters.
Since 6 August, many Nobel laureates and
intellectuals including Amartya Sen, US linguist
and philosopher Noam Chomsky, Indian writer
Arundhati Roy, Canadian author Naomi Klein
and Indian intellectual Vijay Prashad have all
spoken out. Environmentalists, refugee rights
archivists and photographers including Alfredo
Quarto, Anu Muhammad, Miriam Rose, Paul
Dudman, Peter Marshall, Roger Moody and
Samarendra Das have raised voices against arrest
of Shahidul and all protesters. Frontline activists
and prominent feminists including Maryam
Namazie, Rahila Gupta, Gita Sahgal, Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, and Nira Yuval-Davis have
also spoken out. Award-winning national and
international media have been publishing on the
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student protests and the detention of Shahidul.
Several national and international photography
associations and press bodies, including the
Reporters Without Borders and the Committee
to Protect Journalists have demanded Shahidul’s
immediate release. Also on 29 August, Tulip
Siddiq, a British (Labour) MP who also happens
to be the niece of Bangladesh’s prime minister,
has called on her aunt to release Shahidul Alam.
Despite widespread criticism, the Bangladeshi
authority stands stern on the question of
Shahidul Alam’s release. Efforts to criminalising
the movement through false charges against
students and the photographer, and desperate
attacks to demonise Shahidul Alam and
supporters of the students movement continue
till today. While some detained protesters
were released before Eid, Shahidul along with
several students remain jailed. The acclaimed
photographer’s arrest is indeed a way to divert
our attention from the social movement. The
ruling party intellectuals and some national
newsmen have engaged, in particular, in
normalising impunity and demonising the
photographer by their vicious writings and toxic
stories based on rumours. Prime Minister’s son
and her ICT Adviser, Sajeeb Wazed, himself
appeared on social media accusing the students
and the photographer as responsible for violence.
It is claimed by the pro-government media that
the students’ movement for road safety is a nonpolitical phenomenon which the opposition has
capitalised in and gave a political colour. Such
claim in fact misrecognises the very political
goal of the movement and the involvement of
many left political activists who have actively
supported the students from the beginning.

The rumours seeking to vilify the photographer
and the claim that the movement is non-political
will not last long. Supports to both Shahidul’s
release and the students movement for justice
have been growing every day. People have
become more conscious these days. The ongoing
social movement stands as a highly political
one which any level-headed legislator would
acknowledge. The young people have shown that
it is indeed possible to imagine a different society
inclusive of youth public participation. Students,
teachers and political activists involved in the
movement say that this is just the beginning of
a significant movement for which Bangladesh
has long-since waited. There is a long way to
go and a lot more to do than merely seeking
release of those arrested. Students are eager to
get back to the streets as soon as they can. It
is commonsensical to suggest that the social
movement led by students is moving forward.
The movement is far from finished.

ARCHIVES, AGENCY AND ACTIVISM:
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT IN
REFUGEE HISTORY AT THE IASFM
CONFERENCE IN THESSALONIKI
Paul Dudman

Archivist at the University of East London,
Convenor of the Oral History Society Migration Special Interest Group

My initial idea for this article was to title it “The
International Conference: The Good, the Bad
and the Tediously Mundane” but on reflection
this title was perhaps a little harsh. The focus of
this article will be to both the roles of agency and
activism in notions of refugee history whilst also
reflecting on my attendance at the International
Association for the Study of Forced Migration
(IASFM) conference held in Thessaloniki,
Greece, in late July 2018.
However, as I began to plan to article, I felt
the importance of framing the “international”
aspects of his conference in relation to ongoing
project work we are undertaking at the “local”
level. Regular readers of the Citizens Rights
Watch newsletter may have stumbled upon a
couple of my previous articles for the newsletter
discussing aspects of my work with the Archive
of the Refugee Council at the University of East
London. My work with the Refugee Council
Archive began almost sixteen years ago and over
this time we have developed the archive, which

dates from 1951 following the establishment
of the UN Refugee Convention, as one of the
foremost archival collections in the UK focusing
specifically on documenting, preserving and
making accessible materials recording the
refugee and migration experiences. Archives are
in essence a repository of stories and memories,
both individual and collective.
In late July 2018, the author attended the
b-annual conference of the International
Association for the Study of Forced Migration
(IASFM). The 17th IASFM conference, entitled
“Whither Refugees: Restrictionism, Crises and
Precarity Writ Large” was held in the Greek city
of Thessaloniki, which has born witness to both
current and historical waves of migration over
its illustrious history. Whilst modern Greece is
never far from the headlines in relation to the
recent “refugee crisis”, it is important to place
this context of a much longer migration history.
Following the Ottoman Empire’s re-conquest of
Thessaloniki in March 1430, growing Muslim
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November, 1973. There is also a monument in
honour of the Polytechnic students killed in the
Greek Resistance during World War Two and
a commemoration service is held every year on
the anniversary of the uprising.

and Jewish communities established themselves
within the city. Thessaloniki was to became a
refuge for a large Jewish population due to the
migration of Jews from the Iberian Peninsula
and northern Europe following the expulsion
of Sephardic Jews from Spain under the rule of
Ferdinand and Isabella. Indeed, Thessaloniki was
eventually to host the largest Jewish communities
in the world prior to the creation of the State of
Israel. Thessaloniki was also to play an important
role in the Greek-Turkey Population Exchange
between 1922 and 1924, as a result of the
Treaty of Lausanne, (1923). This resulted in
the resettlement of refugees in Thessaloniki from
Asia Minor and the Black Sea region (Pontos).
“Their large influxes created refugee districts,
such as Kalamaria, while the Muslims of the
city were deemed as “exchangeables” and forced
to move to Turkey.” (Thessaloniki Free Map,
GreekGuide.com). An example of this is the
ancient Church of the Acheiropoietos situated
in the heart of Thessaloniki’s city centre in Agias
Sodias street. Mosiacs and bricks from the
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church have been dated to between 450 to 470
AD, making Acheiropoietos perhaps the oldest
surviving church in the city. Acheiropoietos
became the first church to be converted into
a mosque following the Ottoman conquest
in 1430 and was an important sanctuary for
hosting refugees from Asia Minor during the
1922-1923 population exchange.
Prior to the IASFM conferences, I attended the
Feminist Researchers Against Borders Summer
School Taster event in Athens, situated in the
Exarchia district of Athens, near to the National
Archaeological Museum and the National
Technical University “Polytechnnio”, where a
workshop was to take place. The Polytechnic
seemed a very appropriate place a Feminist
workshop given its long history of student
activism and student sit-ins. It has an important
place in the history of Athens due to being the
location for the historic student uprisings against
the military dictatorship in Greece between 1967
and 1974, which were violently put down on 17

The workshop was a great way to prepare
ourselves for the subsequent conference as it
encouraged participants to engage with a no
borders framework incorporating intersectional
feminist methodologies and related approaches
to studying the refugee crisis from feminist
perspectives. A key aspect of the programme
was that it allowed for participants to work
in collaboration with frontline activists and
organisers familiar with the ongoing situation in
Greece. This was a great way to start to remove
yourself from the overly comforting environment
of the academy and start to reflect on refugees
issues with much more of an activist mindset.
For me personally, it was useful to situate these
activist discussions within the wider context
of the city of Athens itself, where evidence of
protest is everywhere from slogans and graffiti
painted on walls, to posters appearing on almost
every street corner in support of both refugee
issues but also wider issues of community
human resources. It made me think, how do
we, as archivists, go about documenting these
sites of resistance (or even sites of sabotage)
for the future. These are, in my opinion, just
as important as an evidentiary record as any
minutes of a Government meeting or annual
report. How do we ensure the community
participation is recorded and documented as a
human right, to honour those who have taken
up the challenge of promoting human rights on
the frontline?
It was with these thoughts very much in my mind
that we moved on to the IASFM conference
in Thessaloniki. Entitled, “Whither Refugees:
Restrictionism, Crises and Precarity Writ Large,”
the conference was proved to be an intense, but

very productive, experience covering a number
of sessions and constructive engagement and
networking with refugee and migration studies
academics, activists and practitioners. For the
conference, I was attending in several capacities,
as Co-Convenor of the IASFM Working Group
on Archiving and Documentation of the History
of Forced Migration and Refugees (www.iasfm.
org/adfm) and as a Research Cluster lead for
the Emerging Scholars and Practitioners on
Migration Issues (ESPMI) Network (https://
espminetwork.com/researchclusters). This
enabled reflection on issues that I believe are
not readily discussed within the fields of refugee
and forced migration studies and perhaps more
widely in human rights discourses.
For our Working Group, we held a workshop
entitled, “The Past in the Present: Orienting
Forced Migration Scholarship and Practice
around History,” we sought to bring together
academics, archivists and practitioners
concerned with the past as an influence on the
present. It sought to broaden the discussion on
documentation, preservation and research on the
history of forced migration and refugees and
to encourage engagement from participants
who had not previously had the opportunity to
foreground their interest in this area.
Speakers were encouraged to give short
provocations on selected questions we had
chosen in the hope of helping to stimulate
discussion. Questions included the role of ethics
in utilizing historical/archival information in
research project or legal case; barriers to accessing
or addressing historical/archival information,
whether practical issues or systematic disinterest
in digging deep when there are “more pressing”
current concerns and whether (dis)continuities
appear over time in migration accounts and
how these affect our work. Our speakers
discussed provocations around the subjects of
: the negative representation and labelling of
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refugees in policy-making and news reporting in
the context of the current hostile environment;
Contesting the notion of the “border as archive”
as a way of understanding contested border
crossings; and Using archival materials and oral
histories relating to the Partition of India. This
was followed by an engaging discussion around
the notions of “what is an archive” and how can
archival collections by used to ethically represent
refugee and migration narratives and exploring
the range and scope of materials that an archive
focusing on the refugee experience should be
collecting? We were also able to host an AGM
for our Working Group which discussed our
plans around the creation of an international
information hub for refugee archives, to help
facilitate access to archival collections and to
act as a platform for supporting documentation
work on refugee and migration issues.
Our work with the research and knowledge
clusters as ESPMI has resolved around several
key features including dissemination and public
engagement with forced migration research;
supporting emerging scholars and practitioners;
methodological challenges in forced migration;
and bridging forced migration research to
policy and practice. Each of these knowledge
clusters is grounded in the realisation that
for research in the field of refugee and forced
migration studies to be effective, it needs to
be effectively disseminated in ways that move
beyond the traditional academic article or
monograph to engage effectively with a broader
audience. Emerging scholars need support
in their research to help challenge existing
methodological practices and to help bridge
the often-gaping chasms between academic
research; policy and direct activist work on
the ground. In forced migration and refugee
studies, just as in many other disciplines, status
quos need to be challenged and new ideas and
approaches need the space to be encouraged,
discussed and enacted.

I hope this article has given a very brief overview
of the many stimulating discussions held during
our Greece adventure. From challenging notions
of knowledge dissemination and supporting
emerging scholars and practitioners through to
considerations on how we can better engage with
history and archives as a means of developing our
own practice. It was also a great opportunity to
engage with activists and practitioners working
on the frontline of the current refugee situation
whilst considering the legacy of past migrations
in the built environments of the cities in which
we were based.

THE PLIGHT OF NURSING MOTHERS IN
PUBLIC SPACES IN KENYA
Ruth Mumbi

Human Rights Defender and the convener of
Grassroots Women Initiative Network (GRAWINET)

French philosopher, Michel Foucault, once
postulated that “the planning of a city is a
political phenomenon”. He was right. Indeed,
the planning of cities and public places is a
political phenomenon, in that it mirrors in every
sense the political and structural configuration of
the society in question. In patriarchal societies,
cities and public spaces are designed to mirror
the needs and whims of men. This happened
to be the bitter truth I encountered about a
month ago when I had to rush to Nairobi’s
central business district for a meeting. As part
of Nairobi’s network of human rights’ defenders,
a call to a meeting or to try and secure bail for
a Kenyan arrested with no charge or a fellow
human rights’ defender being persecuted by the
state machinery is common.

On this material day, I rushed to Nairobi’s
central business district with my two month
old bundle of joy, the joys of motherhood still
gushing through my veins with bouts and bouts
of happy hormones. But soon the happiness was
turned into a nasty headache. In a patriarchal
society such as Kenya, public spaces are
designed for a cosmopolitan population that is
predominantly male. It is no wonder then that
most establishments would rather have urinals
than proper gender-sensitive toilets.
For an infant who is constantly on the need to
breastfeed, there was nowhere to breastfeed in
the restaurant that we had booked ourselves
into. Breastfeeding the baby was thus a matter
of wearing a brave face irrespective of the
unwanted and uncomfortable attention this
attracted from various male eyes. Neither was
there a baby changing area for soiled nappies.
I have had a mental shift on the use of diapers
since early this year, after reading an article on
how un-environmental friendly diapers and pads
are, since they take 400-800 years to decompose.
Therefore, it is only acceptable that as you read
this, challenge the thought of the convenience
of diapers during travel, and adopt the back to
basics culture. Following this, I had to request
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a taxi from Uber, the digital tax hailing mobile
app, to get into so that I can change the soiled
nappies of the Baby.
What is nauseating about this whole ordeal
is that this is not an isolated incidence. These
are experiences shared by mothers in almost
every other public space in Kenya. while
cities and public spaces are governed by the
devolved governments (County governments),
there are no laws at the national level enacted
by the Senate to govern the laws and by-laws
that counties enact especially those touching
on nursing mothers. Secondly, the patriarchal
nature of politics at the grassroots where men
dominate the politics makes the laws and bylaws largely dwell on plight of businessmen
bankrolling politics at the devolved levels or on
perks to benefit members of county assemblies
including on foreign travel. Thirdly, the various
professional bodies that would have heralded a
revolution in the planning of cities and public
spaces including the Architectural Society of
Kenya, the Engineers’ Registration Board, the
Hospitality Industry Association among other
stakeholders are by and large patriarchal and as
such do not take into consideration of the plight
of nursing mothers.

There is thus a need for a paradigm shift in the
planning and designing of our cities, urban centres
and public places at the macro and meso level in
order to accommodate the needs and plight of all

citizens including nursing mothers and persons
living with disabilities. This is thus a call for the
Kenyan Legislature, the National Assembly and
the Senate to offer guidance to the devolved
governments as well as to statutory bodies such
as the Kenya Railways Corporation, the National
Transport and Safety Authority, the Kenya
National Highways Authority, the Kenya Urban
Roads Authority and the Kenya Rural Roads
Authority through a national legislation that
makes it mandatory to accommodate the needs
of nursing mothers in existing and upcoming
social amenities. In this light, Grassroots Women
Initiative Network-Kenya saw it within our rights
to now foster the possibility of appointment to
office, a women leader for the Deputy Governor
Position, In county governance. We spoke with
due dilligence and surity that there can never
lack a Grassroots voice for appointment that will
speak and champion for the rightful right of a
Grassroots Hoipolloi, more so women.
There is also a need for the various professional
bodies that are charged with the planning of
cities and public spaces including the Council
of Governors, the Architectural Society of
Kenya, the Engineers’ Registration Board,
the Hospitality Industry Association among
other stakeholders to be at the frontline in
guaranteeing that the future of our society
is safeguarded by safeguarding the rights of
nursing mothers and looking into their plight
in the status quo and addressing and rectifying
the same accordingly.

ARE DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
UNIVERSAL CONCEPTS?
Jack Frank Sigman, MA

Buckingham Institute for Human Rights and Genocide Studies

The assertion that democracy and human
rights are universal concepts hinges on the
definition of “universal concept,” the definition
of human rights, and the relationship between
democracy and human rights. The basic
definition of “concept” is thought; “universal”
indicates worldwide acceptance. Human rights
can be simply defined as those rights which
are possessed by the sheer fact of being human
(Hayden 2001, 4; Yimga n.d., 2). However, the
exact composition of these rights is controversial.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) (United Nations Human Rights
2018), enumerates the generally accepted
human rights. According to the United
Nations (UN), “the UDHR is universal in its
content and application” (Center for Human
Rights 2018) and although not binding law,
“constitutes an obligation for the members of
the international community" (UNAC n.d.).
In the UDHR, Article 21.1 states, “Everyone
has the right to take part in the government of
his country, directly or through freely chosen
representatives” (UNHCR 2018). Basically,
Article 21.1 explicitly implies that democracy
is a human right and, as assumed with all of the
rights enumerated in the UDHR, a universal
concept. However, the premise that every right,

including democracy, listed in the UDHR, are
actually rights, must be discussed.
Yimga (n.d., 1) advances the notion that while
human rights are a universally recognized
ideal, there is no really agreed upon standard
set of rights, as with most UN conventions,
compromise is the only way to achieve political
agreement. Going further, Natsios (USIP 2002,
4) implies that not all human rights are equal.
Langlois (2003, 992-3) notes that although the
universality of human rights is taken for granted,
the concept is not truly universal. Hypothetically,
Langlois (2003, 993-4) continues, without
endorsing the theory, discusses the notion of
separating the promotion of human rights
from the promotion of democracy as a method
of advancing human rights without the copromotion of liberal democracy as exemplified
western values which are rejected in many
parts of the developing world. The theory is
that the co-promotion of an already rejected
liberal democracy, with human rights, causes
the rejection of human rights. Indeed, the
legitimacy given human rights by virtue of UN
promotion, ahead of democracy, makes even
authoritarian states give acknowledgement of
human rights abuses (Langlois 2003, 996-7).
Halperin seemingly agrees that the promotion
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position that the concepts of human rights and
democracy are universal.

of human rights and democracy must be
balanced (USIP 2002, 3). However, Halperin
seems more concerned with the promotion of
democracy, which seems counter-productive in
the promotion of human rights.
Continuing with the theme of democracy not
being universally accepted, Chopra and Hohe
(2004, 244-5) discuss the ramification of forcing
democracy on a population that has little
understanding of the political legitimacy inferred
by elections, in which case, when election results
are not favorable to certain groups, violence
flares resulting in the reemergence of human
rights violations. Others, such as Kishore
Mahbubani (Financial Times 1999), believe that
Asia can do without western style democracy
as it disrupts civil society, and that Asian
culture is not enamored with such Western
values, However, Mahbubani does believe that
“economic progress will fuel demand” (Financial
Times 1999) for democracy. On the other hand,
Amartya Sen ( 1997) argues that there is no such
thing as “Asian values” and that the immensity
of the land mass, which contains 60% of Earth’s
population, makes even such a notion as “Asian
values” an improbability. While acknowledging
that differences exist, those differences are
not enough to indicate that the basic concept
of human rights and democracy do not exist
in the various Asian cultures, furthering the
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Shifting from the concerns of an Asian culture
to the concerns of Islam, An-Na’im (2002, 316,
318-9) finds that reliance on Shari’a, the Islamic
code of law, formulated through interpretation
of the Quran and the Sunna, is used to refute
human rights as being inapplicable to women
and non-Muslims. However, An-Na’im believes
that the Quran can be interpreted in a fashion
that can be acceptable to the vast majority of
Muslims proving the applicability of such rights
for all, thereby bringing the Islamic world into
human rights compliance.
The African Union, while also dealing with Islam,
is concerned with cultural mores that affect the
application of human rights. Gawanas (n.d.
141) reflects that, while not opposed to human
rights legislation in most African states, African
culture still discriminates against women and
the battle to end those discriminatory practices
is routinely seen as an attempt to reinstate the
control of the former colonial powers.
Finally, Tenson (2001, 379-80), dealing with
“cultural relativism,” indicates that human rights
standards vary among cultures and that even the
very meaning of the rights enumerated in the
UDHR vary among cultures. While Tenson
disagrees with the concept of cultural relativism
(2001, 381-2), possibly for political reasons, it
still appears to be a valid theory. As such, it stands
to reason that not every political body accepts
that all of the rights enumerated by the UDHR
are truly rights. Taylor (2001, 410-411) deals
with the specific wording of the UDHR, in that
certain terms have distinctly different definitions
in different cultures. With different definitions
comes different meanings and thus no sense of
specific human rights as a universal concept.

In conclusion, the hopes of the many who seek
world peace and stabilization, through the
advancement of human rights and democracy
throughout the world, will likely be frustrated
as the lack of a common language and common
definitions, and therefore a commiserate lack of
common acceptance of those rights, will slow
that advancement for years to come. While the
concept of human rights and democracy may
be a universal, acceptance is not universal at all.
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CULTURAL RELATIVISM VS
UNIVERSALITY OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Ruth Delbaere

MA in Law (Ghent), LL.M. in International Legal Studies (NYU),
both with a strong focus on human rights

“Human rights are not universal but relative
to culture and traditions.” This is an argument
which is sometimes used by certain Middle
Eastern States and Muslim scholars as well as by
some Western scholars. It may be useful to first
summarize the basic position of universalists on
the one hand and cultural relativists on the other
hand: universalists believe that there are common
human rights standards that apply everywhere,
whereas cultural relativists believe that human
rights are dependent on cultural context and that
there are therefore no universal standards. I would
like to explore the argument of cultural relativism
further and offer some critical thoughts on the
subject.

Firstly, the most important international human
rights instruments, such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), do not seem to allow for
cultural relativism. The principle of universality
is key throughout these instruments. For instance,
the preamble of the UDHR proclaims “this
Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a
common standard of achievement for all peoples
and all nations”. Both the UDHR and the ICCPR
moreover consistently refer to “everyone”, “anyone”
and “all human beings” when spelling out specific
rights, which once again affirms the universal
character of these rights.

Certainly, the backlash against the universality
of human rights is, in my opinion, partly
understandable due to a history of Western
centrism and colonialism in Latin America,
Africa, the Middle East and Asia. It is somewhat
reasonable that countries are hesitant to accept the
“Western” notion of human rights after centuries
of Western domination. Nevertheless, I see several
important problems with the argument of cultural
relativism to oppose the universal character of
human rights.

Secondly, if we have to take culture into account in
a human rights context, what exactly do we mean
by culture? It is a very vague concept indeed, and
one that is often used to imply that cultures are
static and uncontested, while in reality cultures are
dynamic and contested. Perhaps certain cultural
traditions that would allow for discrimination
against women or minorities are accepted by some
people in that culture, but not by all people. Do we
therefore follow the values, ideas and traditions of
a culture as put forward by the State? Or should
we also look at how civil society views these

cultural practices? Because in reality, some cultural
practices and values may be highly controversial
even in the culture they are claimed to be an
essential part of. Indeed, arguments of cultural
relativism usually seem to come from States or
scholars, not from regular citizens struggling
under human rights abuses. Furthermore, in
some countries women still do not have a voice,
so it is difficult to know whether they would also
agree with the argument of cultural relativism or
whether they would prefer human and women’s
rights to be applied universally. As a result, I
believe that claims that some human rights cannot
be respected because they are incompatible with
cultural values, practices or traditions, should be
taken with a grain of salt and further examined
in light of the opinions of civil society.
Thirdly, when cultural relativism is invoked,
often religion is seen as part of the culture that is
referred to. But if this is the case, which part of the
religious practice do we look at? In the example of
Islam, the first impulse could be to look at Shariah.
However, it is a fact that there are several human
understandings of what Shariah means, so that
the interpretation and application of Shariah in
practice (fiqh) differs greatly between Muslims.
Which fiqh would we therefore take into account
in establishing “culturally sensitive” human rights?
It seems to me that it would be easy for cultural
relativists who invoke this argument to try to bend
human rights law in accordance with their own
interpretation of Shariah.
Fourthly, Ann Elizabeth Mayer raises an
interesting point in Chapter 1 of her book “Islam
and Human Rights – Traditions and Politics”. She
criticizes both conservative and liberal Westerners
for being conditioned by the cultural relativist
mindset to think that people in non-Western
countries are content with systems that Westerners
themselves would find oppressive. While I believe
that this argument is not necessarily true and
requires more research into the opinions of civil

society and citizens of the countries in question,
it is certainly a thought-provoking contribution
to the debate. Why would we as Westerners
assume that non-Western people are content
with living under a regime that violates human
rights standards? Is it just because we believe we
should be tolerant to different cultures? Tolerance
and respect for cultures is of course essential in
my view, but this does not mean that we should
also tolerate and respect human rights abuses if
citizens are suffering under these regimes.
The concept of universality may not be perfect
in practice either, as some degree of sensitivity
to differences in culture may be warranted in
particular circumstances. Nonetheless, it is in my
opinion the better option to see universality as
an underlying basic principle of all human rights,
since all of the abovementioned issues are evidence
of the highly problematic nature of the concept
of cultural relativism in the context of human
rights. Often times, cultural relativism is in my
view indeed used by governments to fend off any
criticism regarding human rights abuses in their
respective countries. I will therefore wrap up with
this fitting quote by Bassam Tibi: “To consider
practices related to the violation of human rights
as being an expression of a different culture cannot
be tolerated”.
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FLOWER THROWERS AT THE
FRONTLINES:
SHRINKING CIVIC SPACE VERSUS
NICARAGUA’S STUDENT-LED CIVIL
UPRISING
Elyne Sarissa Doornbos
Field researcher

On April 18th, students in Nicaragua’s major
cities sparked what would become a national
civil uprising, the size of which the country
had not seen in over thirty years. Triggered by
both the social security reforms of the Instituto
Nicaragüense de Seguridad Social (INSS)
and the bushfire in the Indio Maíz Biological
Reserve , the revolt needed only three days to
render a return to the status quo unlikely at best.
From the onset, government allies – including
the Juventud Sandinista, the National Police,
and paramilitary forces – have been actively
involved in widespread intimidation and deadly
repression of protesters, resulting in the loss of
at least 448 lives to this date. Social protests
turned conflicts as the National Police and
anti-riot units (antimotines) cracked down on
those in the streets with brutal and excessive
use of force. With a politics ‘from above’ of and
out of fear, the Ortega-Murillo government
is presumed to be improvising, in a defensive

rather than proactive manner based on a
strategy of repression that includes murders,
disappearances, and extrajudicial detentions and
torture of protesters and human rights defenders.
Now, some 4 months into the national uprising,
Nicaragua’s economy is in crisis as a result of
nationwide roadblocks and dried up tourism.
Exacerbated by government-induced violence
and fear of retaliation, thousands of Nicaraguans
are currently fleeing their motherland. In
neighbouring Costa Rica, for example, some 200
Nicaraguans apply for asylum every day. Yet
despite ongoing international pressure to resume
a National Dialogue followed by early elections,
President Ortega recently announced that the
2021 ballot would not be pushed forward ,
because this would supposedly destabilize the
country. Prospects for a meaningful exchange
between protesters and the administration are
also off the table, following a first round of talks
in May. Although students initially proclaimed

that “we cannot sit down to negotiate with
a repressive and genocidal government” ,
mediation by the Episcopal Conference of
the Roman Catholic Church succeeded in
bringing all parties to the table, including the
presidential couple, the private sector, and
civil society organizations (CSOs), on May
16th. Here, Lester Alemán, who had by then
become one of the student leaders, called on
the government to cease the repression and
murder of protesters and told Ortega to his
face that “this is a roundtable not for dialogue,
but for the negotiation of your departure”. On
the second day of talks, on May 18th, Ortega
was a no-show, sending a group of government
representatives in his place. This was repeated
the following Monday and Wednesday, when
the bishops eventually suspended the dialogue
indefinitely following the representatives’
unwillingness to discuss electoral reforms

and early elections. The need for reforms had
arisen from Ortega’s consolidation of his party
(the Frente Sandinista de Liberación Nacional
(FSLN))’s dominance over important judicial
and legislative institutions, thereby greatly
diminishing national and international faith in
the FSLN’s commitment to democratic change.
Subsequently, constitutional amendments by
the National Assembly lifted the ban on reelection limits – a political move made popular
by Venezuela’s late president Hugo Chavez, one
of Ortega’s former closest allies. Through these
electoral changes, the current leadership rapidly
transformed itself into “another Somoza-like
regime” – which now resonates during protest
marches with the slogan “Ortega y Somoza, son
la misma cosa”.

#CivilSociety #StudentActivism #Nicaragua
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As government opponents quickly came to
outnumber proponents in the streets following
the start of the civil uprising, protesters have
since reclaimed these public spaces, turning
them into symbols of resistance alongside
universities, churches, and entire cities and
neighbourhoods which are historic hotspots
of contention: Masaya and Monimbo, Cuidad
Sandino, and Niquinohomo. As protesters rely
heavily on social media for both coordination
and visibility, President Ortega has sought to
obstruct their efforts by disabling free Wi-Fi in
public parks as a novel form of press censorship,
adding to the dissemination of ‘fake news’ and
paralyzing independent media outlets which
have long been critical of the regime. These
steps are regarded as part of Ortega’s strategy
to sow division and confusion, particularly
with an eye to people who have little access
to information and a limited understanding
of what is really happening on the ground.
While Ortega told Fox News that “there has
been a campaign of lies to hurt the image of
Nicaragua and its government”, and that the
brutal paramilitary forces are operating not on
his orders but as terrorists on behalf of the liberal
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party and drug traffickers , he simultaneously
attempted to deny protesters medical care by
firing doctors and nurses who had come to their
aid and sanctioned the persecution of political
opponents. Such reprisals against dissent
have become emblematic of the increasingly
dictatorial nature of the Ortega-Murillo dynasty,
which has been proactively shrinking civic space
for societal actors since Ortega’s re-election in
2007. With overt displays of human rights
violations, including repression, denial of the
freedoms of expression, assembly and association,
and the criminalization of social protests ,
civil rights and fundamental freedoms have
gradually crumbled in Nicaragua. Combined
with the unaccountability of institutions and
the systematic erosion of pluralism and the
independent rule of law, these trends have fully
displaced democracy by authoritarianism, as
also exemplified by the existence of parallel
governance structures which impede popular
representation of indigenous and afrodescendant communities. Furthermore, Ortega
has been using Chavez-inspired “clientelistic
policies to secure personal support from the
poor”, which awarded him with a loyalty that –

until recently – reduced the “need for repression”
remarkably. Such clientelism resonates with
Octavio Paz’s notion of the Philanthropic Ogre
– philanthropic in its commitment to raise its
people’s living standards and provide for them
(e.g. through economic assistance programs),
yet an ogre in its devotion to not let deeds of
dissent go unpunished. By rewarding loyalty,
the State politically co-opted certain social
classes (Bartra & Otero, 2005), which, for
many leaders of the contemporary Hispanic
world, diminished the need for resorting to the
types of brutal tactics that were typical of the
tyrants that had preceded them. Writing on
Mexico in 1990, Mario Vargas Llosa referred
to such leadership as “the perfect dictatorship”.
The Ortega-Murillo government’s response
to the current nationwide civic rebellion is a
textbook case of how ogres operate. According
to Amnesty International, “[t]he message sent
by the highest-ranking Nicaraguan authorities
is that they are willing to do anything to silence
the voices of those who demonstrate against this
violent repression”.
Yet there is strength in numbers, and the slogan
“we are not afraid” (no tenemos miedo) continues
to unite people behind a common cause: the
democratization of their country, and justice for
those who were lethally repressed. Spearheaded
by the self-convened Movimiento Estudiantil
19 de Abril, the national uprising saw its
support base expand rapidly, and now includes:
students, their parents (Las Madres de Abril),
pensionados, former revolutionaries, CSOs, the
Alliance of Indigenous and Afro-descendant
Peoples of Nicaragua (APIAN), academics,
campesinos, the Episcopal Conference, the
private sector (COSEP) – and even Sandinistas
themselves, exemplifying that this is a rebellion
without political colours, an expression of
emancipatory politics ‘from below’. Indeed, the
‘movement’ has brought together unlikely allies
in their struggle for democracy and social and

environmental justice, thereby merging political
and ecological strands of collective action long
visible in the country, following 11 years of power
abuse, human rights violations, environmental
destruction, and growing economic and social
inequality. In fact, university students initiated
their first march, which was repressed by the
police, on April 12th by using #SOSIndioMaíz
on social media, demanding transparency and
adequate mitigation efforts by the government
in response to the Indio Maíz bushfire. While
elaborating their demands for the National
Dialogue, one of the students pointed out that
“[d]uring the confusion of the protests, trucks
were mobilized to the biological reserves and
these then departed loaded with wood. So, as
a first demand, we ask that they clarify through
reports and data and joint investigations what’s
going on in these ecological niches”. Their call
echoes those long made by the indigenous and
afro-descendant peoples of Nicaragua’s North
and South Autonomous Regions, who have been
struggling against illegal resource exploitations
within and colonization of their communal
homelands since they gained autonomy in 1990
through the adoption of Law 28 by the National
Assembly in 1987. Now, the environmental
strands of student-led collective action in
urban areas have started to intertwine with the
political strands of rural movements, such as the
Movimiento Campesino and APIAN. Engaged
in grassroots resistance against the Interoceanic
Gran Canal project and/or for land demarcation
and titling, these latter groups have been calling
for the end of the Ortega era ever since the period
leading up to the November 2016 elections.
Discontent over Indio Maíz rendered localized
environmental conflicts visible in Nicaragua’s
major cities, thereby encouraging the confluence
of rural and urban camps of contention. Fully
united at last against a government that has
long seized to put the wellbeing of its people
and ecosystems first, one rallying cry rings truer
than ever: “¡El pueblo unido jamás será vencido!”
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SERIOUS EFFORTS NEED TO BE TAKEN
TO END JOBLESSNESS AND POVERTY
Sarfaraz Ahmed Sangi

Vice chairman Pakistan Human Rights Forum

We are part of an amazing world, of a Creator
who manages wisely this incredible system of
mother Nature. Countless people came and
played their role, passing their lives good or
bad, but went away to the next world. This
world is consisting from different colors of
nature, different cultures, languages, living
styles, religions, genders, colors and thoughts.
Everyone has his own dreams, wishes, acts and
characters. Everyone is busy to achieve their
goals, struggling to achieve something better
for their lives, for their survival, among all of
them many look happy and many sad, some have
beautiful smiles and some have silence, sadness,
and disappointment on their faces. Some so rich
that they cannot even count their own money
and there are many victims of such extreme
poverty that are begging for a single coin to
arrange just one meal. In short, I would like to
write here for every individual who lives in this
amazing and beautiful bouquet of the world.
This world is beautiful and life is the greatest
gift to us by God.
This beautiful world, unfortunately, is facing
many problems like: terrorism, ignorance,
torture, hunger, water shortage, brutality,
joblessness, poverty, health issues, and many
others that we get to see today in many parts of

the world. These problems are horrible threats
to the peace and prosperity of our world. We
can observe today that in many parts of the
world, common people live in fear, for example,
they are scared of terrorism, suffering hunger
and many live in refugee camps fleeing from
their homelands. On the other hand, the lack
of education has pushed a large number of
people to look for any source of income, which
may bring them the taste of what is called the
charming life.
I’d like to proceed by highlighting the issues
which have made the life of people too hard to
live, just like joblessness and poverty. Serious
efforts need to be taken to end the above which
I consider issues of high importance. I think
nowadays there is no other issue more dangerous
and urgent than joblessness and poverty. Poverty
and joblessness appear due to a number of
different reasons, but in many regions of the
world appear mainly because of bad governance
and states’ wrong policies. Joblessness and
poverty are so hurting that it closes all doors to
a happy life for a person who is poor and jobless.
No other can feel the sorrow of a person who
suffers it, and whose life and dignity dies little
by little every moment. Joblessness makes the
life of people miserable and dark. How sad is

it when a jobless person tries to find a job and
despite their tireless struggles, he fails and has
to get back home empty handed to his hungry
family. Imagine, a young man sending out his
CV to a number of employers to only be met
with rejection and to only later learn that the
job he tried to apply was not available. Imagine
being that young man and having at one side
the voice of the employers saying ‘no vacancy’
and at another side the sound of the cries of his
dependents waiting for him at home in pitiable
condition. These moments bring tears by only
imagining it, try now to feel what would be the
condition of a person or of his family who suffer
it. Many people looking for job finally get sick,
tired and disappointed; they stop the struggle
and keep silent. Unfortunately, many end their
lives or take the wrong way while others end
up having a job that doesn’t correspond to their
qualifications. Others follow political parties and
start to chant slogans in favor of those leaders to
help them get a job. While only a few succeed

that way, the majority keeps chanting for the rest
of their lives. No doubt, it is a big world and there
are many opportunities that people may not
have access to or have never heard of. However,
it is too difficult to reach these opportunities
when a person is empty handed and trapped in
problems concerning the basic needs of living.
In my point of view though, while a jobless man
is free, he is still imprisoned in joblessness and
poverty. This way a jobless man along with his
family lives a miserable and undignified life in
poverty. Poverty is just like an enemy who hurts
every day and every moment. This is very sad and
sorrowful scene even to imagine, since when a
person is not able to contribute even a meal for
his family, the sad faces of hungry people can
melt even the hearts of stone hearted people... It
seems as if all charms of life have been bereaved
by them, since poverty robs the education from a
child, it robs all the happiness by them. Poverty
not only affects the safety of a family, but it
affects our whole society. Poverty’s consequences

#Joblessness #Poverty
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go beyond the concept of family itself. Poverty
is a contributing factor to crime since in poor
societies we see that it is poverty that leads to
higher crime rates. It causes the spreading of
diseases, it destroys the education and health,
it increases the ignorance, violence and forces
people to turn to beggary. How a jobless one
and a poor family can provide good education
and healthcare to their children when they are
in a state of war against poverty? How can we
ask from citizens to be active and demand their
rights, when they are in a state of desperation?
Being a human rights activist passing long time
in struggles for the rights of aggrieved, innocent
and poor people – I have seen many people while
they start to state their problems, tears fall down
from their eyes before their voice comes out
from their mouth.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the constitutional laws of almost every
country of our world safeguards the rights of
education, health, job and better prosper life to
everyone.
Jobless and poor people should be the first to
profit from human rights support platforms and
they are the ones who mostly need attention
and support. So, all the governments around the
world should take serious steps to make sure
that policies that end and eradicate poverty and
therefore joblessness exist.
I salute and appreciate all human rights activists
and organizations who have been struggling to
sand with the people, fight for their fundamental
rights and for the betterment and development
of our shared world.
Their efforts have played an important role but
we still need to work towards that direction and
fight.
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I urge all governments and the international civil
society to place the problems of poverty and
joblessness, higher in their agenda, and work to
eradicate them once and for all!
I ask from the United Nations to deal with these
as urgent problems that require immediate and
efficient practical actions.
Let’s do more to bring the smiles back on these
sad desperate faces!
Let’s stand in solidarity with them, empathize
with them and make them feel that they are
not alone!
Let’s try to close the paths which leads to
joblessness and poverty!
I urge all of you:
Let’s act to end joblessness and poverty. I know
that it’s roots are so deep, but I am sure that
our joint sincere efforts will succeed in this war
against joblessness and poverty.

PRISONER VOTING RIGHTS: FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION AND DEMOCRACY
Kathleen Rose Kennedy

Law student at University of Birmingham, England. Legal Intern, Rights Watch UK

Prisoner voting rights has always been a
controversial subject but since the Brexit
vote has recently become a hot topic in the
UK. There are two aspects within prisoner
voting rights that indicate why felons’ human
rights are being violated in England and
Wales: the disenfranchisement of prisoners
prevents freedom of expression and fuels the
dismantlement of democracy.

#PrisonersRights #VotingRights
#FreedomOfExpression #Democracy

At present, convicted prisoners are not legally
capable of voting in local nor national elections
because of the ‘blanket ban’. This ‘ban’ limits all
prisoners – regardless of the severity of their
crimes – to freely express their views.
One of the most influential cases concerning
prisoner voting rights is Hirst v United Kingdom
(No 2) (Hirst). This case identified section 3 of
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the right to vote is also a violation of freedom
of expression. According to article 10 of the
HRA, we are freely able to have our own views,
without the government impeding that right.
As a result of prohibiting an individual to vote,
it also infringes on their right to freely express
their beliefs.
On the other hand, granting the vote to criminals
can be problematic. Prisoner disenfranchisement
is put in place as a proportionate punishment
for committing a crime. Ramsay believes
‘disenfranchisement is a proportionate
punishment because it is for the period of time
an individual is in prison’. This punishment is
also meant to deter individuals from committing
crimes in the future. If an individual breaks
the law, then they aren’t entitled to the rights
associated with abiding by the laws.

the Representation of the People Act 1983
(RPA) violated article 3 of the Protocol No. 1
of the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR). Article 3 obliges governments to have
free elections through secret ballot, which would
allow the opinion of all individuals to be heard.
The Court in Hirst found that ‘the right to vote
is not a privilege. In the twenty-first century, the
presumption in a democratic State must be in
favour of inclusion’. The government considers
voting as a privilege, rather than a right, because
the former is not legally enforceable. Meaning,
rights can be protected in Court, but privileges
can be used as an incentive to promote good
behaviour and order in society.
The right to vote is a fundamental civil right,
as described in article 25 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
article 21 of the United Nations Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. Not having
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According to the United Nations Human
Rights Office of the High Commissioner,
democracy is characterised through the ‘respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms
and the principle of holding periodic and
genuine elections by universal suffrage’. The
foundation of democracy involves having a
say in how the government’s decisions will
affect the population. Taking away someone’s
vote means the government is taking a step
away from democracy and limiting individual’s
freedoms and rights. The Court in Firth and
Others v The United Kingdom emphasised
the importance of prisoner voting rights and
upholding democracy: ‘Democracy and rights
are thus not seen to collide but rather to be in
a symbiotic relationship with each other’. The
disenfranchisement of prisoners disrupts the
balance of democracy, which in turn threatens
human rights in England and Wales.
As a persuasive argument, the Canadian
Supreme Court’s judgment in the Sauvé v.
Canada No. 2 case demonstrates that the right to

vote for prisoners is a crucial part of democracy.
The Supreme Court ruled that section 51 (e) of
the Canada Elections Act 1985, which states
that individuals imprisoned for two years or
more will be denied the right to vote, was vague
and irrational. As a result, the Supreme Court
found that prisoners in Canada can vote under
section 3 of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.

In conclusion, convicted felons do not have
the right to vote in the UK, which restrains
them from exercising their right to freedom of
expression. Because prisoners are not granted
voting rights, the UK democracy is at stake,
which in turn means many human rights
are unprotected.

However, a potential problem with allowing
prisoners the right to cast a vote is it will tarnish
the integrity of the ballot box and corrupt the
democratic process of the country. Having
criminals voting for other criminals standing
as electoral candidates is a reality that must be
avoided through disenfranchisement.
The first call to action to grant convicts the vote
was in 2005 after the Hirst case: the ECtHR
ruled that the blanket ban was illegal. In
response, the UK did nothing – no action was
taken. After the judgment was passed in Greens
in 2009, the ECtHR demanded the UK draft a
bill to amend the RPA to follow the decision in
Hirst. The Voting Eligibility (Prisoners) Draft
Bill was produced in November 2012 and
outlined three different voting bans: prisoners
sentenced to six months or more, four years or
more and finally, all convicted felons. There has
been no concrete decision made as to which
option the UK will implement. In December
2017 – 12 years after the initial judgment – a
deal was struck between the UK government
and the Council of Europe: prisoners under
house arrest and on temporary release would
be granted the right to vote. This is a small step
towards progress, although there are still over
48,000 prisoners in England and Wales who do
not have the right to vote. Until the government
creates legislation to protect and defend prisoner
voting rights, many human rights will continue
to be infringed upon.
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THE POWER OF SHARING YOUR STORY
Melissa Griffiths

Transgender Activist

have tough lives and find it hard to get by day to
day or find accommodation in their community.
Melissa says “If you have the opportunity to a
make a difference in the world then you should
not shy away from this and think of it as privilege
to do so, not a burden”. Many times she has felt
like it seems an impossible task to change the
way society views transgender people, however
someone has always reminded her in these
times to keep going, though it will take awhile
to achieve.

Imagine if you could change the world for the
better by simply sharing your story. Stop and
think for a moment how you could do this.
Melissa continues to share her story and in the
process making the world a better place for all.
She says “That if you have a positive message and
share it through storytelling then that is the most
powerful tool in the world”.
Melissa lives in Australia, and has continued to
raise awareness about transgender issues and
rights. By being brave and sharing her story she
is influencing the way society views transgender
people. Knowing how what others in her
community go through she knows that by not
speaking out others will continue to suffer in
silence. There are many transgender people who

"Whilst there has been some improvements in
human rights for LGBTIQ people in Australia
there is still a way to go. The passing of the samesex marriage bill in federal parliament last year
was a great step forward in improving equality
in Australia for all. Also states like Victoria now
allow transgender people who are already married
to avoid having to divorce when they change the
gender on their birth certificate."
For transgender people like Melissa who are
born overseas who has her gender as female on
her Australian passport which is different to her
change of name of certificate from Victoria which
states her gender as male. An anomaly in the
system which in her opinion could easily be fixed
if legislation was changed to allow the person’s
gender to match that of their gender identity
without the need for any surgery.

There are also other human rights issues that
need to be addressed, like the legislative right
to discriminate against transgender people by
religious organisations. Most if not all religious
organisations in practice may not discriminate
against transgender people, but this is still an
issue that needs to be addressed. Another issue
is that transgender people are still not allowed to
play in the AFL. She has spoken on television
about footballer Hannah Mouncey who wanted
to play in the AFL Womens League. This issue
is still yet to be resolved however I envisage that
guidelines will be fully developed which will allow
transgender people like Hannah to play footy.
She spoke earlier this year at the women’s march
in Melbourne about transgender rights. She has
also spoken at various organisations like Brace
Education, Healing Minds Psychology and
Vic Roads. Melissa says “It is important people
understand what it is like to live as a transgender
person on a daily basis” so she also talks about
her experiences in the workplace and in society
as well. She gives invaluable insights into her life
and about gender identity by speaking at such
events and being open to answering any questions
people ask about her journey or life.
Melissa is also having an impact with regards
to womens rights by becoming part of the
#meetoo movement in Australia by joining
NOW Australia, which was founded in March
of 2018 by Tracy Spicer AM as the Australian
branch of the wider global movement. Melissa
is on the steering committee of this great
organisation which aims to end the culture
of bullying harassment, sexual harassment in
Australia. NOW is already making an impact.
As result of raising awareness about this issue
‘Australia’s Sex Discrimination Commissioner,
Kate Jenkins, announced a national inquiry into
sexual harassment in Australian workplaces on
20 June 2018 being conducted under Australian
Human Rights Commission Act 1986.’ Through

this inquiry people will be able to share their
stories and we can start to begin to have a national
discussion around this.
Changing the perception of transgender people in
society is one of Melissa's many aims. By taking
up roles such as that of Flexible Working Day
Ambassador promoting the merits of flexible
workplaces Melissa is showing the rest of society
that she has a valuable contribution to make it.
She is also breaking down barriers by showing
that transgender people have smart opinions and
ideas which can be valuable to all.
The Guardian newspaper published her op-ed
about her experiences of bullying and other
transgender people’s experiences of bullying
which explained why she joined NOW Australia.
As a result of doing this she had people come
forward including cis-gender women who had
similar experiences to her and said to her “That
they didn’t feel alone anymore and similar thing
happened to them”. Others who will remain
anonymous have privately come forward and told
her their experiences of bullying or harassment in
the workplace. The power of sharing your story
is unmeasurable and through your story you can
heal others, help others move on who have had
similar experiences.
Melissa is a true inspiration to us all by standing
up for what she believes in and living as her true
self. She is also educating society about gender
identity and issues transgender people face. Also
by as well as starting to make people realise that
transgender people are not much different to
the rest of society in that they have feelings and
emotions too.
You can connect with her at: www.melissagriffiths.
com.au or on Facebook at: The Real Melissa
Griffiths.

#HumanRights #TransgenderRights #StoryTelling #LGBTQI
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THE HARD SIDE OF LIFE OF SIERRA
LEONE COASTAL SLUM COMMUNITIES
Amidu Kalokoh

Coordinator, Franziska Agriculture Farmers’ Association

Sierra Leone has been struggling with growing
slum communities for decades especially in
western area urban and rural which host some
of the country’s prominent inhabited slums such
as Kroo Bay, Susan’s Bay, Magazine, Moa Wharf,
Funkia, and Tombo. A large part of the coastal
line in Freetown could be classified as slum,
housing thousands of people living in shacks
which are built on sand, and along sludge and
watercourses. In some of these places shacks
are built closer to the seacoast which as feeble
as they are could easily be swept away by the
slightest of floods.
Although some of these communities have lived
for decades before the civil war, with people from
different walks of life they however experienced
a booming population in years following the
end of the civil war as millions of displaced
people in the rural areas mainly found their
way into urban settlements especially Freetown
in search of livelihood and security. Without
access to land, people have been forced to settle
in risk prone areas along the coast and river bed
lands and in mountain slopes. Major livelihood
engagements of coastal slum communities
include petty trading and fishing which is
mainly a family enterprise with men and boys
going out on fishing trek while women and girls

being fishmongers. Settlement in coastal slums
is predicated on different reasons for instance
livelihood engagements, where people could
have access to businesses from the provincial
areas, landlessness and high housing cost in
other communities.
Slum communities are generally faced with a
number of life-threatening challenges some of
which are typically environmental health related
and socio-economic in nature which have been
resistant to efforts directed at addressing them. It
could be argued that such intervention measures
have been basically inadequate to holistically
address slum challenges thereby risk escalating
the problem.
Environmental health related challenges are
adverse in coastal slum communities. These
communities are seriously impacted by generally
inadequate water supply system from the city’s
main pure water source Guma Valley, which
has capacity challenge to adequately provide
entire city with safe water. A dam that was
originally created to supply a population of
about 400,000 is presently relied to cater for
over a million people. In slum communities,
surface and ground water are contaminated
with poorly constructed latrines and dump

sites infiltration. With poor waste management
system, coastline slums have become garbage
dumping sites by residents and they are equally
in the receiving end of refuse that is coming
from the hill-side of the city to the coastal lines.
This situation leaves these communities in a
poor shape thereby heightening vulnerability
level to malaria and waterborne diseases such
as diarrhoea and cholera. Children remain the
most at risk, some of whom and even youth
spent hours of the day as scavengers as well as
running through contaminated water channels
which are frequented by animals like pigs, goats,
chickens and even mice.
Coastal communities are highly exposed
to natural disasters most commonly floods
and mudslides which often occur during the
rainy season. At such a time residents remain
at the mercy of nature with only short term
intervention to offer as lives and personal
belongings resulting to millions of Leones are

sometimes lost. In cases of firestorm in these
communities the impact is often immense as
houses are clustered thereby creating room for
wider destruction. With poor road network, fire
fighters hardly find appropriate routes to carry
out their operations in the most effective manner.
Even a quick glance at coastal slum communities
would suffice for one to reach a conclusion that
residents are in serious economic shortcomings.
A combination of different issues like inadequate
living space, insufficient provision of public
goods and poor quality of amenities which
generally typify slum areas leading to poor
health and erode human capital are manifested
in coastal slums in Freetown. Densely populated
and living in shanty houses clearly depicts the
level of hardship of coastal shanty communities.
As many of the houses are without toilet facilities
many residents rely on public toilets and other
unwarranted means of defecating.

#HumanRights #CoastalSlumCommunities #SierraLeone
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Government, non-governmental organisations
and individuals have contributed in tackling
rising problems in slum communities through
the provision of public facilities such as
health centres, public lavatories, schools and
conducting cleaning campaigns. However,
certain intervention efforts have been largely
seemed to be response mechanisms at times
in the aftermath of disasters, like providing
food items, medical and educational support
to victims. This intervention approach in
my opinion could hardly solve the problem
effectively without addressing the fundamental
factors leading to residential rise in slums such
as enforcing a reviewed housing policy which
could provide low-cost housing for citizens
and deepening decentralisation all of which are
important in decongesting the city. Relocating
people to safe areas remains an outstanding
solution that requires greater resources to be
successful. However, self-help could also be
another alternative remedy to the situation as
slum dwellers should see reason to gradually look
for alternative settlement in near future rather
than prolonging their stay in these death traps.
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“He was only 19 when the war happened, he
would have been 63 today”, my uncle says,
referring to his cousin who died during the
1974 invasion of Cyprus. Ever since I was a
child I have heard stories about the war by a
variety of sources; my family, my teachers, family
friends, my friends’ relatives etc. Although the
narrator always differed, they all had one thing
in common; pain.

The story goes way back before 1974 when the
tension between the two main communities
inhabiting the island, the Greek-Cypriots
and Turkish-Cypriots, started to accumulate.
However, prior to that it is worth mentioning
that from the 1570s to 1870s which was when
Britain took over Cyprus, the island was part of
the Ottoman Empire. Following the dissolution
of the Ottoman empire during the early 1900s,
the idea of enosis (unification) with Greece

#Identity #HumanRights #Cyprus
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started to develop by the Greek Cypriots since
many of the Aegean and Ionian islands had
done so following the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire. As Britain rejected such ideas of
unification, riots broke out in Cyprus against
the British administration.
Moving further to the timeline and, in particular,
at 1955 the Greek-Cypriots found the National
Organization of Cypriot Struggle (“EOKA”)
which was an armed underground campaign to
target British colonial authorities. One of the
direct effects of the EOKA campaign was to
encourage the Republic of Turkey to demand
for a de jure partition (taksim) of Cyprus. The
British started conscripting Turkish-Cypriots
into the police force that patrolled Cyprus to
fight EOKA. Although initially EOKA only
targeted colonial authorities, in the late 1950s
EOKAS’ policy changed as their forces in the
mountains became increasingly pressured by
the British forces. EOKA started targeting
Turkish-Cypriots intentionally in the towns,
so that Turkish Cypriots would riot against the
Greek-Cypriots and the security forces would
have to be diverted to the towns to restore
order. Inter-communal violence intensified in
1958 with the looting of Greek Cypriot-owned
stores and houses and a bombing which resulted
in Greek-Cypriot casualties. Greek and Turkish
Cypriots started to flee mixed population villages
where they were a minority in search of safety.
Thus, what basically started as an organisation
to express a general dissatisfaction with the
British administration eventually turned into
intercommunal violence between Greek and
Turkish Cypriots.
The formation of the Republic of Cyprus in
1960 and the new constitution did not improve
the tension between the two communities as
the Greek-Cypriots felt that the constitution
favoured the Turkish-Cypriots while the
latter felt that the Greek-Cypriots attempted

46

to undermine their status within Cyprus by
encouraging enosis. Between 1963-1964,
thousands of Turkish-Cypriots were affected as
they were driven out of the houses while their
properties were looted and destroyed by GreekCypriots. Both communities suffered casualties
ultimately leading to the establishment of the
UNFICYP for purposes of maintaining peace in
Cyprus. During 1967, tensions subsided between
the Greek and Turkish Cypriots subsided due to
divisions within the Greek-Cypriot community
as there was a strong movement within the
Greek-Cypriots obsessed with the idea that the
only legitimate political aspiration for GreekCypriots was union with Greece.

The declaration of the Republic of Cyprus
in 1960s came together with the Treaty of
Guarantee between the Republic of Cyprus,
Greece, Turkey and UK. The Treaty was later
used as justification for the Turkish invasion
of Cyprus, as the three guarantor powers
had authority to multilateral action among
them or, as a last resort if no concerted action
seemed possible, each guarantor was entitled to
unilateral action. According to the Treaty, such
actions should be confined to restoring Cyprus

as a democratic, bicommunal, single, sovereign
independent state. The 1974 military junta
in Greece signalled a military coup d’etat, in
Cyprus, which was led by the Greek Army, while
the coupists proclaimed the establishment of the
"Hellenic Republic of Cyprus". The immediate
aftermath of the coup was the overthrow of
President of Cyprus, Archbishop Makarios. In
essence, the coup d’etat in Cyprus sparked the
Turkish invasion on the 20th of July, 1974 with
Turkey claiming the right to unilateral action as
provided by the Treaty of Guarantee.
Since then, Turkish troops took control of 38%
of my country while the northern occupied
part has declared itself as the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (“TRNC”), a state only
recognised by Turkey. Meanwhile, despite the
fact that the Turks have persistently justified the
1974 Turkish invasion as an attempt to protect
the interests of the Turkish-Cypriot minority,
the Turkish-Cypriots living in Cyprus today
are not really enjoying any special treatment
by the TRNC. In fact, early in 2018 Erdogan’s
government initiated two lawsuits against the
Turkish-Cypriot Afrika newspaper, as well as,
against two of its journalists while TurkishCypriot academics were also targeted for their
views regarding the Turkish involvement in the
Syria war. In January, the newspaper's offices
were largely destroyed by an ultranationalist mob
as a result of Afrika referring to Turkey's military
operation in Afrin, Syria as an "occupation".
Furthermore, the civilian settlers from Turkey,
who began arriving on the island in the 1970s
now make up for the majority of the northern,
occupied part of Cyprus while the TurkishCypriots are once again a minority.

their Cypriot identity. Are we just Greeks and
are they just Turks? Although this seems as an
oversimplified statement, unfortunately, there
are still people who see the Cyprus dispute from
this lens ignoring all the years that Greek and
Turkish Cypriots have lived together in harmony.
Despite all the intercommunal violence referred
to above, I still wish for peace returning to my
country. If both Greek and Turkish-Cypriots
could overcome our past mistakes, our irrational
obsessions over nationalist, unattainable,
disillusioned goals, if we could really let go of
what has divided us so far, then maybe we could
find some sense of unilateral identity and start
again, together as Cypriots.

Have you ever wondered what is like to live in
the last divided capital of the world? Well I don’t,
because I am actually living in Nicosia! Even
though 44 years have passed since the war, the
Cypriots are still finding it hard to assimilate to

47

CALL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ARTICLES
Citizens Voices | Newsletter No. 12

JOIN US! OUR VOICES UNITED
BECOME STRONGER

Who we are
Citizens’ Rights Watch (CRW) is an international human rights’ NGO, working to promote
spontaneous collective political and social action leading to the improvement of human
rights and citizens’ life quality, the end of injustices and human rights abuses. We focus on
raising human rights’ awareness through the monitoring, research and analysis of human
rights, in respect to democracy and the rule of law at both national and international levels.

Our Mission

Want to become our human rights activist?
Sign up on our website www.citizensrw.org

Our Mission is to give voice to citizens’ demands for basic human rights, monitor governments’
compliance to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) with focus on Economic and
Social rights of every UN member state’s citizen and contribute to the progressive realization
of human rights around the world.

Want to write an article for our next newsletter?

We call everyone with relevant experience or a keen interest on human rights to
write for our next Newsletter No. 12!

Want to initiate a campaign?

We particularly welcome volunteers, activists, academics, students, groups, NGOs, academic
institutions and others to share their expertise, views, thoughts and experiences with us!
Authors are free to choose their topic - Write about any human rights issue you would like
to discuss, address or raise awareness about. Articles should be between 500 - 1500 words.
All submissions must be original, and exclusive to Citizens Rights Watch (CRW). We will not
consider articles that have already been published (in print or online). CRW also accepts
letters for publication, including citizens’ complaints! Letters/complaints should preferably
be between 120 - 200 words.
Articles may be submitted in Word Format directly to the CRW Content Editor, Athanasia
Zagorianou (newsletter@citizensrw.org) by 15th of November 2018. Please include your
full name, email address, the title of your article and a short bio (max. 50 words) at the top
of the first page. For submission guidelines, please click HERE

Email us at newsletter@citizensrw.org

Contact us at info@citizensrw.org
Want to apply for an internship?
Apply at internships@citizensrw.org
Are you an NGO and want to collaborate with us?
Contact us at zoi@citizensrw.org

Submission Deadline: 15th November 2018
For further information, please contact: newsletter@citizensrw.org
Thank you for reading. Feel free to circulate!
CRW Editing Team
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
AND HELP!
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ON THE SHELF:
READING HUMAN RIGHTS

book aims to demonstrate that only a counterhegemonic conception of human rights can
adequately face such challenges.

Here’s our pick of fiction and non-fiction works for this newsletter edition that
evoke a strong sense of human rights and inspiration to stand up for our rights as
citizens and humans of every description.

We live in a time when the most appalling social
injustices and unjust human sufferings no longer
seem to generate the moral indignation and
the political will needed both to combat them
effectively and to create a more just and fair
society. If God Were a Human Rights Activist
aims to strengthen the organization and the
determination of all those who have not given up
the struggle for a better society, and specifically
those that have done so under the banner of
human rights. It discusses the challenges to
human rights arising from religious movements
and political theologies that claim the presence
of religion in the public sphere. Increasingly
globalized, such movements and the theologies
sustaining them promote discourses of human
dignity that rival, and often contradict, the one
underlying secular human rights.

If God Were A Human Rights Activist
Boaventura De Sousa Santos

Conventional or hegemonic human rights
thinking lacks the necessary theoretical and
analytical tools to position itself in relation to
such movements and theologies; even worse, it
does not understand the importance of doing
so. It applies the same abstract recipe across
the board, hoping that thereby the nature of
alternative discourses and ideologies will be
reduced to local specificities with no impact
on the universal canon of human rights. As
this strategy proves increasingly lacking, this

camps, prisons and cities, in the lands of their
ancestors and in exile. Baroud's empathetic
and lyrical approach reveals new human
dimensions of the Palestinian saga, telling it as
it has never before been told.
Against dominant narratives, the last earth
reclaims Palestine's past – and present – for all
its people.

The Last Earth : A Palestinian Story
Ramzy Baroud
Spanning decades and encompassing war,
mass exodus, epic migrations and the search
for individual and collective identity, The
Last Earth tells the story of modern Palestine
through the memories of those who have lived
it. Ordinary Palestinians have rarely narrated
their own history. In this groundbreaking
book, acclaimed author Ramzy Baroud draws
on dozens of interviews to produce vivid,
intimate and beautifully written accounts
of Palestinian lives - in villages, refugee

Together We Rise: Behind the Scenes at the
Protest Heard Around the World
The Women's March Organizers
In celebration of the one-year anniversary of
Women's March, this gorgeously designed fullcolor book offers an unprecedented, front-row
seat to one of the most galvanizing movements
in American history, with exclusive interviews
with Women's March organizers, never-beforeseen photographs, and essays by feminist
activists.

#HumanRightsBooks #ReadHumanRights #BookSuggestions #Ontheshelf
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On January 21, 2017, the day after Donald J.
Trump's inauguration, more than three million
marchers of all ages and walks of life took to the
streets as part of the largest protest in American
history. In red states and blue states, in small
towns and major urban centers, from Boise to
Boston, Bangkok to Buenos Aires, people from
eighty-two countries-on all seven continentsrose up in solidarity to voice a common message:
Hear our voice. It became the largest global
protest in modern history.
Compiled by Women's March organizers, in
partnership with Conde Nast and Glamour
magazine Editor in Chief Cindi Leive, Together
We Rise-published for the one-year anniversary
of the event-is the complete chronicle of this
remarkable uprising. For the first time, Women's
March organizers-including Bob Bland, Cassady
Fendlay, Sarah Sophie Flicker, Janaye Ingram,
Tamika Mallory, Paola Mendoza, Carmen Perez,
and Linda Sarsour -tell their personal stories
and reflect on their collective journey in an oral
history written by Jamia Wilson, writer, activist
and director of The Feminist Press. They provide
an inside look at how the idea for the event
originated, how it was organized, how it became
a global movement that surpassed their wildest
expectations, and how they are sustaining and
building on the widespread outrage, passion, and
determination that sparked it.
Together We Rise interweaves their stories with
"Voices from the March"-recollections from real
women who were there, across the world-plus
exclusive images by top photographers, and 22
short, thought-provoking essays by esteemed
writers, celebrities and artists including Rowan
Blanchard, Senator Tammy Duckworth,
America Ferrera, Roxane Gay, Ilana Glazer,
Ashley Judd, Valarie Kaur, David Remnick,
Yara Shahidi, Jill Soloway, Jia Tolentino,
Congresswoman Maxine Waters, and Elaine
Welteroth. An inspirational call to action that
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reminds us that together, ordinary people can
make a difference, Together We Rise is an
unprecedented look at a day that made historyand the beginning of a resistance movement to
reclaim our future.
Women's March will share proceeds from
Together We Rise with three grassroots, womenled organizations: The Gathering for Justice,
SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive
Justice Collective, and Indigenous Women Rise.

There There
Tommy Orange
"This is a novel about what it means to inhabit
a land both yours and stolen from you, to
simultaneously contend with the weight
of belonging and unbelonging. There is an
organic power to this book--a revelatory,
controlled chaos. Tommy Orange writes
the way a storm makes landfall." --Omar
El Akkad, author of American War Tommy
Orange's "groundbreaking, extraordinary"
(The New York Times) There There is the
"brilliant, propulsive" (People Magazine) story
of twelve unforgettable characters, Urban
Indians living in Oakland, California, who
converge and collide on one fateful day. It's
"the year's most galvanizing debut novel"
(Entertainment Weekly). As we learn the

reasons that each person is attending the Big
Oakland Powwow--some generous, some
fearful, some joyful, some violent--momentum
builds toward a shocking yet inevitable
conclusion that changes everything. Jacquie
Red Feather is newly sober and trying to
make it back to the family she left behind
in shame. Dene Oxendene is pulling his life
back together after his uncle's death and has
come to work at the powwow to honor his
uncle's memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear
Shield has come to watch her nephew Orvil,
who has taught himself traditional Indian
dance through YouTube videos and will to
perform in public for the very first time. There
will be glorious communion, and a spectacle
of sacred tradition and pageantry. And there
will be sacrifice, and heroism, and loss. There
There is a wondrous and shattering portrait
of an America few of us have ever seen. It's
"masterful . . . white-hot . . . devastating"
(The Washington Post) at the same time as
it is fierce, funny, suspenseful, thoroughly
modern, and impossible to put down. Here is
a voice we have never heard--a voice full of
poetry and rage, exploding onto the page with
urgency and force. Tommy Orange has written
a stunning novel that grapples with a complex
and painful history, with an inheritance of
beauty and profound spirituality, and with a
plague of addiction, abuse, and suicide. This is
the book that everyone is talking about right
now, and it's destined to be a classic.

53

Home Fire
Kamila Shamsie
'Elegant and evocative ... A powerful exploration
of the clash between society, family and faith in
the modern world' Guardian
'There is high, high music in the air at the end
of Home Fire' New York Times
Isma is free. After years spent raising her twin
siblings in the wake of their mother's death,
she is finally studying in America, resuming a
dream long deferred. But she can't stop worrying
about Aneeka, her beautiful, headstrong sister
back in London - or their brother, Parvaiz,
who's disappeared in pursuit of his own dream:
to prove himself to the dark legacy of the jihadist
father he never knew.
Then Eamonn enters the sisters' lives. Handsome
and privileged, he inhabits a London worlds
away from theirs. As the son of a powerful
British Muslim politician, Eamonn has his own
birthright to live up to - or defy. Is he to be a
chance at love? The means of Parvaiz's salvation?
Two families' fates are inextricably, devastatingly
entwined in this searing novel that asks: what
sacrifices will we make in the name of love?
A contemporary reimagining of Sophocles'
Antigone, Home Fire is an urgent, fiercely
compelling story of loyalties torn apart when
love and politics collide - confirming Kamila
Shamsie as a master storyteller of our times.
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TEN CARTOONS AGAINST THE
UNLAWFUL DETENTION OF SHAWKAN
Aseem Trivedi

Mahmoud Abou Zeid "#Shawkan" is a
contributor to publications such as Time
Magazine, Die Zeit, BILD, Media Group,
and online photo agency, Demotix. Shawkan
has been jailed for more than 1000 Days; his
ongoing incarceration is considered unlawful by
several lawyers and human rights defendants as
the maximum pre-trial detention in Egyptian

is two years. Photojournalist Shawkan, was
once again denied justice by the Egyptian
government. Shawkan has been detained
without a trial since August 14, 2013. when
he was arrested with a French Photojournalist
and an American journalist while covering the
Rabaa Massacre.

#HumanRights #Cartoons #ArtAdvocacy
#MediaActivism #CartoonsForHumanRights
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EDITING TEAM AND AUTHORS

The other journalists were released within hours
of their arrest but Shawkan has been detained
without a trial for more than three years. He
was scheduled for trial on October 8th, 2016.
But again there was no justice.
He is facing trumped-up charges as a result of his
journalistic work. He is a prisoner of conscience
and risks the death penalty if convicted.
Black & White publishes these ten cartoons as
a protest to his unlawful detention and demand
the immediate release of Shawkan.

Aseem Trivedi is a political cartoonist and free
speech activist. His website was blocked and he
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Citizens Rights
We Watch
support & collaborate
with the following NGOs, and we are open to collaborations
Partners
with any human rights organization.
We support & collaborate with the following NGOs,
In solidarity!
and we are open to collaborations with any human
rights organization. In solidarity!

Write an article on a human rights
issue and email it to us at:
newsletter@citizensrw.org
*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or opinion, for the next newsletter, is the 15th of March 2017. Thank you!
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