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Join our fights
for human
rights for all,
everywhere
& forever!
. Join us, check our
Website,Twitter or
Facebook, and stay
connected, informed &
take action with us!

Apply for an
internship at:
internships@citizensrw.org

About Citizens
Rights Watch
Citizens Rights Watch is an independent, Non-Profit,
Non-Governmental organization dedicated to monitor
worldwide governments, and watch their efforts to
provide, facilitate, enhance and protect, citizens’ rights.
By focusing international attention where citizens’
rights are ignored, CRW gives voice to citizens in
holding their governments accountable.

How does CRW work?

Eleanor Roosevelt and United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights in Spanish.

Citizens Rights Watch, is an international human rights non-governmental organization comprised by Online human rights activists
from around the globe. Citizens Rights Watch is utilizing new technologies, and through Online activism, is raising awareness of
human rights, focuses on educating the people about their rights, and advocates through all media possible for citizens’ rights around
the world.

Philosophy: Citizens Rights Watch promotes, supports, and work as an effective tool to protect Human Rightsas stated in
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Vision: Monitor governments’ compliance to the UDHR with focus on the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Mission: To encourage and drive ruling authorities in the world to focus on their citizens rights.Through Online activism and
by using innovative technological tools, to push for the realization of universal human rights.
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Editor’s Note
Human rights in crisis

Dr Zoi Aliozi
SG of CRW

December 2016, London.

The end of 2016 is almost here, and the most urging human
rights issues revolve around the refugees crisis, climate change,
the US elections and the threat of witnessing old-fashioned
“Trumping of Rights”, the armed conflicts around the world,
the violence against women and girls, and the incapability of
the UN to produce results that matter,instead of allowing for a
chaotic system of corruption to move its strings. On the 10th
of December we celebrate the International Human Rights Day.
The positive view would argue that, any form of visibility serves
as a platform to bring onto the table issues that pose urgency as
well revisiting the perpetuating battle of political power vs civil
liberties. On the other side, the human rights global community
has more reasons to mourn than to celebrate.

purpose of this newsletter, is to serve as a collection of human
rights reporting, where every citizen without discrimination
is welcome to raise her/his voice against injustices, to further
communicate issues that require attention, and raise awareness
of human rights violations, or set a topic for debate either in a
theoretical or practical manner.
We wish to thank all contributors to this volume of Citizens
Voices, and all the activists and members of CRW that
helped in putting it together. We need all the help we can get,
since solidarity is in the heart of all forms of activism, and
by definition requires teams of people in order to produce

We are continuing our work in advocating for human rights
through the digital world, and we invite all of you to join forces
with us in fighting for justice. Our work has been focusing these
last months in securing our website, designing a mobile app for
human rights, enhancing our online presence, and recruiting
activists from all around the world.This newsletter, is our 6th
volume of Citizens Voices, and it includes articles by activists,
academics business people, students, to name a few. Our main
purpose through this publication, is to provide another platform
for concerned citizens and human rights activists, to raise
awareness for specific human rights issues. We do not censor our
writers, we allow for as much freedom as possible, the ultimate
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long-term effects.Remember if you own a laptop or a smart-phone,
and can get an INTERNET access, then you can become part of
the thousands of human rights activists that push for change and
justice through digital advocacy. All you need is to dedicate some
of your time and energy in contributing to improving the global and
national human rights records of global players both in the political
& corporate world.

an injustice, that requires support and visibility to come to an end,
but most importantly which requires the rule of law, a flourishing
culture of rights-respectand tolerance in all our societies.

Becoming an Online activist is not as difficult as it may sound. For
example take the UN Women’s campaign for the International Day
for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. You can participate
in the campaign by using the hashtag #OrangeTheWorld- is that
simple, yet your active contribution can serve in similar ways as
a form of protesting or communicating a message of condemning
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Brief Human Rights Overview
What are the most significant human rights issues raised since our previous Newsletter?

1. SA: Donald Trump & Human Rights

The United States presidential election, held on Tuesday,
November 8, 2016 ended up being a real nightmare not only for
US citizens but for people all around the world. The Republican
Party nominee and infamous eccentric figure Donald Trump, who
attracted global attention mainly for spreading hate speech and
making racist and sexist comments throughout his presidential
campaign, won the Presidency with 306 electoral votes, raising
serious concerns over the human rights course of the USA and
human rights globally. Even though the Democratic Party’s
nominee Hilary Clinton won the popular vote, Trump won the
presidential election to become the 4th candidate in the US who
won despite losing the popular vote. The day following his win,
a series of protests against Trump’s policies on climate change,
immigration, LGBTI rights, health care and reproductive rights’
issues took place across the US (Park et al, CNN, 2016). Human
rights agencies called upon Trump to uphold the human rights
of all people without discrimination and retract his pre-election
proposed policies and ideas.

According to the UN, since the beginning of 2016 more
than three thousand deaths has been reported while in 2015
approximately the same number of deaths was applied for the
whole year of 2015

2. Mediterranean Death Toll Rising

3. Myanmar: Rohingya Muslims

The rising number of people who lost their lives in their attempt
to cross the Mediterranean marked 2016 as the worst year
so far. “This is the worst we have seen,” noted the UNHCR
spokesperson with UN’s estimates suggesting that “From one
death for every 269 arrivals last year, in 2016 the likelihood
of dying has spiraled to one in 88” (UN News Centre, 2016).

Unwanted and persecuted, Rohingya Muslims have been a target
of discrimination and enormous human rights violations by
Myanmar for years. Even though Rohingyas have been residing
in the Rakhine state, Western of Myanmar, for generations they
have been denied their rights and Myanmar citizenship since
the enforcement of the 1982 Citizenship Law. Once more, the
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Rohingya Muslims have been in the centre of global attention
due to the deteriorating human rights situation in the northern
Rakhine state. In November, the UN raised high human rights
and humanitarian concerns over the safety of civilians residing
in the northern part of Rakhine state in Myanmar, urging the
government of Myanmar to protect equally all civilians.
According to the OHCHR, “tens of thousands of people have fled
their homes amid a security operation triggered by armed attacks
on border posts in October. Residents, including members of the
Rohingya minority and other Muslim communities, are reported
to have suffered serious human rights violations including
torture, rape and sexual assault, summary executions, and the
destruction of mosques and homes” (UN News Centre, 2016).

4. Turkey – Sex abuse law

A large scale of protests drew attention to Turkey this November
due to a proposed child sexual abuse bill. The law, which was
luckily rejected after the outburst of protests, would legitimize
child sexual abuse and
child rape, allowing
child abusers to
not be prosecuted
if they marry their
victims. “Any forms
of sexual violence
against children are
crimes which should
be punished as such,”
stated
the
U.N.
children’s
agency
UNICEF, the United
Nations Population

Fund, UNFPA, U.N. Women and the U.N. Development
Programme in Turkey in a joint statement.

5. Iraq: Battle of Mosul

In October 2016 the Battle of Mosul, a joint military offensive
that is led by the Iraqi government and aims to recapture Mosul
from ISIL’s control, began. The city, located in the north of Iraq
has been under ISIL control since 2014. While the ongoing
armed conflict between government security forces and ISIL
forces continues, serious concerns have been raised over the
unprotected civilians. “Families are at extreme risk of being
caught in cross-fire or targeted by snipers. Tens of thousands of
Iraqi girls, boys, women and men may be under siege or held
as human shields,” [...]“As many as one million people may be
forced to flee their homes in a worst-case scenario” noted United
Nations Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator
Stephen O’Brien. According to the UNHCR, “the assault on
Mosul comes as the number of people displaced by war in Iraq
has reached 3.3 million, or nearly one-tenth of the population”
(UN News Centre, 2016).
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Israeli Educational Policies:
An assimilation of the indigenous Syrian Arabs of the occupied Syrian Golan

Since the occupation of the Golan in 1967, the Israeli authorities
have employed multiple policies that violate the rights of
the indigenous Syrian Arabs. These include the destruction
of approx 320 villages and farms (last updated map from AlMarsad), the forcible transfer to Syria of more than 131,000
Syrians, the creation of more than 400,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs), the construction of 34 illegal settlements and the
denial of basic human rights for Arabs in the Occupied Syrian
Golan (OSG). Today, the Israeli occupying authorities (IOA)
implement numerous policies that routinely discriminate against
the Syrian Arab population. This includes control over the
education system in an attempt to ensure the social and political
submission of the local population. Despite numerous attempts
to alter the Syrian national identity and to isolate people from
their Syrian roots, indigenous Syrians overwhelming majority do
not wish to assimilate to Israel. However, it is a constant struggle
for them to preserve their own identity and exercise their basic
human rights which are systematically violated by the IOA.
Indigenous Syrians have been facing systematic attempts by
the IOA to impose various Israeli sponsored institutions in their
communities. Despite pressure and intimidation from the IOA’,
they have refused to renounce to their Syrian nationality, in
particular, by conducting a 6-month strike in 1982. “Israelization”
policies increasingly seek to absorb indigenous Syrians into the
Israeli mainstream leading them to adopt cultural characteristics
of the Israeli society.

“

Upon the subject of education
... I can only say that I view it
as the most important subject
which we as a people may be
engaged in.
Abraham Lincoln

Since the founding of the State of Israel in 1948, education is
one of the main strategies of the Israeli government to reinforce
the Israeli identity of students. Today, Jewish and Arab students
attend separate schools, from elementary to high school.
However, common Israeli values are taught to all students,
regardless of their identity. Immediately following the 1967
War, the IOA cancelled the Syrian curriculum in the OSG and
replaced it with an Israeli one. Subsequently, in 1977 a Druze
educational system, distinct from an Arab system, was imposed
on the remaining Syrian population in the OSG. Thus, the IOA
ignored indigenous Syrians’ identity, denying them their origin,
and ignoring the fact that only 6% of the OSG population was
Druze before the occupation. In addition, education became a
formidable weapon in achieving the annexation of the Golan.
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International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law provide a wellentrenched and legally binding position to advocate in favour of the
development and protection of the right to education in the OSG.
Essential for the exercise of all other rights, the right to education
is widely proclaimed throughout many of the major international
legal instruments. The right of education was detailed by the
ICESCR in its General Comment N° 13: “Education in all its forms
and at all levels shall exhibit the following interrelated and essential
features: a) availability; b) accessibility; c) acceptability; and d)
adaptability”. However, the IOA have deliberately not complied
with these provisions.
The IOA have seriously threatened the requirement of availability
of education, as a civil political right and as a social economic
and cultural right, which requires the government to allow the
establishment of educational institutions by non-state actors.
However, the local Syrian Arab civil society initiatives have been

able to provide their children with limited alternatives sources of
education (summer camps, kindergartens) despite various obstacles
created by the IOA to interfere and discourage such initiatives. The
freedom to establish private educational institutions is essential
to help ensure that everyone is provided with an education that is
appropriate to their culture, religion and language.
The IOA discriminately interfered with the establishment of
adequate infrastructures, funds or educational personnel. Teachers
are closely monitored. Those showing too much political activism
have been replaced by teachers more likely to remain silent. This
policy has therefore reinforced the IOA’s control over education in
the OSG, breaching article 50 (1) of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
interpreted as a prohibition for the occupying authorities to interfere
with the activities of children’s institutions. Israel also disregarded
the Convention against Discrimination in Education, that requires
the provision of the same standard of education for all students,
regardless their religious orientation.
Access to education for Syrian Arab students is
largely inequitable. This is particularly the case
with regard to higher education which tends to
set financial or age restrictions on entry to Israeli
universities for Syrian Arab students. Many Syrian
Arab students are barred from higher education by
an examination system primarily established for the
Jewish majority’s school system.
They face numerous administrative and financial
discrimination or age restrictions, based on
ethno-religious considerations, as they do not
have the opportunity to equally benefit from
9
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scholarships or to be exempted from fees like Israeli students who
serve in the Israeli Army.
Thus, many Syrian Arab students decided, before the war in Syria
started, to study in the well-reputed universities of Damascus
which also gave them an opportunity to strengthen ties with
their homeland, heritage and family members. However, they
faced numerous administrative, discriminatory and unpredictable
obstacles from the IOA such as movement restrictions despite the
neutral intermediary role of the ICRC, or as the recognition of their
Syrian diploma in Israel.
When the IOA deny entry/exit, they usually give inadequate
explanations and systematically justify their decision for
questionable “security” concerns, violating Israel’s obligation under
international law to avoid measures that hinder the enjoyment of
the right to education.
Education must be flexible and respond to the needs of a community
and its diverse social and cultural settings. It must adapt to the best
interest of children and challenge inequalities. However, schools in
the OSG failed to respect indigenous traditions by “druzifying” the
curriculum and therefore denying the Syrian Arab origin. Access to
higher education is severely affected, so is access to employment,
leading to deep socioeconomic gaps and exclusion between the
different communities.
The acceptability criterion has to ensure that Education is relevant,
culturally appropriate and of good quality. However, in the OSG
education is both politically and culturally unacceptable. Through
numerous political interferences, the IOA contributed to reduce the

quality of education. Teachers
are professionally vulnerable
or
politically
tempered.
Curricula are biased to serve
the policy of the occupying
power, and prevent the
society from being exposed
to a wider range of views and
perspectives. The dismissal
of teachers and the pressure
on their political views
constitute a violation of the
right to freedom of opinion, of
expression and of assembly: influential teachers became the target
of systematic investigations by the Israeli General Security Service
which also played a determining role in teachers’ appointments;
few Arabs work in government ministries; and most are barred
from decision-making positions in the education system.
Education in the OSG became a political battleground. Educational
institutions and programs faced an intensified politicization and
promoted an Israeli agenda. Syrian Arabs have increasingly
come to see schools as a negative environment promoting ideas
incompatible to their nationalist aspirations and cultural values.
The current curriculum disregards the Arab identity and culture as
well as the civilization and history of the local community. Students
in “Arab” and “Druze” state-run schools receive little instruction
in Arab history, geography, literature, culture, and traditions. The
content of curricula, textbooks and methods of instruction are not
relevant, and is culturally inappropriate for Syrian Arab students
and is clearly politically orientated.

10

Alexandre
Neuman
Human rights
researcher at
Al-Marsad – Arab
Human Rights Centre
in Golan Heights,
LLM International
Criminal Law.

Israel developed the Druzeness of the indigenous Syrians in
opposition to Arabness. This new and imposed identity became
paramount to accepting Israeli occupation, using an ethnoreligious
belonging as a political instrument to divide and control. This
colonial policy, established in 1975, isolated indigenous Arabs
from their Syrian origin. While the people of the OSG consider
themselves as Syrian Arabs, they have faced a “Druzification”
process (except for the population from the Alawi village Ghajar)
that tries to politicize their religious beliefs, encourages cultural
assimilation to Israel and alters the younger generations’ Syrian
Arab identity and ties to Syria as the occupation persists. By
denying a Syrian Arab identity, Israel manipulates education to
serve a broader ethnic political objective and to produce a society
favourable to its interests. Therefore, indigenous Syrians have
developed a triple identity: Arab by culture, Israeli by social and
political subordination (effective control of the Golan), Druze by
assimilation (ideological colonial-like consideration). Rather than
perceiving the existence of minorities as a societal richness and
diversity, Israel used the Druze identity as a tool for division and
assimilation.

Israel, as the occupying
power, does not respect
its duties under domestic
and international law
and routinely violates
indigenous
Syrian’s
human right to education.
Controlling the content and
process of education and
imposing politically and
ideologically orientated
curricula have a socially
destructive impact and
attempt to brainwash the
younger generations. The
educational system has not
achieved its objectives of
reinforcing fundamental
freedoms and human dignity or to overcome marginalization and
discrimination among the Arab population who still refuse the
occupation and see itself as Arab Syrian under Israeli control.
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Kurdish Question:
Is there any transformation during the pre-accession period?

Minority rights have always been a controversial discussion in
the world and the discussion tends to intensify as for Turkey.
The Kurds, being the largest ethnic minority of Turkey, compose
15 million of the whole population. They live all around the
country but are mainly concentrated in the Eastern and Southeastern Anatolia regions.
Kurds are the biggest and most aggrieved ethnic minority in
Turkey. Since the 1970s, Turkey has been condemned by the
European Court of Human Rights for thousands of human rights
abuses. Briefly giving an historical background of the Kurdish
rights since the first Constitution of the Republic of Turkey,
the work will refer to a couple of judgments of the ECHR also
concerning the use of Kurdish language.

From 1920s till 2016: Kurdish Question in the
Turkish Constitution Historical view of the Kurdish
issue
‘The mother tongue of Turkish citizens is Turkish’. Law no.
2932

Turkey firstly recognized Armenian, Greek and Jewish
Communities as national minorities, whose status and rights
have been defined by the Treaty of Lausanne, signed on July
24. Nonetheless, the policy of Turkey on ethnic minorities
did not go beyond identifying non-Muslim citizens, therefore
they have been facing the constitutional limitation since

1924’s Constitution. The last Turkish Constitution (1982) only
recognizes Turkish identification and language as below:
In line with the concept of nationalism and the reforms and
principles introduced by the founder of the Republic of Turkey,
Atatürk, the immortal leader and the unrivaled hero, this
Constitution, which affirms the eternal existence of the Turkish
nation and motherland and the indivisible unity of the Turkish
state, embodies; ... The recognition that no protection shall be
accorded to an activity contrary to Turkish national interests,
the principle of the indivisibility of the existence of Turkey with
its state and territory, Turkish historical and moral values or the
nationalism, principles, reforms and modernism of Atatürk and
that, as required by the principle of secularism... (Preamble of
1982 Turkish Constitution).
Before the declaration of the republican system in 1923, the
framework of the 1921 Constitution was decentralized. The
decentralized approaches did not work in Turkey as there was
a transition from Ottoman multiculturalism to a unitary and
national state after 1923.
This nationalist understanding created its constitution of 1924
legalizing every citizen of Turkey as Turkish1. Consequently,
many different ethnic groups living in the newly- founded
Republic were to be subsumed voluntarily or by force into a new
Turkish national and linguistic identity that, while open to all,
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would broach no competitors2. Publishing in languages other than
Turkish was prohibited by an act of parliament under the slogan of
“Citizen, Speak Turkish!”
Strict nationalist dominance has created a huge gap in terms of
development between the Western and Eastern part of Turkey.
The Eastern part, which is predominantly populated by Kurds, is
still underdeveloped. From the beginning of the Republicanism
which was attempted to be resembled to French republicanism
as a unitary nation -state, the conflict between minorities and the
Turkish government has never stopped. Especially, the Kurdish
armed resistance has pushed Turkey more to suppress the Kurdish
culture and identity and enforce a unitary state as opposed to
multiculturalism.

EU Challenges : Fallacies in transformation through
European standards

Turkey. During the early nineties, MEPs started to call attention
to Turkey’s Kurdish problem, the Kurdish question per se. In 1995,
the president of the Parliament awarded its Sakharov Prize for
Freedom to Thought to Leyla Zana, imprisoned MP of the proKurdish DEP Party, in an effort to push forward political change in
the country. This gradual development of MEP involvement in the
Kurdish question ran alongside Turkey’s endeavour to join the EU,
which culminated in its acceptance for candidacy in 1999 and the
commencement of full accession negotiations in 2005. 3
The European Parliament got engaged with Kurdish question for
the first time in 1987 when Turkey applied for the membership of
the European Economic Community (EEC). The Foreign Affairs
Committee of the EP (AFET), for instance, approved a resolution
on the 2011 Progress Report on Turkey (with 54 votes to 7) that

The situation of Kurdish minority
is one of the biggest concern
that Turkey has been dealing in
preaccession period. Members of
the European Parliament (EP),
since the very beginning of the
parliamentary activity, took the
Kurdish issue in hand:
By 1980 its members (MEPs) were
already raising their concerns
about human rights violations
in the southeastern, mainly
Kurdish inhabited provinces of
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the European Parliament calls for a peaceful solution to Turkey’s
Kurdish question and included several criticisms of the Turkish
government towards Kurdish politicians and citizens. 4
For the current conflicts between the PKK and the Turkish state
occurring for the demand of an autonomous Kurdistan in the
southeast of Turkey since 2015, Chairman Brok (of the European
Parliament Committee on Foreign Affairs) called on the both
sides to negotiate and achieve a peaceful solution with the help of
pro-Kurdish and pro-minority political party HDP (the Peoples’
Democratic Party) in the negotiations.
Only after the accession negotiations were initiated on 3 October
2005, the Commission started to mention the issue more obviously
in the following sentences:” Situation in the East and Southeast
of the country, where most people are of Kurdish origin, progress
has been slow and uneven. In some cases, the situation has even
deteriorated”. 5
In the other reports, the Commission has referred to inefficient
democratic openings for Kurds in a more detailed way:
Overall, the 2009 democratic opening, aim at addressing the
Kurdish issue in particular, was not followed through. Terrorist
attacks intensified and have been/are consistently condemned by
the EU. The detention of elected politicians and human rights
defenders raises concerns. The truth about extra-judicial killings
and torture in the south-east in the 1980s and 1990s has yet to be
established following the due process of law. Landmines and the
village guard system are still causes for concern (Progress Report,
2011).

Generally, the reports approach to the issue superficially as the
Kurdish issue is still fragile due to the PKK. That is why, the
EU institutions condemn both sides which violate Human rights
mutually and take a cautious position from the very beginning of
reporting.
Apart from the bodies of the European Union, the European Court
of Human Rights (ECtHR) plays an important role regarding
the Kurdish question. In 2015, the Court determined a violation
of freedom of expression in a total 28 cases, 10 of which were
committed by Turkey according to the ECHR’s annual statistics. It
delivered 87 judgments (concerning 158 applications), 79 of which
found at least one violation of the European Convention on Human
Rights. 6
In the case of İrfan Temel and Others v. Turkey (no. 36458/02, 3
March 2009), the Court found a violation of Article 2 of Protocol
No. 1 on the ground of detraction of eighteen students from the
university for two terms as a disciplinary measure after their
request of the introduction of optional Kurdish language classes in
the university. The Court has also found a violation regarding to the
applications concerning the names:
In Güzel Erdagöz v. Turkey (no. 37483/02, 21 October 2008), the
Court found a violation of Article 8 on the ground that the Turkish
courts had refused the applicant’s request for rectification of the
spelling of her forename according to its Kurdish pronunciation
(she claimed to be called “Gözel”, not “Güzel”), while noting
the wide variety of linguistic origins of Turkish forenames. But
the violation was mostly based on the fact that Turkish law did
not indicate clearly enough the extent and manner in which
the authorities use their discretion when it comes to imposing
14
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restrictions on and rectifying forenames (Research Report of the
ECtHR, 2011).
Today it is clearly seen that implemented wrong policies such as
no right to education in native language; restricting or sometimes
banning broadcast or publication of Kurdish products have
supported to the PKK to gain sympathizers. Linguistic rights of
the Kurds; on the other hand, are still weak in the framework of
European standards as some ECHR judgments clearly show.
Existence of Kurdish is still a political fear for the government and
an indirect link to the terrorist organization while losing freedom
of expression in this language is an element of assimilation from a
critical perspective.

References:
1. Azer, E. (2013) The Kurdish Quest for Self-determination: Looking to Individual Experiences to Administer Differences.
2. Human Rights Watch Reports-Turkey, 1999.
3. Casier, M. & Jongerden, J. (eds.), (2011), Nationalisms and Politics in Turkey. Political Islam, Kemalism and the Kurdish issue. Oxon / New York: Routledge, pp. 1-2
4. Rios, Andreu Jerez. The Turkish Accession in the European Union and the Kurdish Question. Thesis. Europa Viadrina Universitat, 2012.
5. European Union: European Commission, Turkey - 2005 Progress Report, 9 November 2005, SEC (2005) 1426,
available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/43956b6d4.html
6. Press Country Profile -Turkey. Available at : http://www.echr.coe.int/documents/cp_turkey_eng.pdf
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Human Rights Day:
Stand up for someone’s rights!

Each year on 10th of December, the world celebrates the Human Rights Day. But why do
we celebrate the Human Rights Day and why is it celebrated on 10th of December?
After the atrocities of the Second World War, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA), principal organ of the back then
newly established United Nations, adopted on 10 December
1948 at the Palais de Chaillot in Paris the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).
Even though the UDHR is not a legal binding document, its
significance is of high importance. The UDHR marked the first
time in human history as we know it when the necessity was
globally conveyed to protect the human rights of all people
equally and it has also been a great inspiration and basis for the
adoption and implementation of many following human rights
laws and treaties.

organizations to observe 10 December of each year as Human
Rights Day. Thus, the 10th of December was established to be
the day that the world honours and celebrates the adoption of the
UDHR and human rights globally.
Every 10th of December, human rights agencies, communities,
groups and individuals celebrate the day by organising
conferences and other communal and sociocultural events with
aim to raise human rights awareness and spread the message of
human rights’ values and ideals around the world.
This year’s theme is “Stand up for someone’s rights”.
To observe Human Rights Day and inspire you to stand for
someone’s rights, we share some of our favorite human rights
quotes by powerful and inspiring human rights activists and figures:

“

According to the United Nations (UN), In 1950, the Assembly
passed resolution 423 (V), inviting all States and interested

To deny people their human
rights is to challenge their very
humanity.
Nelson Mandela
16

Our lives begin to end the day we become
silent about things that matter.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Human rights is a universal standard. It is a
component of every religion and every civilization.
Shirin Ebadi

Free expression is the base of human rights, the
root of human nature and the mother of truth.
To kill free speech is to insult human rights, to
stifle human nature and to suppress truth.
Liu Xiaobo

When the whole world is silent, even one
voice becomes powerful.
Malala Yousafzai

17

“

Where, after all, do universal rights begin? In
small places, close to home – so close and so
small that they cannot be seen on any maps
of the world.Yet they are the world of the
individual person; the neighborhood he lives in;
the school or college he attends; the factory,
farm or office where he works. Such are the
places where every man, woman, and child
seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal
dignity without discrimination. Unless these
rights have meaning there, they have little
meaning anywhere. Without concerned citizen
action to uphold them close to home, we shall
look in vain for progress in the larger world.
Eleanor Roosevelt
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Votes for Humanity

In 2005 the European Court of Human Rights declared in Hirst,
that the UK is in violation of Article 3 of Protocol 1 to the
European Convention of Human Rights by denying prisoners
their right to vote. This judgement was not well received.
Former Prime Minister David Cameron declared that the
thought of prisoners voting made him feel “physically sick”, and
proceeded to ignore the ruling. The issue has never seriously
been reconsidered since. This is mostly due to the fact that
the prevailing public opinion was, and remains, behind David
Cameron. The British public generally believe that criminals
should forfeit their entitlement to make decisions on how
society should be run as part of their punishment for causing
harm to society. But, as the cases of Hirst and Shindler make
clear, prisoners are entitled to the right to vote simply by virtue
of being human, and this cannot be arbitrarily removed.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, enshrined in the
European Convention of Human Rights, was drafted to set
a basic standard treatment that recognises and respects the
supreme value of human life. This is a standard that is supposed
to apply no matter who the person is, what they have done,
or where they come from. If a state wants to restrict a human
right there must be a legitimate aim for it, and as the ECHR
declares in Hirst, a blanket ban for all inmates “based solely on
the fact that they were serving a prison sentence, irrespective
of the length of the sentence and irrespective of the nature or
gravity of their offence and their individual circumstances” is

incompatible with international human rights law. After all, as
Flo Krause successfully argued in the same case, a right that
can be removed at whim is not a right at all, it is a privilege. We
do not have a European Convention on Human Privileges, we
have a European Convention on Human Rights. Therefore, the
fact that the prisoners’ right to vote offends the current public
opinion has no bearing on their entitlement to it. They are human
and therefore are entitled to all the rights that come by virtue of
that status.
Consideration should also be paid to the dehumanising impact of
treating the Convention Rights as rights for the certain groups,
and privileges for others. If the Convention Rights give value
to human life, removal of all or any of the Convention Rights
from any group or
individual necessarily
depletes their life value
to something less than
the human standard.
In the words of Dr
Peter Selby, former
Bishop to HM Prisons
and now President of
the National Council
for
Independent
Monitoring
Boards
for Prisons “Denying
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convicted prisoners the right to vote serves no purpose of deterrence
or reform.
What it does is to state in the clearest terms society’s belief that
once convicted you are a non-person, one who should have no say
in how our society is to develop, whose opinion is to count for
nothing. It is making someone an “outlaw”, and as such has no
place in expressing a civilised attitude towards those in prison”. In
our current system, prisoners become socialised as something less
than human, and this has a lasting effect.
The most obvious indicator of such an effect can easily be seen
in the UK’s re-conviction rate, which stands at 46% for those
serving long custodial sentences, and 60% for those serving shorter
custodial sentences. This is exactly why we should care about
prisoner’s rights, and how they are viewed in society, because our
current system clearly doesn’t work.
Our disdain for prisoners, and disinterest in the rights that they have
isn’t making our country any safer. So how to combat that? This
was a question that was considered in detail at the RebLaw UK
held this weekend, and the general consensus was that we need to
start a process to re-humanise prisoners in the social conscience, by
putting human faces and human stories to the prisoner labels.

prison law, highlighted that the typical prisoner serving a life sentence
in the UK is a victim of horrific childhood abuse, describing them
as “un-nurtured and traumatised victims” who have been socialised
into monsters as prisoners.The latest Ministry of Justice statistics
on prisoner’s childhood and family backgrounds published in 2014
confirm Ms. Krause’s observations. These stats state that 29%
of prisoners experienced sexual, emotional, or physical abuse in
childhood, and 41% were a witness to such violence. Broken down
further, 53% of women suffered childhood abuse, compared to
27% of men, and 31% of prisoners from a non-BAME background
suffered childhood abuse, compared to 20% of prisoners from a
BAME background. In 2015 The Chartered Institute of Library and
Information Professionals found that only 50% of prisoners have
‘functional literacy’ compared to 85% of the general population.
Flo turns the victim-perpetrator narrative of the UK’s Criminal
Justice system on its head, and advocates that prisoners serving
life sentences are the victims of the failures of society, which has
contributed to their eventual fate as perpetrators of crime. Victim
and perpetrator are not mutually exclusive concepts. You can be
both, and many prisoners in the UK are.

Figuring out how to do this is something I plan on achieving in the
next few months. But in the meantime, I will share some facts and
statistics on the current prisoner demographic so that we can go
someway understanding who our prisoners are.
In her speech at RebLaw UK Flo Krause, a leading practitioner of
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The Case for Better Education

From Plato’s Academy to Aristotle’s Lyceum, education and the
pursuit of knowledge were no less a driving force of society
in Ancient Greece and Rome than it is today. Education was
so much more than was taught in the classroom; it also meant
a certain degree of self-awareness and exposure to what one
was due as a member of the city-state. Yet, in many regions of
the world governments continue to fail who are systematically
disenfranchised.
As a result, the human rights of the most vulnerable citizens
are neglected and ethnic and religious tensions worsened due to
personal and political gain.
Sadly, one tactic that has often been used
is to deprive the large majority of the
people from educational opportunities,
such that citizens do not know what
their rights are, and ultimately their
voices count for nothing. In short, they
are negligible where it concerns the
operation of society and hardly ever in
a position to take responsibility for the
societal issues that surround them.

under-developed countries, but it can help bridge the gap
between ethnic, religious and cultural tensions. If people are not
raised from childhood to be active, responsible participants in
their communities and in the activities needed towards achieving
development, then it is all the more unlikely that any form of
peace can be sustainable in the long term, and, without peace,
there can be no meaningful progress.
Furthermore, progress cannot truly occur without educated minds
ready to take on its challenges, precisely because the former
depends on research, adaptability, innovation, and an ability to
think for oneself, all elements that are vital in every stage of the
educational pyramid, from the primary to the tertiary and beyond.

Admittedly, education might not be
the answer to all of societies’ woes,
especially those in developing and
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Consequently, better education serves as the key to active and
effective participation in all levels of society. It is a vital part to
achieving better relations among people, to fostering respect for
others, and to engaging citizens in more social action and public
awareness, the fruit of which is greater responsibility.
There are several ways better education can make us take more
responsibility:
• We can become better informed on the proper functioning of
democracy and the electoral process, leading, ultimately, to
creating stable governments for the people and by the people,
not least, holding leaders accountable
• It can teach us to be more ethically responsible and respectful
towards the environment
• We can become more critical and challenging of the status quo,
which can be vital for constructive growth
• We can become more enlightened as to ways to deal with those
who suffer from mental health issues and learning difficulties,
so as to ease the educational process for both student and teacher

Indeed, education is so much more than rote learning and formal
schooling. There is so much to be learned from our communities,
rural and urban, by being more conscientious and open to exposure.
We can thus reflect on past failings and injustices, so as to explore
new visions and concepts, to invent new modes of learning and
thought, new techniques, all of which can help to bring about
desired changes in human affairs, choices, and behaviours.
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Female Genital Mutilation and the
Right to Health
I. Female Genital Mutilation

FGM/C is defined as the “partial or total removal of […] female
genitalia […] for non-medical reasons”.
As of 2016, an estimate of 200 million girls and women in 30
countries in Africa as well as the Middle East and Asia have
undergone the procedure of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), also
known as Female Genital Cutting (FGC), with additional 3 million
being at risk each year. Although performed from days after birth
till puberty and beyond , most girls are cut before the age of five.
Procedures vary from country to country and among communities
in these countries. However, four different Types of FGM/C can
be distinguished , with Type I being the least invasive, Type III
being the most and Type IV including all other procedures to
the female genitalia for non-medical reasons that can be equated
to FGM/C. The different procedures include the removal of
the clitoris, of the labia minora and majora and closure of the
vagina. In the last procedure, known as infibulation, a hole is left
for the passage of urine and menstrual blood.
FGM/C harms girls and women in many ways. The removal
of normal and healthy genital tissue interferes with the natural
functioning of the body and causes short- and long-term
consequences. It is not known how many girls and women die
as a result of FGM/C, it is however known, that there are no
health benefits of the procedure.

The reasons that form the basis of FGM/C vary among
communities. In most communities, however, FGM/C is
considered a tradition of raising a girl properly, a necessity
to prepare her for adulthood and marriage. Another common
reason for FGM/C is social acceptance. The procedure can be
described as a self-enforcing social convention to which girls
and women feel they must conform to avoid social exclusion.
All of this raises the question how FGM/C must be regarded
in light of Human Rights, especially the Right to Health as set
forth in several Human Rights treaties and instruments.
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II. Female Genital Mutilation in light of the Right to
Health

“Health is a fundamental human right indispensable for the exercise
of other human rights” . Besides in the International Bill of Human
Rights, it is therefore also recognised in several other Human Rights
treaties and instruments.
The most explicit implementation with regard to FGM/C contain
however Art. 12 of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), Art. 12 of the Convention
on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) and Art. 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC).
1. Art. 12 ICESCR
According to Art. 12.1 ICESCR, States Parties recognise “the right
of everyone to […] health”. With regard to the Right to Health as
set forth in Art. 12.1 ICESCR, the question arises whether FGM/C
is a violation of this right.
In accordance to Art. 2.2 ICESCR, the rights in the Covenant are to
be implemented without discrimination. The rights are based on the
belief of equality. If an act undercuts this right to equality it is not
just a violation of Art. 2.2 ICESCR, but a violation of all rights in
the Covenant, including the Right to Health in Art. 12.1 ICESCR.
The Right to Health, same as the other rights, is a nondiscriminativ
right for everyone.
FGM/C fits within the definition of discrimination due to sex as a
procedure exclusively directed towards girls and women. It is in
most communities considered a tradition of raising a girl properly, a
necessity to prepare her for adulthood and marriage. Thus it upholds

the discriminatory belief
of the subordinate role
of girls and women.
Therefore
FGM/C
constitutes a form of
discrimination against
girls and women and
it violates the Right to
Health in its duty to be
valid for everyone.
Furthermore, FGM/C violates the Right to “the highest attainable
standard of [...] health” of the women who have undergone the
procedure as FGM/C involves the damaging and the removal of
normal and healthy genital tissue without medical necessity and
interferes with the natural functions of girls’ and women’s bodies
and causes severe short- and long-term consequences.
A number of committees established under the aforementioned
Human Rights treaties have addressed harmful traditional practices
such as FGM/C in their general recommendations and comments.
In that context, CESCR General Comment No. 14, that was adopted
by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to define
the content of Art. 12 ICESCR, acknowledges the States Parties
Obligation to shield girls and women from harmful traditional
practices that deny them their full right to Health and therefore
explicitly recognises FGM/C as a violation of the Right to Health.
2. Art. 12 CEDAW
An equivalent to the Right to Health as set forth in Art. 12 ICESCR
can be found in Art. 12 of the Convention on the Elimination of
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all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). FGM/C
therefore also violates the Right to Health in Art. 12 CEDAW.
Again, FGM/C is explicitly recognised as a violation of the Right
to Health in Art. 12 CEDAW by General Recommendations No. 14,
19 and 24, which were adopted by the Committee of the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women.
3. Art. 24 CRC
Furthermore, FGM/C could be a violation of Art. 24 of the
Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC).
According to Art. 1 CRC, “a child means every human being below
the age of eighteen years”. FGM/C is performed from days after
birth till puberty and beyond. Nonetheless, most girls are cut before
the age of five, therefore most girls affected by FGM/C therefore
fall in the scope of the CRC.
In accordance with Art. 2.1 CRC, same as the rights in the ICESCR
and CEDAW, the rights in the CRC shall be ensured to each child
“without discrimination of any kind”. As laid out above, FGM/C
fits within the definition of discrimination due to sex as set forth
in several Human Rights treaties and instruments and therefore
violates the rights in their duty to be valid without discrimination.
Art. 24.1 CRC contains an equivalent to the Right to Health in
Art. 12 ICESCR and Art. 12 CEDAW. In Art. 24.1 CRC the States
Parties “recognise the right of the child to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of health”. Particularly relevant with
regard to FGM/C is Art. 24.3 CRC, which obliges States Parties
to take “all effective and appropriate measures with a view to
abolishing traditional practices prejudicial to the health of children”.
In Art. 24.3 CRC traditional practices such as FGM/C are explicitly

recognised as a violation of the Right to Health in Art. 24.1 CRC. In
summary, FGM/C is a violation of the Right to Health as recognized
in Art. 12 ICESCR, Art. 12 CEDAW and Art. 24 CRC.

III. States Parties Obligations

Even though FGM/C has proven to be a violation of the Human
Right to Health, it has prevailed , which raises the question of States
Parties Obligations regarding the Right to Health. According to
Art. 12 ICESCR, Art. 12 CEDAW and Art. 24 CRC, States Parties
have to take steps towards the progressive realisation of the right.
With respect to FGM/C it is the States Parties Obligation to take
appropriate and effective measures to abolish harmful traditional
practices.
It has to be taken into account though, that the measures will vary
from one State Party to another. Every State Party has discretionary
scope of which measures are suitable to meet its specific
circumstances and such circumstances have to be considered. The
States Parties should not imply uniform measures but rather take
into account country and community specific differences. However,
there are certain measures that are equally appropriate and
effective in every State regardless of the circumstances, the most
important of which are the adoption of legislation and policies and
information and awareness-raising campaigns. The effectiveness of
any legislation or policy depends on the extent to which it is linked
to the process of social change, therefore legal measures should
always be accompanied by information and awareness-raising
measures.
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IV. Conclusion

Harmful traditional practices such as FGM/C have long been a
global concern but progress has been made: The procedure was
officially recognised as a Human Rights violation and especially a
violation of the Human Right to Health as it is recognised in several
Human Rights treaties and instruments. But despite this progress
the procedure of FGM/C continues to exist in all parts of the world.
Fundamental changes in individual and community attitudes are
necessary, therefore it is essential that the efforts against FGM/C
will be intensified to reach the goal of a total and final end to the
procedure of FGM/C in all parts of the world.
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Born in Exile –
New generation of Syrian children at risk of statelessness

According to the UNHCR’s report, more than ten million
people are stateless nowadays 2. Thus, statelessness represents
massive problem and challenge to the current human rights law.
Statelessness may occur for a variety of reasons such as conflict
of nationality laws, administrative practices, discrimination
based on gender, ethnic or religious grounds or arbitrary
deprivation of nationality. In the last few years, many armed
conflicts or civil wars caused that millions of people had to flee
their homes and seek refuge in other countries.
As the Syrian civil war has entered its sixth year, the matter
of the nationality and statelessness has become more alarming
particularly in the migratory context. Millions of Syrians were
forced to flee their home since the beginning of the turmoil.
Consequently, this left many children at risk of statelessness.
According to the Syrian nationality law, Syrian nationality can
be transferred to children exclusively through their fathers.
However, civil war has caused great loss of life of many
fathers who were involved in the hostilities and, therefore, the
acquisition of the Syrian nationality at birth is not possible in
many cases. In addition, attribution of nationality at birth in the
refugee context represents even bigger challenge. As of October
2015, around 142,000 babies have been born in exile since 2011
in all countries of refuge 3. As the figure of migrants fleeing
Syria is growing on the daily basis, the number of children that

“

Citizenship is man’s basic right,
for it is nothing less than the
right to have rights.
Earl Warren 1

are at risk of statelessness is equally increasing. Syrian civil war
caused that Syria continues to be the largest source country of
refugees.

Nationality law of Syria has been adopted in November 1969
by Legislative Decree 276 and is still valid till nowadays. The
Article 3 of the nationality law lists persons who are, ipso facto,
entitled to Syrian nationality. For attribution of nationality at
birth Syria recognizes primarily the doctrine of jus sanguinis,
law of blood. Jussoli principle serves only as a safeguard for
foundlings or for those who at birth are not entitled to other
foreign nationality. Regarding the child born outside the Syrian
territory, possibility to transfer the Syrian nationality is given
only to Syrian father 4. Thus, the Syrian nationality of the mother
has no legal effect on attribution of nationality to a child born
outside Syria. Women are allowed to pass their nationality to
the children only under two conditions that have to be fulfilled
cumulatively – (a) child has to be born on the Syrian territory
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and (b) no legal relationship can be established between the child
and the father 5. Despite the constitutional rights, discrimination
against Syrian women in the matter of nationality is causing serious
problems to the new generation of Syrian children.
On the international level, the most comprehensive instrument that
aims to ensure gender equality and bring gender discrimination
to an end is the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (hereinafter CEDAW). Syria has
acceded to this convention in 2003 however, reservation to the
Article 9 of the CEDAW 6 causes that legal effect of this provision
has been modified. This discrepancy between international
legislation, on one hand and the nationality law and practice
on the other, hints that Syrian authorities are reluctant to bring
effectiveness to their international commitments. Consequently,
discriminatory practices jeopardize children even before they
are born and regardless of place of birth. It is certainly true that
circumstances in which refugees find themselves are even more
aggravated. Childhood statelessness may occur in different
situations that obstruct the child to acquire the nationality.
Therefore, Syrian refugee parents, who find themselves in similar
situation, are entirely dependent on the safeguards provided
by country of refuge that are based on the doctrine of jus soli
principle. However, this is often not the case. Children are at
risk of becoming stateless particularly when host state does not
effectively provide the nationality to children born in the territory
that would otherwise be stateless. Incorporating this safeguard
into the domestic law and its effective implementation into
practice would certainly help to diminish the number of stateless
children. Secondly, when state does not ensure that all children are
registered at birth, it may bring severe consequences to the child’s

life. Even though the birth certificate does not automatically give
the nationality to a child, it is crucial document for claiming one’s
identity. Without any official document children may be denied to
have access to different rights such as the right to proper health
care or the right to education.
In conclusion, it is certain that children of Syrian refugees born
in exile are exposed to statelessness. This situation will continue
until significant changes in the nationality laws, as well as the
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attitudes of the states are not imposed. Without proper protection
we risk that new generation of Syrian children will not be able
to claim any nationality in the future, thus, they will end up in
the legal limbo. Therefore, it is up to the states, as well as the
international community, NGO’s and the civil society to raise
awareness of this particular matter in order to bring the childhood
statelessness to an end.
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Child Abuse and Law

My engagement with the United Nations has given me a better
insight into the international human rights situation and each
country’s obligation to fulfill their international commitments.
India is one such country which is a signatory to most of the
international human rights treaties. But its extent of fulfilling its
commitments at the international level is still questionable.
A law is necessary, but the more necessary is a very strong
implementation mechanism. What law says, remains only in
paper. We need proper mechanism, lawyers and activists who
will work on the principles of the law. We should not have
sympathy with them, rather empathy for them. We can’t drive
away such evils of child abuse from our society. But we can
definitely set examples by punishing the guilty who, now, can
take the advantage of no law being in practice.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
is an international treaty that legally obliges states to protect
children’s rights. Articles 34 and 35 of the CRC require states
to protect children from all forms of sexual exploitation and
sexual abuse. The Government of India ratified the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on 12 November 1992. The Indian
Constitution has a framework within which ample provisions
exist for the protection, development and welfare of children.
There are a wide range of laws that guarantee children their
rights and entitlements as provided in the Constitution and in
the UN Convention.

By
ratifying
the
Convention
on
the
Rights of the Child, the
Government is obligated
to review National and
State legislation and bring
it in line with provisions
of the Convention. The
Convention revalidates
the rights guaranteed to
children by the Constitution of India, and is, therefore, a powerful
weapon to combat forces that deny these rights. But even after
two decades of ratification of the UN Convention, India is yet to
come up with a substantial law that addresses the problem with
sexual abuse with the children. The only hope is the passing of
the present bill in the Rajya Sabha which might address such a
serious and wide spread issue in Indian sub-continent.
It has always been thought that a sexual abuse is done to a girl
or woman and not to a boy or man. But this myth is gradually
found null and void as a number of male victims are trying to
come out about their abuses. It is much easier to abuse a boy
rather than a girl in our social context as girls or women are
most of the times out of reach and there is a fear of punishment
or disclosure of the act. Moreover, most of the abusers are
immediate family members or someone very close to the family.
Hence, it is always easier to get close to the boys in the family
30

Gaurab Sen
Master of
Human Rights &
Humanitarian Law
(LL.M.)

rather than the girls. According to the ‘Study on Child Abuse: India
2007’ published by Ministry of Women and Child Development,
52.94% child victims are boys. This constitutes a huge number of
victims who needs to be addressed by our new law.
Child sexual abuse should not be considered in the context of
childhood, but it has a significant affect even when the child grows
up. A very few selected victims can disclose about their own abuse
and lives their whole life with this psychological burden. Child
sexual abuse can result in both short-term and long-term harm,
including psychopathology in later life. Psychological, emotional,
physical, and social effects include depression, post-traumatic
stress disorder, anxiety, poor self-esteem, dissociative and anxiety
disorders.
Studies have found that children who received supportive responses
following disclosure had less traumatic symptoms and were abused
for a shorter period of time than children who did not receive
support. This creates mixed response among the Indian families.
Most of the families try to suppress the matter if the abuser is a
family member and make hue and cry if the abuser is an outsider.

What is required for us is that we must stand by the victims and
must face the abuser with courage, whoever he is. Once we develop
that courage and drive away the social stigma, we will see a better
tomorrow.
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Honor Killings in Pakistan

Domestic violence affects every country in the world and all
societies. Honor violence is a particular form of domestic
violence which – while sometimes perpetrated against men targets most often women. Honor violence can appear in different
forms, from forced marriage to acid attacks to honor killings.
Honor killings occur in a variety of countries such as India,
Pakistan, Jordan, Morocco, Turkey, Ecuador, Brazil, Sweden
or the United Kingdom1. The United Nations Population Fund
estimates that each year, at least 5,000 women are victims of
honor-killings in the world 2. This article will address the issue
of honor killings, while particularly focusing on Pakistan, where
a large number of honor killings are committed each year.

What is honor killing?

The Honour Based Violence Awareness Network (HBVAN)
defines honor killings as “the ultimate sanction against a woman
who has deemed to have offended collective morality”3. The
crime is often organized or supported by a group, often the
family of the victim itself, as the acts that trigger it are perceived
to dishonor them 4.
The concept of violence perpetrated in the name of honor implies
that women victims of these acts live in societies or families
were control over women is high, and their life not valued. They
are expected to conform to certain rules, and their behavior and
actions are seen as influencing the common good and reflect
upon the family or of the community – notably, certain of these

behaviors can bring shame. The dishonor is often associated
with a woman’s sexual behavior: “rape victims, women and girls
suspected of engaging in premarital sex, and women accused
of adultery have been murdered by their relatives because the
violation of a woman’s chastity is viewed as an affront to the
family’s honour”5. But there can be other causes: looking or
talking to a man outside the family circle, dressing the wrong way,
rejecting a forced marriage, a choice of employment, being too
Westernized, or seeking divorce – anything that is perceived as
deviating for the accepted norms can be a cause of honor killings.
In some cases, women can also be accused wrongfully of
dishonorable behavior and killed because of disputes about other
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matters –between families or over a property. As mentioned before,
men can also be victims of honor killings if they are perceived as
“complicit in dishonoring [a woman’s] family”, or because of their
sexual orientation 6. Methods of killing are diverse and equally
horrifying: “Victims are buried alive, burned, shot, smothered,
stabbed, stoned, and strangled to death” 7.

A crime rarely punished

As the written statement by the International Humanist and Ethical
Union to the UN Human Rights Council states, “societal attitudes
are […] deeply problematic; those who commit honour violence
believe that their conduct is justified and receive support from their
community”8. This high level of gender discrimination, and the low
value attached with a girl’s or woman’s life allow honor killings to
enjoy a high level of impunity. They are rarely investigated, and the
law is either rarely enforced, or provide lesser sentences than for
“equally violent crimes without the honour dimension”, such as in
Iraq or Jordan 9. Moreover, these killings can also be approved by
the community and ordered by community leaders through informal

courts, which legitimizes them. This is sometimes the case in Pakistan,
were honor killings may be ordered by tribal councils, or ‘jirga’10.
Moreover, existing measures of protection might be inadequate.

The role of Islam

While honor killings occur in all societies, a great number take place
in countries where Islam is the major religion. Thus, people may
tend to make a connection between this religion and this practice.
However, the HBVAN points out that “there is little scriptural
support for honour killings in any major religion, and it has been
roundly condemned by several high status religious leaders”11.
Honor killings are not “prescribed by the Quran, but instead stems
from socially constructed notions of patriarchy”12. Riada Asimovic
Akyol argues that in fact, the Quran and Islam can help in the fight
against honor killings, by condemning this practice and those who
are violent against women13.

Progress against honor killings in Pakistan

Pakistan is a country with a high prevalence of honorkillings,
especially in the provinces of Punjab and Sindh14. In 2015, the
Pakistani Human Rights Commission reported 1,096 honor killings
in the country, among which 170 were perpetrated against minors 15.
In the first half of 2016, it reported 300 honor killings 16. However,
the real number might be higher, as killings may go unreported or
be disguised as accidents, and the community might protect the
killer 17. This high number of honor killings also reveals a deeply
patriarchal society with entrenched genderinequalities. The World
Economic forum ranked Pakistan 144 out of 145 countries on
gender disparity 18.
However, very recently, there has been a wave of change over honor
killings in the country. The Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif has taken a
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strong stance against honor killings, as part of a commitment to end
gender-based discrimination and violence. A recent award winning
Pakistani movie on honor violence made him declare: “There is
no honour in honour killing - in fact there can be nothing more
brutal than engaging in killing and calling it honour”19. Moreover,
the Prime Minister has also distanced honor killings from Islam,
by making clear that killing for honor “is not only un-Islamic but
also inhuman ... It is not honor killing, it’s just plain murder.”20. The
Pakistan Ulema Council, a religious authority, has also declared that
“killing one’s daughter and humiliating them is a sign of ignorance”
21
. These official condemnations are important steps. Moreover,
early in 2016, the country attempted to pass a law against honor
killings. Its adoption was first postponed, as “religious leaders
protested that removing the possibility of forgiveness made the bill
un-Islamic” 22.
However, in October 2016, the country succeeded to pass a law
against honor killings. The new law established a minimum lifetime
sentence for perpetrators, who can escape the death sentence if the
family of the victim expresses forgiveness, but will still have to
spend a mandatory 25 years in prison 23. Thus, the new legislation
“clos[ed] a legal loophole that allowed an honor killer to walk free
if the family of the victim forgave him” 24.

However, this law
alone does not solve
the problem of a
highly
patriarchal
society with deep
gender-inequality.
Honor killings risk
to go underground
if
these
issues
are not addressed
through further measures 25. Moreover, as honor killings are often
covered by the family and the evidence disguised or manipulated,
implementation will be a challenge 26.
In addition, the new phenomenon of honor suicide is appearing,
whereby a woman is pressured to end her life for honor and the
potential perpetrator escapes punishment. Finally, religious leaders
could be more vocal against honor killings, condemning it firmly to
prevent its justification based on religion.
Thus, the fight against honor killings does not stop after its
criminalization, but hopefully Pakistan will be able to further
pursue its commitment towards ending gender-based violence and
discrimination.
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Ver esto en Español
Salam Aldeen
deserves freedom and
acknowlegdement
for his efforts for the
refugees!

Allow Salam Aldeen to Leave Greece

Every human being has the right to be helped when they are in
danger. It is a right that cannot be taken away by any country.
Today, people who provide this aid and prevent the deaths of
others are being punished for it their selfless work.
You can add your voice to the international petition to stop
the punishment of tireless volunteers who have given so much
themselves to help others.
Salam Aldeen came to Lesbos and created Team Humanity, a
hands-on NGO working to rescue people crossing the sea to
Greece, fleeing war and imminent danger in their country. Salam
and another member of Team Humanity were arrested with three
volunteers from Proem-aid.
He was criminally charged with human trafficking and jailed.
He was released after paying a large fee but trapped in Greece,
unable to leave. Salam is currently awaiting trial where can
receive 10 years in prison. It is currently the only one of the five
defendants remaining in Greece, submitting to weekly Police
check-ins and harassment by local law authorities.
Denmark, his country of origin, is currently opposed to
humanitarian aid to refugees, and has abandoned him.
Meanwhile, Salam continues with the daily tasks of Team
Humanity. He works in camps near Thesaloniki, as well as
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attending to those families who cannot live in camps for special
circumstances.

Ver esto en Español

He continues managing resources, assisting families, and creating
temporary housing, but he cannot leave Greece. Now Salam is in a
forced detention in Greece, working there since September 2015, he
is a prisoner there since January 2016. He has not seen his family,
his friends, or his home. He cannot remember his normal life.

Salam Aldeen
deserves freedom and
acknowlegdement
for his efforts for the
refugees!

The work of Salam Aldeen inspires us all with his commitment,
determination and courage, having saved thousands of people
leaving unimaginable situations. Activists and artists have visited
Salam to see first hand the overwhelming strife of families seeking
refuge, including Ai Wei Wei and actress Susan Sarandon. Hundreds
of everyday people, volunteers, and NGOs who have worked with
Salam and Team Humanity.

sign the petition

We ask you to add your voice to this petition to the Greek government
for Salam’s unconditional release. Inspired to help, Salam left his
whole life in Denmark, he and his group wake up every day with a
fighting spirit, committed to those in need.
Sign this petition and tell the Greek government and European
Union to consider the principles for which it was created. Currently,
it is not complying with their obligations under international law
accepted by its 28 members requiring them to welcome refugees
who arrive at its borders fleeing danger. Join us in sending a
message to Greece to drop charges against Salam and end legal
action against those who help save lives.
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Conceptual Dilemma of Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights
Background:

Colonization has shaped the concept of
indigenous people (Erni, 2008). During
colonialism, the term “Indian” was used
for aboriginal to differentiate them from
European settlers. At that time, Indians were
treated unfit to found or administer a lawful
state which focused on the subjugation of
the Indian to use them as a labour force
(Ormaza, 2012). According to the classical
Westphalia system of international law, indigenous forms of
organization did not fit into the concept of modern nation-state
(Anaya, 2004). Modern nation-state was based on exclusivity
of territorial domain and the existence of hierarchical and
centralized structures. Whereas, kinship-ties, decentralized
political structures and shared overlapping shares of territorial
control were in indigenous systems (Ormaza, 2012).
Therefore, Indians were not recognized as members of the
community of nations and they were considered as “backward
society”. New colonized community decided to bring this
backward society in the civilized world. From this perspective,
the concept of indigenous peoples was distinguished into two
main aspects: prior occupation of the territories conquered by
European colonists, and the label of a “less advanced” society
unable to attain the status of nation-state (Ormaza, 2012).
Therefore, anthropologists use the phrase “indigenous” to

refer collectively to such people whose traditions, language
or way of life differ from people in power (Bowen, 2000). In
basic terms, indigenous peoples have been described as “First
peoples”. Moreover, individual nation-states use other terms
such as, United States uses “Native American”, Canada uses
“first-nations” and through much of Americas uses “Indian”.
Also some international agreements and organizations use
“aborigines” or “tribal” (Firestone & Noronha, 2005). Definition
problem: The dilemma “who is indigenous” is politicized
(Corntassel, 2003). International organizations, host states, nongovernmental organizations and researchers tried to develop
their own definition for native peoples. Therefore, a definitional
debate has developed. Among these debates, the most prominent
academician definition of indigenous was defined by Frank
Wilmer in her acclaimed work; the indigenous voice in world
politics (Corntassel, 2003).
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However, there is no especially authoritative definition of
indigenous peoples under international law and policy, and the
Indigenous Declaration does not set out any definition. Existence
and concernment of Indigenous peoples: Based of the definition,
the United Nations estimates that there are at least 250 million
people worldwide who are indigenous. About 4000-5000 of the
6000 remaining languages in the world are spoken by indigenous
peoples (IUCN, 1997). Indigenous people constitute most of the
humankind’s cultural diversity and are largely responsible for
conserving much of the planet’s biological diversity (IUCN, 1997).
That is why, protecting indigenous peoples is not only protecting
the cultural diversity but also because a wealth of information on
how to manage sustainable the world’s biological resources will
disappear with them. Therefore, principle 22 of UNCED’s Rio
declaration stated that, indigenous people and their communities,
and other local communities, have a vital role in environmental
management and development because of their knowledge and
traditional practices (IUCN, 1997). States should recognize and duly
support their identity, culture and interest and enable their effective
participation in the achievement of sustainable development. Also
the convention on Biological Diverisity1992 recognized the role of
indigenous peoples in sustainability.
The International Labour Organization’s Convention 169 is the only
international legal agreement specifically on Indigenous peoples.
ILO 169 states that peoples are considered indigenous if: Peoples in
independent countries who are regarded as indigenous on account
of their descent from the populations which inhabited the country,
or a geographical region to which the country belongs, at the
time of conquest or colonization or the establishment of present
State boundaries and who, irrespective of their legal status, retain
some or all of their own social, economic, cultural and political

institutions (Posey, 2002). In ILO 169, articles 9 and 33 state that
indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an
indigenous community or nation, in accordance with the traditions
and customs of the community or nation concerned, and that they
have the right to determine their own identity (Firestone, Lily &
Noronha, 2005). The indigenous peoples right to be in this world
is not only because of the diverse culture, biological diversity or
sustainability. It has a history of humanity. Humanity is the right to
live. Indigenous peoples have been victims of physical and cultural
genocide. This genocide was either in the form of massacres by
occupying their territories or as a result of suffering and disease
introduced by colonizers.
As like, the indigenous population in Hispaniola fell from 1 million
in 1492 to several hundred in 1540, in Peru the fell from 9 million
in 1520 to 670000 in 1620 (IUCN, 1997). Colonizers have carried
out oppressive economic exploitation, arbitrary land disposition,
murder and other atrocities against tribal cultures. Such practices
persist in numerous countries and continue to decimate indigenous
populations. Sometimes military intimidation is used to remove and
resettle indigenous peoples to open up their territories for outsiders
to benefit the national economy. These types of actions have been
executed in the name of protecting settlers or colonists from tribal
rebellion. As like, in 1992, roughly 75% of arm conflict occurred in
different part of the world (IUCN, 1997). Other than these forcible
forces, political authority, legal-judicial and internal revenue
systems, land policies, cultural modification policies, conservation
management and education & health services are imposed to
indigenous population by state and eventually indigenous society
become minor. Such is a basic example is restrictions on hunting in
protected area (IUCN, 1997).
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Universal declaration on the rights to indigenous
peoples:

In 2007, UN Declaration on the rights to indigenous peoples
(UNDRIP) was finally approved by General assembly through
a decade long process of discussion among the indigenous
organizations, indigenous representatives, UN working group on
indigenous peoples and researchers. It is the first international
document that set forth indigenous peoples right to selfdetermination. But it is not a legal document. The UNDRIP was
adopted by UN General assembly with 144 votes in favour, 11
abstentions and four against (Australia, Canada, New Zealand and
USA) (UN, 2013). However, the root of this declaration was laid
in the indigenous and tribal populations convention, 1957 which is
know as ILO107. In that convention, indigenous and tribal people
were seen as “backward” and temporal societies. So nation has to
take bring them in the national mainstream development and that
need to be done through integration and assimilation. This ideology
was founded under the League of Nations in 1919 as part of the
treaty of Versailles. After the adaptation of ILO 107, the limitation
of ILO 107 became evident and indigenous people themselves
began to call for new standards. Therefore, ILO began to work on
revising the convention.

rights, particularly in land and landrelated issues and do not
provide any specific recognition and needs of indigenous peoples’
livelihood (Barume, 2010). In Asia, some countries recognize
indigenous peoples as distinct collective rights-holders while
others deny their existence. Particularly indigenous peoples face
various form of oppression, such as dispossession of their land and
natural resources and denial of cultural expression. Only in Latin
America where most progress has done so far in constitutional
and legal recognition of indigenous peoples rights. But their rights
are violated in the context of natural resource exploitation, hydroelectricity, establishment of natural parks and other mega-projects.
Along with recourse exploitation, dominant culture constantly
dominates indigenous culture around the world. In these forms,
their rights are violated in different ways.

Consequently, the indigenous and tribal peoples’ convention 1989
known as ILO169 was formed. This is a legally binding international
agreement. For that reason, convention has been ratified by just 22
states. This was the forerunner of the UN Declaration on the rights
to indigenous peoples (UNDRIP).
However, indigenous peoples’ rights are violated all over the world
and vary across the regions and countries. In Africa, only few
countries have legislation or policies to protect indigenous peoples’
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Liability or Asset:
The case of street children in Sierra Leone

Sierra Leone is not an exception to homelessness, beggary,
disillusionment and struggle by children, some as young as five
years. The popular saying that children are the future leaders
may not be applicable to most of these street children. Looking
at their situation, you may be tempted to ask certain questions
like – why these kids are in the streets, what are they looking
out for, and what impacts does this has on these children and
society. If that is the case relax and read on you will soon know.
In the streets of the major cities in Sierra Leone you will find
different categories of street children. There are those spending
their lives in the streets with their parents throughout the day
begging for survival; others are plying their trade alone, sleeping
in market places which they called home; and there are others
who are being subjected to hard labour such as hawking and
mining. Although it is somehow complicating in defining “street
child”, for the purpose of this article a street child is one who is
homeless or not homeless but spends most of his/her time in the
street without care.
The number of street children in Sierra Leone is alarming
according to a 2012 report by a United Kingdom charity Street
Child Sierra Leone, there were about 50,000 street children in
Sierra Leone.
There are numerous impacts to the street children’s situation
to the children themselves and to the country. These children
are growing up as beggars; living in very poor conditions with

inadequate food, medical care, shelter and risk being misused
by others in the process. They are being exposed to diseases like
malaria, diarrhoea and suffer poor nutritional diet considerably
sometimes resulting to death. Some of these children suffer
psychological effects, feeling neglected by parents and society,
hence it becomes difficult for them to associate, even with their
age mates due to inferiority. The girl child is mostly vulnerable
to sexual exploitation and unwanted pregnancy. Some of them
became prostitutes and being impregnated. The outcome is
either unsafe abortion or they suffer the labour of unsupported
maternity.
At national level street children’s situation has rippling
effects on security and development aspects. From a security
viewpoint, these children are growing up without education
and no realistic source of livelihood. Their learning process
is being influenced by the rigours of the street. They are
growing up as criminals doing all sort of deviant activities.
This crop of people is a readily available force of violence
that can be utilised by influential people at any time for their
selfish interest or engage in criminal activities to earn their
living. In addition, street children are vulnerable to human
traffickers. They can be trafficked to other countries for
different purposes like prostitution, drug traffickers, labour
and terrorist operatives thereby jeopardising the country’s
image internationally. Development wise, where a kid is
better trained, his/her chances of becoming a better citizen
42

Amidu Kalokoh
Research Assistant
Centre for
Development and
Security Analysis

are greater. Children deserves quality life to enable them become
peaceful and productive people.
However, a good number of parents in Sierra Leone usually take
children for granted especially those parents who are working
from dawn to dusk and have little time for their children at home.
Some children are left by themselves for the rest of the day without
parental care. This situation in addition to peer pressure and feeling
of inferiority increase children’s vulnerability to deviant practices
like hooliganism, substance abuse and prostitution.
Some of the street children in the cities are adopted from villages
in the name of giving them education and better life but in essence
they are being subjected to hard labour by their adopted parents.
Those who could not withstand the treatment they attained in these
homes are left with the option of moving out to the streets in search
for better conditions.

of the Child and the African
Charter on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child
(Street Child Sierra Leone,
2012) has demonstrated
its willingness to promote
children’s wellbeing by
enacting the Child Rights
Act 2007 and setting up the
Ministry of Social Welfare,
Gender and Children’s
Affairs among others.
However, the present condition of street children in Sierra Leone
tells that individuals, the government and her development partners
need to do more by addressing poverty to provide families with
greater opportunities so that they can take care of their children as
well as prioritise children’s rights beginning at the family level.

In other places, poverty is a key factor that pushes children to
the streets. In poverty stricken homes families cannot afford
children their rights; they are being deprived of food, medical care,
education, clothing and shelter. Some of them have to assist the
homes in meeting some basic needs.
Whilst parents have the primary obligation of taking care of their
children, the Government of Sierra Leone also has a responsibility in
that respect, such as providing the necessary conditions for children
development like working institutions. This responsibility is carried
out together with non-governmental organisations, agencies and
traditional institutions (paramount chieftaincy) across the country.
With the government being a signatory to strategic child rights
instruments such as the United Nations Convention on the Rights
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Advancing Women’s Rights Through
Morocco’s Family Law
Morocco, which has a pluralistic legal system, changed its
religious code of family law, the Moudawana, in 2004. Women
were granted more rights with regards to divorce, marriage,
and custody. Nevertheless, there still is much room for
improvement. Islamic culture, reflected in Morocco’s family
law, seems to justify the problematic position of women with
regards to human rights. As such, Morocco’s situation reflects
a more general debate on how law ought to deal with cultural
issues. To what extent should the prevalence of group values
over individual rights be tolerated, if this is at
the expense of the position of women?

when facing ambiguous cases. The fact that precisely family
law is religious has crucial implications for women’s rights, as
basic rights in the Moudawana constitute a major dimension
of gender (in)equality.
After the 1957 code had been subject to some modest reforms
in 1993, it was entirely replaced in 2004, as a result of endured
activism of Moroccan women’s organizations and fierce debate
within the Moroccan cabinet. Although matters pertaining to

Just like in other decolonized countries,
Morocco’s history has shaped its legal
system, resulting in a discord between Islamic
and Western values. Secular courts based on
French legal tradition coexist with Sadad
courts based on religious traditions, making
the country legally pluralistic. While civil
law governs commercial, contract, criminal
and administrative law; Islamic legislation
covers family, personal, and succession
issues. Since the Moudawana was codified
in 1957, Islamic scholars have considered all
issues pertaining to women and the family
mentioned in the Qur’an definitive, and
Moroccan judges seek guidance in the Shari’a
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polygamy and inheritance are still largely subject to the following
of Shari’a rules, women received significantly more rights in other
areas. The minimal marital age was raised from fifteen to eighteen
years; women do no longer need a marital tutor and cannot be
married against their will; both men and women can petition for
divorce and unilateral repudiation is precluded; and women are
given priority in receiving custody of their children. Advocates of a
more traditionalist approach have been particularly keen to protect
the religious dimension of the Moudawana, as family law involves
the most personal sphere and protects the community’s norms.
Hence, amending the Moudawana is a highly sensitive issue.
Accordingly, women’s organizations that attempted to reform the
law in the latter half of the twentieth century always recommended
alternative legislations that were secular as well as adapted to the
Islamic referent. Activists have framed women´s rights in religious
terms and based their demands on those principles of the Shari’a
that emphasize equality, tolerance, and justice. Obviously, their
proposed alternatives still contradicted Shari’a in many other
ways. Yet even the 2004 reforms, about which the King has clearly
stated that they incorporate secular values, were publicized to
the international community as revisions grounded in religious
continuity. Examples from other countries also suggest that Shari’a
law can be reinterpreted in a way that reinforces secular women’s
rights, making a merger of traditional and modern values possible.
However, the reality provides a different, less optimistic picture.
There exists a blunt discrepancy between the formulation of legal
texts and the way in which these laws are implemented in everyday
society. Stereotypes, morals, and customs remain outside the spirit
of the law, so that social practices still reinforce paternal and
marital authority. With illiteracy rates of eighty-five percent among
the rural female population, Moroccan women are not sufficiently

informed, aware, or socially prepared to seek assistance of the law.
Undertaking legal action is also highly discouraged by society.
Moreover, judges remain conservative and find ways around the
law. The 2004 Moudawana includes substantial ambiguity with
respect to enforcement, so that the reforms only guarantee women’s
rights insofar as they are implemented by the judiciary. Because the
personnel in the largely male judiciary is trained in the previous
legislation in its Maliki interpretation, many judges are reluctant
to apply fully the new Moudawana. Additionally, these judges are
often susceptible to corruption. Hence, the difference between
the enactment of the family law and its legal implementation
indicates that the existence of parallel legal orders is also, or even
more, evident in practice. Although the reformed Moudawana
may demonstrate that religious laws can be rephrased to improve
women’s status in society, a normative plurality – both in the courts
and in everyday life - still obstructs such advancement in practice.
Even if the reformed Moudawana were effectively implemented,
there would still remain clear challenges, especially with
regards to international human rights. As the Moroccan state
promulgates family law to regulate relations in the kinship unit,
it bears secondary responsibility for breaches of human rights
within that sphere. Pluralism cannot be invoked to insulate the
government’s legal or social practices from such responsibilities.
Thus, family law should not be exempt from international norms
of equality. Yet, Morocco still insists on prioritizing Shari’a law
over international treaties. For example, Article 2 of the CEDAW,
which states that a signatory state should take all appropriate
measures to eliminate discrimination against women, was only
accepted insofar as it did not violate Shari’a. The 2004 Moudawana
reforms reflect these reservations: international human rights are
only guaranteed insofar as they do not undermine the Shari’a,
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and thus the ideal of complete equality between men and women is
still far from being reached.
This debate relates to a fundamental tension within Morocco’s
society. The desire and need to modernize the state and recognize
stronger legal rights for women clashes with the equally strong
wish to retain a distinct Muslim identity. The Moudawana reforms
were not welcomed in all of society, as demonstrated by massive
demonstrations. They were regarded as an illegitimate amendment
of a final stronghold of Islamic authority, after so much of religious
law had already been secularized through the French occupation.
As such, the Moudawana forms the essence of the conflict between
secular and religious, modernity and tradition.
The conservative resistance to the Moudawana reforms also attempts
to equate increased women’s rights with Western appeasement. The
underlying Western assumptions of the Moudawana alterations
might be perceived as undermining the Muslim family, disrespecting
the personality of the Muslim individual, and endangering the
continued existence of the Islamic culture. However, religious
laws denying full membership to women and creating substantial
power disparities between the sexes cannot be tolerated. Protection
of individual human rights should then be prioritized over group
rights, even if this entails a significant change of customs. Religious
values can still prevail within the cultural sphere of a country, but
should not govern the legal or political domain.

is substantial mistrust towards Western international agencies.
Therefore, any advances in women’s legal rights have to come from
within the country itself: only domestic legal reform, phrased and
framed in Islamic terms, is likely to have legitimacy.
Morocco is often described as a ‘land of compromise’, and that is
how the situation should be treated. Conflicting goals of adherence
to Islamic sources of law and modern, democratic development need
to be reconciled. From that perspective, the reformed Moudawana
strikes the balance between Islamic values and modernity, and
can be considered as an example of an interpretation of Islam that
benefits women – although to a limited extent. The 2004 reforms
are a great beginning in the advancement of Moroccan women’s
status, but certainly not the end.

Unfortunately though, a purely secular reform of Morocco’s
family law is not a realistic option. The state and the majority of
its citizens will continue to favor Shari’a, on which Morocco’s
cultural and social norms have been based for centuries, over
recent internationally recognized standards. Additionally, there
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Obstruction of Remembrance:
Memorialization in the Prijedor municipality

According to data published by Sarajevo-based Research and
Documentation Centre, in the publication “Human Losses 19911995”, 5209 citizens of Prijedor municipality were killed or
disappeared due to direct military actions in the period between
1991 and 1995. One hundred and two children of both sexes
and various ages were killed in the region. The youngest of
them was two-months old Velid Softić, and the oldest under 17
years. Most intense mass murders of children have occured in
the period of May 24 to August 6, 1992. This information is
publicly expressed on a regular basis by Fikret Bačić, a man
who has voluntarily undertaked the arduous task of representing
the parents of murdered children, and who initiated the idea of
building a monument to the killed children of Prijedor. Fikret
Bačić himself lost his two children, Nermin (6) and Nermina
(12). They were both killed in July 1992. However, Fikret
did not give in to the pain of a parent deprived of his greatest
treasure, but continuted his own battle, speaking out his idea of
errecting a memorial in remembrance of the 102 children killed
in Prijedor.
On that fateful day, in front of Fikret’s house a white sheet was
hung - non- Serb citizens were obliged by local authorities to
hang those on prominent places of their houses, and to wear
white armbands, exactly like Jews in Hitler’s Germany. After
soldiers came to their house, Nermin and Nermina were taken
outisde and killed along with 28 members of Fikret’s family. In
such circumstances one cannot speak of luck, but the fact that

he managed to run and hide under a horse cart made Fikret an
eyewitness of the massacre. He was the only one who survived.
Today, the white armband worn every year on the 31 May on
the sleeves of Fikret and likeminded individuals, during a walk
through the main street of Prijedor, represents the only symbolic
expression of memorialization of non-Serb suffering in Prijedor.
Every year on that day, this walk is completed by laying down
102 red and white roses in the city’s central square in a symbolic
circle that represents the absence of a monument to the murdered
children. Yet, it isn’t like there is no culture of memorialization
present in Prijedor at all. There is a monument in the city
center, dedicated to the fallen soldiers of the Army of Republika
Srpska. Including, amongst others, the name of Goran Borovica,
against whom the International Criminal Tribunal for Former
Yugoslavia issued a arrest warrant on charges of war crimes.
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However, for the killed children’s memorial, the local government
has no understanding, or better said, it has too pragmatic reasons to
politicize the process of memorialization through a one-sided view
of the events of the past. Memorialisation as reparation
According to United Nation’s General Assembly Resolution
60/147: Basic Principles and Guideline on the Right to a Remedy
and Reparations for Victims of Gross Violations of International
Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law, the symbolic satisfaction of victims is a form of
reparation. It is clear that the issue of memorialization process and of
keeping historical memory reaches beyond the scope of reparations
as a legal concept and mechanism of transitional justice. These
issues are of importance on a wider social plan, as they represent
an important segment of the process of fact-finding, protection of
democratic values and respect for human rights, building mutual
trust and confidence in government institutions, construction of
new and reconstruction of old social relations and reconciliation.
However, the content of this Resolution is essential, since it points to
the consensus of civilized societies on the importance of regulating
the issues of reparations and memorialization. According to Article
22 paragraph (g) of the aforementioned Resolution:
Satisfaction should include, where applicable, any or all of the
following: (...) g) Commemorations and tributes to the victims.
This Resolution emphasizes that the international community
expresses sympathy with the suffering of victims, survivors and
future generations, and confirms international law in this area. The
pronounced goals are protection, safety, physical and psychological
wellbeing and dignity of the victims.

The Comittee for Human Rights also notes in it’s General Comments
No. 31 that:
Where appropriate, reparation can involve restitution, rehabilitation
and measures of satisfaction, such as public apologies, public
memorials, guarantees of non-repetition and changes in relevant
laws and practices, as well as bringing to justice the perpetrators
of human rights violations.
The intention of the international community is based primarely
on the belief that victims must be treated with compassion and
respect for their dignity, and that their right to access to justice
and reparation should be fully respected. By adopting the victimoriented perspective, as highlighted in the Resolution, the
international community affirms its human solidarity for the victims
of international law violations, including violations of international
humanitarian law, as well as humanity in general. Analogously,
a deviation from these recommendations and principles emerges
as non-compliance with postulates of the civilized world, and as
blatant discrimination of victims. This is exactly what is happening
in Prijedor. The refusal of local authorities to act in accordance with
those very norms that every civilized society accepts as fully and
unambiguously understandable is the same narrative that served as
a base for war crimes and crimes against humanity. It is the same
narrative of the dehumanization of the Other. In order to overcome
this narrative, self-reflection on the individual level must be the
ultimate staring point, from which it will diffuse into institutional
response. It is this self-reflection that opens up the possibilty to
take the next step, towards instrumentalized mechanisms aimed
at overcoming denial and demonization, beyond the modes of
acitivities of the protagonists of denial. The successful utilization
of these mechanisms depends primarily on the willingness of both
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individuals and collectives to evaluate themselves, and accordingly
take steps towards opening up to each other. These mechanisms
must necessarily contain a series of measures to sanction behaviors
that are aimed at preventing memorialization and remembrance.
They must be such that the sanctioning acts primarily in a preventive
fashion, fairly distributed, without pandering imposed amnesia
embodied in prescriptive oblivion at any cost. The category of
oblivion in these relations means nothing else than obstructing
the means for creating a critical commemorative culture. The kind
of culture that will not perceive the victim as anything other but
emphatic, human beings with all their human attributes and rights.
The dehumanization that has began its flow in the early nineties,
and that as such continues to exist in today’s social relations can
be successfuly replaced only by that kind of culture. Culture of
remembrance, respect and self-esteem, but also of criticism and
self-criticism.
Nermin and Nermina Bačić would have been adults today. Maybe,
if things were different, they would walk with their kids today,
crossing that very square in Prijedor, telling them of a time gone by,
when people were angry at other people for no good reason, and their
little ones would find all that very hard to believe. Unfortunately,
they are not among us, but it is a goal to be pursued in their honor:
to see kids, finding stories of their parents virtually unbelievable.
And laying roses to a monument that reminds and admonishes.
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Incarcerated Democracy in the USA

In many states of the USA, former prisoners are being deprived
of their electoral rights. Felony disenfranchisement is always
a direct insult for any democratic system, however forbidding
even exfelons to vote as well, takes this insult one step further.
This outdated restriction not only trespasses the principles of the
universal suffrage, but it also affects the world politics, as the
president of the United States is a person of enormous power
worldwide.
To begin with, the incarcerated population of the USA is by far the
largest in the world. As a matter of fact, their numbers exceed that
of Russia, Saudi Arabia or North Korea. According to the online
edition of The Washington Post, by 2013 more than 2 million
people had been in state and federal custody. Combined with
aspects of a society deep rooted in racism, African-Americans
are being mostly affected by this unjust exclusion, due to the fact
that they constitute the majority of prisoners in the USA.

breeds a mentality of “become rich or die trying” and
generates criminal life.
Furthermore, a society that not only imprisons the population
that had turned to crime in order to survive, but also deprives
them of the opportunity to ameliorate their position, had entirely
lost its democratic essence. Voting rights exist in order to
provide people the power to create a country based on justice
and equality. They are the tools that can help citizens build and
maintain a common society.
If not all social groups have the equal amount of power in
voting, then both the election results and democracy are

It is a multi-level system of discrimination that exists even in
the cornerstone of the representative democracy: the elections.
Democracy means “power of the people”. In a country
where economically weak people are being excluded from
education and healthcare, criminality rises almost as a natural
phenomenon. When the structure of the society itself is based
upon an obsession with consumerism, excluding the poor
from even the most fundamental conveniences, it inevitably
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entirely plasmatic. Convicts, ex or not, are still American citizens.
Conviction cannot deprive a person of their inborn rights within a
community. As such, both felons and ex-felons cannot lose their
voting rights and there is no reasonable argument that could rectify
this truth. Voting is no longer a right only for the “white male
property owners”, but a fundamental right of all human entities
capable to make their own decisions. This means that restrictions
can no longer be imposed based on economical or social status
criteria.
In addition, the argumentation against ex-felons voting is even more
fragile. Former convicts are people who had already served their
sentence and, as such, they cannot be denied of their right to vote.
As a matter of fact, making this restriction imposes an indefinite
punishment on ex-felons, a measure which trespasses the principles
of any western legal system.
Citizen rights are universal and cannot be infringed. Governments
of the world should keep their hands off the electoral rights. We all
should raise the alarm and underline the fact that citizen and human
rights are not to be restricted by any government or legal system.
Without those principles, neither democracy, nor elections are of
any significance.
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Ruminations on a Pacific Atoll

Recently, I took three weeks off work to do some consulting
work for an international organisation in Kiribati. The Republic
of Kiribati has about 100,000 people scattered on 33 atolls and
a single island. It is one of the poorest countries in the world, a
consequence of being very isolated. On a world map, it appears
as a group of dots scattered across the huge Pacific ocean
between Australia and the United States. This group of ‘dots’
obtained its independence from the UK in 1979.
There is no real industry there (apart from large- scale fishing
for tuna and other commercial species by mostly foreign fishing
companies, under licence from the Government). Much of the
economy depends on remittances from i-Kiribati (as the locals
call themselves) working abroad or ‘subsistence’-based – people
eking a living off the land, growing coconuts and breadfruit
and harvesting fish and seafood from small fishing boats or off
the shore. It is a living snapshot of what we were before the
corporatisation and greed of the 80’s and 90’s set in, before
Thatcherism (“there is no society, there are only individuals”) and
Reaganomics, and before the Industrial Revolution. Perhaps even
before the Renaissance and mediaeval times. Most people live in
what we in ‘the West’ would describe as shanties and shacks built
from traditional materials such as weaved pandanus leaves and
palm-leaf thatching, or breeze blocks and corrugated iron.
On the Sunday after I arrived, I was struck by the beautiful singing
voices of the i-Kiribati, which you can hear from the many
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churches. The boys and girls sang casually and danced in public,
while practising for the annual Independence Day celebrations. I
was also humbled by how the i-Kiribati dealt with things that we
in the West currently grapple with: foreigners, refugees, an ageing
population, climate change and resource use:

Visitors and foreigners

The i–Kiribati’s long tradition of putting on a feast, dances and
singing for the visitors, and garlanding them with a crown of threaded
fresh flowers is very much well and alive today. The foreigner is
always treated with respect and politeness, not only in ceremonies,
but in daily life. When boarding the minivan buses around the main
island (South Tarawa) every day, my fellow visitors and I were
touched by how everyone in the bus unfailingly made way for us.
Many a passenger hastened to sit on another passenger’s lap and
insisted that we sit on the just- vacated seats. It did not matter that
we were paying exactly the same bus fare as the locals (the princely
sum of one Australian dollar); it did not matter that we had nothing
to offer them by way of material wealth; all that mattered was that
we were visitors. They were also exceptionally polite to us.

As development workers and consultants, it made us feel very
welcome and we went the extra mile to contribute whatever
skills and expertise we had. It did not seem right to do the bare
minimum, when everyone else went out of their way to make us
feel comfortable in what was a very foreign and (to us) strange
place. In the event, I worked weekends and nights, just to ensure
that my local counterparts got the maximum help I could give them
with their project objectives. Right-wing parties, wall-builders, and
anti- immigrant movements in the West, take note. You get out of
foreigners and immigrants what you put into them.

Respect your elders

From rap music to numerous Youtubers who swear endlessly to their
easily- influenced followers all over the world (yes, my children
are sadly consumer/victims), we are bombarded by messages
of hate, violence and cynicism every day in the West. Luckily
internet connections are patchy and eyewateringly expensive in
Kiribati, even in South Tarawa. English is taught and understood,
but primary schooling is in the native Kiribati language, which
bears no resemblance to English. The hit dance song that everyone
bopped to in South Tarawa is a song called Maiana, which is a very
nice little island some way north of Tarawa. But here’s the rub: it’s
a song about respecting your elders. Long may the internet stay
patchy in Kiribati, and I almost wish that the English teachers don’t
turn up for work in Kiribati.

Bridges not walls

South Tarawa is not actually an island, but a collection of atolls
stitched together with causeways. Shops, facilities and Ministries
are located on different atolls, so these causeways and the one main
road that runs through them are essential for communication (unless
you want to jump on an outrigger canoe 6 times a day, or wade in
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shallow water at low tide). Each atoll has a village, and technically,
a village could make life difficult for other villages (ruffians or
‘rascals’ could block the road with rocks if they were so minded,
and extract a fee to pass through, as they do in Papua New Guinea)
but no one ever does. The good of all is considered the good of one.
Bridges rulz …. Donald Trump take note. Hungary take note.

When under pressure, help other places prosper

South Tarawa has an overpopulation problem. Some parts of it are
denser than Tokyo. Its atolls are narrow and hemmed in by ocean
on one side, and the lagoon on the other side. My 12-year old son
could sprint from
one side to the other
in 12 seconds in
most places.
A small proportion
of Outer Islanders
who move to South
Tarawa are “climate
refugees” as it is
becoming more and
more difficult to
obtain fresh water,
grow crops and eke
out a living in the
Outer Islands. The
climate has become
dryer and hotter in
the dry season, due
to global warming.
In the three weeks I
was there, it rained

only twice, and the rest of the time it was blazing hot (32 degrees or
more) and boneparching dry, as the sun was unrelentingly reflected
off the white coral sands that covered most of South Tarawa.
But mostly, they are “economic refugees” who crowd South Tarawa
because jobs and schools are better there. South Tarawa is a victim
of its own success: there are massive sanitation problems and the
lagoon is polluted.
The newly-elected Government of Kiribati recently announced
that it would pay 2 Australian dollars for each kg of copra (dried
coconut) supplied to it: 1 dollar above world market price. The
extra dollar made it viable for Outer Islanders to return, and save
money for school fees, fuel and food. Sure enough, soon after the
policy was announced, the Outer Islanders drifted back home.
This subsidy is loss-making and went against orthodox economic
theory and the advice given by aid agencies. But it beats building
walls to keep people out, or sending navy frigates and gunboats
out into the sea to keep immigrants out. Or doing deals with dodgy
pseudodemocracies to send people to whichever hellish refugee
camp, war-stricken country, or nightmarish dictatorship they were
desperately risking their lives to escape from.

Conserve nature, even in adversity

The former President of Kiribati Anote Tong put Kiribati on the
map, as one of the first countries likely to be submerged as the sea
level rises with global warming and climate change. No point in
these atolls is higher than about 2 metres from sea level. It has been
predicted that by 2050 more than half the arable land in Kiribati
would be covered by seawater, and no longer be arable, with the
result that the atolls would not be able to sustain its population. On
South Tarawa, when the king tides hit two years ago, many bores
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were flooded with salt water and the water became undrinkable.
The irony is that Kiribati, with its subsistence economy, is one of
the lowest net contributor of greenhouse gases in the world.
Kiribati has approached Australia and New Zealand to take in its
population if and when this occurs. In the meantime, Kiribati has
purchased a massive block of land in Fiji, where, if the worst were
to happen, the i-Kiribati could relocate.
You would think that the i-Kiribati would be busy harvesting and
selling out its fish-stocks, and anything else it can lay its hands
on, before their atolls become submerged - ‘assetstripping’ them.
Far from it. In 2006, their President declared the Phoenix Islands
Protected Area, one of the largest Marine Protected Areas in the
world, where no fishing would be allowed in perpetuity (followed
by legal designation in 2008). One of the poorest countries in the
world is doing its bit for conservation, while we in the West, China
and India dither over coal extraction and use, and our corporations
fend off carbon taxes and other moves towards renewable and
sustainable energy, saying: “We can’t afford it”!

used to it as that’s just how things are, I grew up there, so I know
that’s how it is.”
Of course, even in the Garden of Eden there are problems. Litter
is a huge problem, as people who used to biodegradable material
(e.g. coconuts) are confronted with endless plastic waste from
packaging. Or maybe in the state of nature, we are naturally messy
creatures (anyone seen a teenager’s room lately?), and it takes a
special kind of conditioning and self-discipline not to litter?
Like everywhere else in the world, substance abuse is a problem.
When I visited the Attorney-General’s Chambers I was informed
that Kiribati had its fair share of violent crime, mostly after sessions
of heavy drinking. An acquaintance also cynically told me that
the reason women were heads of most Government Ministries in
Kiribati, was that the men were too numbed and paralytic from allnight sessions of drinking kava 1 at kava bars scattered throughout
South Tarawa to go to work the following day! Kava is a sedimented

Share what you have - we are all one

My colleague in the Ministry of Education explained to me that
as she was about to go to a conference abroad, her mother called
from Maiana, and asked her to buy mobile phones for two other
residents. I assumed that they would pay for it, but she explained
that it was part of the Bubuti system, which basically means that
you can ask for and get what your neighbour has, almost as of right.
What’s mine is yours and what’s yours is mine. I asked her if she
minded that she worked in a 9 to 5 job while people who did not
work in a job could simply ask her to buy things for them without
recompense. She laughed as if it was a very strange question. “I’m
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minty drink used ceremonially in Fiji. It is traditionally drunk by
cane- cutters, and was temporarily banned by the EU in 2002.
Interestingly, campaign finance is also a problem in Kiribati.
Kiribati does not have a TV station, so unlike the US and many
other countries elections do not need to be funded by multimillionaire donors. But sadly the i-Kiribati found kava and, being
open to innovation as most maritime people are, have taken to it
like ducks to water. I was told that it is impossible these days to
get elected unless one spends thousands of dollars holding kava
parties and giving away tonnes of kava. And ultimately ending up
with a huge debt by the time one gets into office, which will have
to be paid off one way or another. What happens when huge debts
meet the temptations of political office? Who needs Wall Street and
Goldman Sachs when you have kava?

As I journeyed home from my sojourn in Kiribati, I realised that
I had caught a glimpse of a different world. A world I did not and
probably never would completely understand. I have not wrapped
my head around all the things that inspired me: why the i-Kiribati
are polite and hospitable to foreigners, despite being inundated by
consultants. And how a Government can provide a loss-making
subsidy without feeling the pain at every turn. I do not understand
how the Bubuti system works and am overwhelmed by the potential
difficulties of keeping an account of how much one gives, and how
much one gets in return. But perhaps if I just stop walking around
with a calculator in my head, and learn to laugh, sing harmoniously
and dance without restraint, I would begin to understand what it
means to be truly human.

The sad part of course is that the world has known
that campaign finance is a problem at least 30 years
ago.2 But efforts have only been made recently to
begin to address it. If it were a trade agreement or
access-to-market agreement, it would have been
fixed 25 years ago. As a governance problem,
countries and politicians never saw fit to put
serious money or serious effort into addressing
it. Sadly the world we live in does not turn on the
axis of human rights or democratic governance; it
spins on the axis of trade, investment, corporate
profits and the illusion of perpetual material and
financial growth.
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RIGHT
A poem

RIGHT!
How beautiful you are to say!
You’re great and noble to read!
Short and simple word writing
Right
You make think of good and sweet things;
RIGHT !
The cause of all motion,
Any upheaval,
But also
Any development!
Of the bourgeoisie to the proletarian class,
Employers to workers,
From the employer to the employee
We claims and claims;

A then when the fullness of the law in this world?
This right as desired and expected,
Who could we give here below
This right we offer without sacrifice?
But the key is education law;
Then read and seek knowledge;
You will find then the law,
But are we entitled to ask
How to learn
In its abandoned hut
In classrooms without teachers,
In an education system dictated by the master of yesterday,
With a political class serving tyrants of yesterday,
With a people without a conscience of his unconsciousness.
Without knowledge of his science?

Men,
Women and children of the world,
Proclaim chanting
Our rights!
Our rights!
Our rights!
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Want To Help?
Useful links

Questions about volunteering on Lesvos?

Visit http://www.lesvol.info/
This includes links to key information, and guidelines for all
members.
The purpose of this forum is to support independent volunteers
and grassroots projects working in Lesvos. Please share the
latest news from the ground, where volunteers or aid is needed
and any relevant information affecting refugees in this region.

INFO POINT GROUPS
Our group has expanded and we are now covering different
regions, please visit the following links for more information:

IDOMENI: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/228469170832717/?fref=ts
ATHENS: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/204202716585823/?fref=ts

TURKEY: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/179589092412407/?fref=ts

Thank you for all your support.
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Dear activist/friend, CRW member, scholar, student, citizens of the world.
In CRW, we are focusing our work on online activism, using all the existing tools for online human rights advocacy, and working
in developing new ways to advocate for human rights.

Citizens Rights
Watch:
“The Citizens
Voices”
Newsletter

One of the most important tools for online activism is publishing andspreading of information, as well as uncovering injustices and
human rights violations that the mainstream media would not talk about.
Part of this mandate is our newsletter. A triennial publication in the form of an online magazine dedicated in human rights, titled:
“Citizens Voices”.
This magazine was first published in 2015, and as time passes we aimin improving its content,reach, and utility. Through this
publication we offer a platform where everyone can raise her/his voice against injustices, and advocate for human rights.
You can become a human rights defender and activist, by contributing to our work by writing an article on human rights.
• We call everyone with relevant experience or a keen interest on human rights to write for our next Newsletter.
• We encourage articles by volunteers, activists, academics, students, & NGOs.
• Authors are free to choose their topic -Write about any human rights issue you would
like to discuss, address or raise awareness about.
• Articles should be between 1000-1500 wordsbut submissions of any length will be
considered for our website and other online publications.
• All submissions must be original, and exclusive to Citizens Rights Watch (CRW).
• We will not consider articles that have already been published (in print or online).
• CRW also accepts letters for publication,including citizens’ complaints.
• Letters should preferably be between 250-500 words.
• For further inquiries please contact: newsletter@citizensrw.org
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Who we are
Citizens’Rights Watch (CRW)is an international human rights’ NGO, working for human rights through online activism. We
focus on raising awareness of human rights issues, through the monitoring, research and analysis of human rights, in respect to
democracy and the rule of law in both the national and international levels.
Our work is utilizing technology in order to raise human rights awareness, monitor governments through the input of citizens,
using the tool of political naming and shaming to push governments to act against injustices, mobilizing the people and the
international community, elevating the local into the global through our interconnectedness, promoting spontaneous collective
political and social action leading to the improvement ofhuman rights and citizens’ life quality, in order to end injustices and human
rights abuses.

Our mission
Our Mission is to give voice to citizens’ demands for basic human rights, monitor governments’ compliance to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) with focus on Economicand Social rights of every UN member state’s citizen and contribute
to the progressive realization of human rights around the world.

Article submission deadlines
The deadline for submitting an article is the:
a)15th of March;
b)15th of July;
c)15th of November;of each year.
You are free to submit an article, at any time, but according to these deadlines, your article will be considered for the next possible
publication depending on the submission date.
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Article submission guidelines
• The topic of your article should have human rights relevance. You are free to choose any topic that you wish to raise awareness about.
• The article should be in English.
• WORD LIMIT: The article should be no less than 1000 words, and not more than1500 words.You can use the word office tool:
wordcount, to make sure you are within these limits.
• You are required to submit your article in a word document file, with the title of your article on the top of the text. (The file
name should be your surname).
• Acceptable file types are: .doc , .pdf
• Avoid footnotes. But if you must use endnotes. We prefer hyper-links on the text for your references.
• Also, make sure to add 3-5 keywords,under your title, indicating what the article is about.
• Under the title, you should add your name, email,and a very short bio 30-50 words max (or just your professional title). We
will use these details in the publication, so please make sure you spell everything correctly.
• Please note that you grant CRW the right to publish your article for non-profit reasons.
• Layout:You are free to use any font, layout, or paragraph layout. But we suggest you use: Font should be 12-point Arial,
including endnotes.Please do not insert linebreaks in the text or special spacing for formatting. Please do not use footnotes,
only endnotes. Feel free to use hyperlinks, and website addresses.
• In case you use photos, make sure you have the right to do so according to the copyright rules.
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WORK
WITH US:

Open Call for Applications: Campaign Coordinator
For Citizens Rights Watch (Voluntary (6/12 months)

Citizens Rights Watch is a new human rights NGO, working to end human rights abuses. We are still in the process of building up
our frame of workings, and we need campaign coordinators, for our online campaigns. This is a voluntary position that can be 6
months or 1 year long, depending on our agreement. The campaigns that we work on initiating are the following:
1. Counter-terrorism;
2. Enforced disappearances;
3. Police brutality;
4. Individuals in danger;
5. Human Trafficking;
6. Torture;
7. Refugees;

8. LGBTI;
9. Women;
10. Children;
11. Fair trial;
12. Acid attacks;
13. Palestine;
14. Climate justice;

Write an article on a human rights
issue and email it to us at:
newsletter@citizensrw.org
*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or
opinion, for the next newsletter, is the 15th of March 2017. Thank you!
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Citizens Rights
Watch Partners
We support & collaborate with the following NGOs,
and we are open to collaborations with any human
rights organization. In solidarity!

Write an article on a human rights
issue and email it to us at:
newsletter@citizensrw.org
*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or opinion, for the next newsletter, is the 15th of March 2017. Thank you!
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