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EDITORIAL

Razan was a first responder at the "Great
March of Return" that resulted in the 2018
Gaza border protests. On the 1st of June 2018
while wearing her clearly identifiable white
medics uniform with her hands raised in the
air as a sign that she was unarmed, Razan ran
towards an injured Palestinian protester in
order to provide treatment and help, but she
only got as far as 100 meters away from the
border before she was fatally shot by an Israeli
sniper on the other side of the wall.

Dr. Zoi Aliozi
CRW S/G

You are reading the 10th edition of Citizens
Voices. Citizens Voices is an online human
rights magazine, which serves as a platform for
raising human rights awareness.

#Israel #Palestine #Gaza #GreatMarchOfReturn
#GazaProtests #USEmbassyJerusalem

Every citizen around the world can become a
human rights defender by simply raising their
voice against injustice.
In this edition of Citizens Voices you can find
articles written by experienced human rights
activists, or you can read the first attempt by
concerned citizens to highlight human rights
issues that are close to their heart.
These last days of spring the international
community has done little to protect the
tortured people of Gaza during the 2018
Gaza border protests. We have witnessed the
barbaric attack to protesting civilians by the
occupying Israeli army leading to the death
of dozens of protesters. There was one photo
collage that I need to share with you that
speaks volumes. The 2 photos next to each
other were taken at the same time and the
location was not that far away. The one photo
shows wounded protesters in a war-like scene,
while the other shows privileged rich people
smiling and enjoying the opening of the US
embassy in Jerusalem. I will let you draw your
own conclusions:
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On the 1st of June 2018, the world has done
little to protect a young woman full of dreams
and capabilities named Razan al-Najar.
Razan Ashraf Abdul Qadir al-Najjar
(11 September 1996 – 1 June 2018), the
eldest of six children born to Ashraf al-Najjar
(b.1974), was a Palestinian nurse volunteering
in the Gaza health ministry. She was a resident
of Khuzaa, a village near the border with Israel.
She was fatally shot in the chest by Israeli
soldiers as she tried to help evacuate wounded
near Israel's border fence with Gaza.
Her formal training after volunteering was as
a paramedic in Khan Younis at Nasser hospital
and she became an active member of the
Palestinian Medical Relief Society, a
non-governmental health organization.

She was 21 years old at the time of her death.
Iyad Abuheweila, a journalist, interviewed her
during the protests. Ms. Najjar was a fixture
at the Khan Younis camp and spoke about her
role at the fence, relishing in the idea that a
woman could brave the dangers.[12]
“In our society women are often judged,” she
said. “But society has to accept us. If they don’t
want to accept us by choice, they will be forced
to accept us because we have more strength
than any man.
“The strength that I showed the first day of
the protests, I dare you to find it in anyone
else.” Thousands of Gaza's attended her
funeral along with hundreds of medical
personnel, with her body being wrapped in a
Palestinian flag.
Rest in Power Razan.
We honor your greatness and sacrifice for
freedom and justice.
We express our deepest condolences to her
family and to all Palestine for losing a gifted
child. In honor of her sacrifice and unjust early
death we are dedicating our cover page to her,
and we promise that her voice has not been
silenced, but multiplied through the voices of
activists all around the world!

Rest in peace Razan al-Najar.
We invite all of you to join forces with us in
our fight for equality, justice, and positive
social change. No matter where your location
is, or your background and experience, you
can put an end to human rights violations
through collective action and by holding your
governments accountable.
The digital world, and the revolution in
communications through the INTERNET,
is giving us an unprecedented opportunity
to connect with people that believe in justice,
equality, and freedom for all. Most importantly,
INTERNET, gives us the chance to make a
difference in the decision making groups, by
pushing for change. Never before the impact
of petitions, or of letters had this kind of
efficiency, by using so little resources, inexistent
budgets, and little need for expertise or
specific skilled team-members. Now 1 person
can deliver professional campaigns that can
translate into changing our world.
You can fulfil the promise that being a citizen
entails by becoming an activist citizen. For
example you can start your own campaign,
petition, or write a simple letter that through
the power of sharing online, can reach all the
right people in the right places, with the result
of actually bringing positive social change.
Technology is changing our world, and we
are called to use this opportunity for positive
social change. Governments, must ensure open
access to information, and net neutrality. As
for example the government of India worked
in opening up access to the internet – to
all 1 billion of its population, by supporting
the creation of a cheap tablet which will be
accessible by anyone, in order to boost internet
access in under-privileged areas.
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The digital divide in India according to
the World Economic Forum is as follows:
82% of the population ha no access to the
internet; only 1.2% of the population has fixed
broadband; 5.5% has mobile broadband; and
12% of households own a personal computer.

rights monitoring, and in raising awareness
much easier and more effective.
Citizens Voices is a human rights e-magazine.
It serves as a tool for human rights advocacy,
and its main purpose is to raise awareness

JOIN US! OUR VOICES UNITED
BECOME STRONGER
Want to become our human rights activist?
Sign up on our website www.citizensrw.org
Want to write an article for our next newsletter?
Email us at newsletter@citizensrw.org

It is interesting and relevant to note the
discussions about the digital divide. This refers
to an economic and social inequality with
regard to access to, use of, or impact of
information and communication technologies
(ICT). Factors causing the divide can vary
depending on the country and culture.
For example, as soon as an individual is
connected to the INTERNET, has an
unprecedented open online access to resources
and infrastructure. What that means is, that
this individual is capable of becoming a
"digital citizen",¹ with a voice that can be heard.

about human rights issues that are neglected
by the mainstream media. It offers a platform
to human rights activists for highlighting
rights violations, inform the public about
urgent human rights issues, mobilize civil
society, and push governments into keeping
their promises for human rights protection, by
monitoring their human rights policies.
Join us in our work for human rights and
become a citizen activist.
In solidarity,

What we do here in CRW, is to advocate for
human rights through a citizens rights prism.
We aim into employing digital tools in raising
human rights awareness, which fortunately
have little cost, and demand less time to
function in reaching our goals.

Z.A.

When there are no tools available, we work
in creating these tools, like for example by
creating our digital mobile app, which can
make the involvement of citizens in human

1 Mossberger, Karen; Tolbert, Carolina J.; Gilbert,
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Want to initiate a campaign?
Contact us at info@citizensrw.org
Want to apply for an internship?
Apply at internships@citizensrw.org
Are you an NGO and want to collaborate with us?
Contact us at zoi@citizensrw.org

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT
AND HELP!
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CRW OVERVIEW

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) :
Ebola Outbreak

Athanasia Zagorianou

CRW researcher & content editor of “Citizens Voices”

Israel - Palestine: Gaza Violence
Earlier in May, extreme violence was erupted
in Gaza strip with Israeli army opening fire
against Palestinian protesters taking part in a 6
week long series of protests that meant to last
from Land day (30 March) to Nakba day (15
May). Palestinian protesters took the streets
asking for the safe return of Palestinian refugees
who were displaced, protesting the Gaza strip’s
blockade, the opening of the United States
Embassy in Jerusalem and commemorating the
displacement of Palestinians when Israel was
established in 1948. "How many Palestinians
have to die before you take action?” said
Palestinian UN ambassador Riyad Mansour
at an UN Security Council meeting that was
held urgently after the events (as cited in BBC,
2018). Violence during protests left more than
100 Palestinians dead and thousands injured,
marking the most violent and deadliest day
since the 2014 Israel–Gaza conflict and raising
international concerns over the use of excessive
violence (OCHA, 2018).
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Republic of Ireland: Women’s Rights Victory
On May 25th, 2018 the Irish referendum
resulted in repealing the Eighth Amendment
of the Constitution Act 1983 and overturning
current abortion prohibitions in the Republic
of Ireland. With an overwhelming majority
of 66.4% the Republic of Ireland voted
against current prohibition laws that were
allowing abortion only when a woman’s life
was at risk, excluding cases of rape, incest
and fatal fetal abnormalities (Henley, 2018).
Abortion has been illegal in Ireland since
1861 under the Offences against the Person
Act and the referendum result marks a historic
win for women’s reproductive rights. Even
though the UK has legalised abortions since
the introduction of the Abortion Act 1967,
abortions continue to be illegal in Northern
Ireland turning the attention to UK Prime
Minister Theresa May to reform such laws for
the protection of women (Clarke, 2018).

More than twenty people have lost their lives
to Ebola in a recent outbreak of the disease
in the the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC). The World Health Organisation
(WHO) warns for its spreading noting that it
is at an “epidemiological knife-edge” and calls
for the international community’s support.
During its last outbreak in 2014 in West
Africa, more than 10.000 people lost their
lives to the disease and double that number of
Ebola cases was reported (UN, 2018). Robust
efforts are being made to fight spreading and
according to the UN “WHO has shipped
more than 7,500 vaccinations to DRC” to
respond to Ebola. "I just spent the day out
with the vaccination teams in the community,
and for the first time in my experience, I saw
hope in the face of Ebola and not terror. This
is a major milestone for global public health"
said Dr Michael Ryan, WHO Assistant
Director-General, Emergency Preparedness
and Response (WHO, 2018).

Rohingyas have been residing in the Rakhine
state, Western of Myanmar, for generations,
they have been denied their rights and
Myanmar citizenship, facing constant physical
and sexual violence, discrimination and
persecution. “The two words that echoed
across every account I heard were ‘slaughter’
and ‘rape’.” said Pramila Patten, UN Special
Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict
who visited Bangladesh to meet Rohingya
refugees in November (UN, 2018). A recent
UN report on conflict-related sexual violence
reveals the horror and the extensive violence
that Rohingya people face putting women
at the centre of this violence. According to
the UN “the displaced population includes
an estimated 40,000 pregnant women
[...] An unknown but significant share of
these pregnancies [...] resulted from rapes
committed by members of the Myanmar army
and allied militants”.
Sources:
BBC (2018) Gaza violence: Israelis and Palestinians in

fierce exchanges at UN. Retrieved from :http://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/world-middle-east-44131466

Clarke, H. (2018) Irish abortion vote puts pressure on UK
government. CNN. Retrieved from: https://edition.cnn.

com/2018/05/28/europe/northern-ireland-abortion-intl/
index.html

Henley, J. (2018) Irish abortion referendum: yes wins with

Myanmar: Rohingya Women at the Centre
of Violence.
Rohingya people have been a target of
discrimination and enormous human rights
violations by Myanmar for years. Since
the latest violent events in August 2017,
more than half a million people have fled
to Bangladesh (UN, 2018). Even though

66.4% – as it happened. The Guardian. Retrieved from:

https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2018/may/26/
irish-abortion-referendum-result-count-begins-live

OCHA (2018) 56 Palestinians reported injured during
demonstrations in Gaza on first Friday of Ramadan.

Retrieved from: https://www.ochaopt.org/content/56-

palestinians-reported-injured-during-demonstrations-gazafirst-friday-ramadan
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Serhan, Y. (2018) Ireland Repealed Its Abortion Ban.
Is Northern Ireland Next? The Atlantic. Retrieved

GUN CONTROL

from: https://www.theatlantic.com/international/

archive/2018/05/northern-ireland-abortion-ban/561383/
Sommerlad, J. (2018) Nakba Day: What is the 'Day of

Catastrophe' observed by Palestinians and why do marchers

Dervla Potter

CRW's human rights activist and editor

wave keys? Independent. Retrieved from: https://www.

independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/nakba-day-

catastrophe-palestinians-israel-benjamin-netanyahu-gazawest-bank-hamas-a8346156.html

UN News (2018) Avoid further bloodshed, UN chief

urges, as Gaza violence leaves dozens dead. Retrieved from:
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1009662

UN News (2018) Death of Ebola patients who fled DRC

hospital highlights dangers: WHO. Retrieved from: https://
news.un.org/en/story/2018/05/1010671

UN News (2018) Dozens of Rohingya births represent
legacy of sexual violence. Retrieved from: https://news.
un.org/en/audio/2018/05/1010172

UN News (2018) DR Congo Ebola outbreak not yet a

global ‘health emergency’, but strong response to disease
vital – UN health experts. Retrieved from: https://news.
un.org/en/story/2018/05/1010152

UN News (2018) Ebola outbreak puts DR Congo on an

‘epidemiological knife-edge’. Retrieved from:https://news.
un.org/en/story/2018/05/1010452

UN News (2018) For Rohingya refugees, imminent

surge in births is traumatic legacy of sexual violence -

special report. Retrieved from: https://news.un.org/en/
story/2018/05/1009372

WHO (2018) Ebola vaccine provides protection and hope
for high-risk communities in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. Retrieved from: http://www.who.int/

news-room/feature-stories/detail/ebola-vaccine-providesprotection-and-hope-for-high-risk-communities-in-thedemocratic-republic-of-the-congo
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The month of march saw a wave of new
protests take over American streets in
response to yet another school shooting; this
time in Parkland, Florida where seventeen
were left dead and American students
fearful of attending school. The March for
our Lives embodied itself in cities across
the United States, with many sister marches
held worldwide. The March’s mission
statement reads:
“Not one more. We cannot allow one more
child to be shot at school. We cannot allow
one more teacher to make a choice to jump in
front of a firing assault rifle to save the lives of
students. We cannot allow one more family to
wait for a call or text that never comes. Our
schools are unsafe. Our children and teachers
are dying. We must make it our top priority to
save these lives”.
The reality of this situation is extremely
clear: gun control must cease to be a topic
of debate and must instead become a feature
of legislation in America. Kickstarted by the
#NeverAgain movement, conversations on
gun violence and gun control are all pointing
in the same direction: for United States
leadership to live up to its international
obligations to protect its citizens from the
horrifyingly commonplace but preventable
violent attacks that are the direct result

of insufficient gun control. Gun violence
has become a man-made epidemic that is
inhibiting and destroying the human rights
of American citizens. The right to life, safety,
security and to live without fear are threatened
by the governments inaction on this issue.
The flimsy gun laws that exist within the
legislative framework of the United States
fuel this epidemic. The current laws are
inconsistent and weak; federal, state and local
governments are not meeting their obligations
to protect their citizens. There is no rational
justification for the ease of purchase of
firearms in spite of what should be considered
red markers such as prior criminal convictions,
background checks, drug use and history of
violence or mental illness.
But guns make society safer?
Irresponsible pro-gun propaganda
suggests that firearms make society safer,
when all evidence points to the contrary.
Amnesty International consider gun violence
in American society to be a human rights
crisis, where more than 30,000 men, women
and children are killed by guns each year.
Gun lobbyists assert that crime is deterred
when more law-abiding citizens carry guns,
however in actuality, David Hemenway, an
expert on the public health impact of gun
violence and director of the Harvard Injury
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Control Research Center states that research
has not uncovered a direct cause-and-effect
relationship between the prevalence of guns
and the U.S crime rate. However, he noted,
the presence of guns does make crimes more
violent. “What guns do is make hostile
interactions- robberies, assaults- much more
deadly”, he said. In a report carried out by the
office of the High Commissioner of Human
Rights, it stated that women and children are
frequently found to be the victims of fire-arm
related violence including through the use of
guns to commit rape and other sexual violence,
abduction, assault and domestic violence. The
protection of human rights must be central
to the development of laws and regulations
regarding the availability, transfer and use

of firearms. UN and regional human rights
experts have long recommended that firearm
control measures must include adequate
background check systems, the periodic
review of licences, clear gun removal policies
when intervening in domestic violence cases,
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mandatory training and the criminalisation of
illegal sale of firearms among a few.
What does human rights law say about gun
control?
The American constitution contains a
right to “keep and bear arms” that since
the Heller Supreme court case in 2008,
has been interpreted as an individual right
that can overcome legislative gun bans. This
provision in domestic law is welcomed by
opponents of gun control. According to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), human rights “derive from
the inherent dignity of the human person”
and are aimed at achieving “freedom from
fear and want”. Human rights law can
therefore be interpreted as pro-gun control.
Gun ownership is not a human right, it is
something else. What America calls “bearing
arms” is a privilege. And privileges depend
on meeting reasonable standards of care and
respect for others’ right to life. This rhetoric
of gun ownership being a human right and
that by putting checks on ownership to
curtail some of its worst abuses is a denial
of this right is an interesting argument. Our
society is becoming increasingly aware and
sensitive to human rights and suggesting that
something is an inalienable entitlement makes
it seem ironclad. Despite the section of the
American constitution referencing owning
firearms, in the human rights world this does
not constitute a fundamental right and has
no standing.
Human rights take into account who we are
as human beings and what are basic needs are
such as housing, healthcare, food, water etc.
The things that are critical to our survival. The
things that society are supposed to guarantee
to us because we are members of that society
such as access to reproductive health care and

free participation regardless of face, religion,
ethnicity, gender, sexuality or disability all
constitute what a human right is.
The “right” to gun control just aims to water
down the notion and idea of human rights
that holds our society up, it is mostly there for
arguments sake. Human rights law will always
favour what makes our society safer and what
best respects the existing human rights set out
in regional and international instruments that
protect human rights.
What happens next?
The March for Our Lives Movement is the
culmination of the anger and resentment that
has overcome the American public in relation
to the governments inaction of more robust
regulation. It took over social media platforms
and created a worldwide conversation on
how to create change. Now the movement
is focusing on turning the student activists
talking points into reality.

March for Our Lives organisers are calling
on supporters to register to vote and educate
themselves on issues to better cast their vote
in upcoming elections. Stoneman Douglas
student David Hogg, one of the movements
key organisers is urging Americans to vote for
politicians who support gun control measures.
In addition to increasing voter registration,
March for Our Lives would like to see a
ban on high capacity magazines and assault
weapons as well as the implementation of
universal background checks, according to
its website. Digitisation of gun sales records
and making local projects in conjunction
with Town Halls are also plans that the
organisation want to implement. For more
information on the future plans of March for
Our Lives or information on gun control visit
their website at https://marchforourlives.com/
how-we-save-lives/
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CRAFTING RESISTANCE: PRESERVING
AND EXHIBITING THE LEGACY OF HUMAN
RIGHTS RESISTANCE THROUGH THE ART
OF CHILEAN POLITICAL PRISONERS.
Paul V. Dudman

Archivist at the University of East London,
Convenor of the Oral History Society Migration Special Interest Group

Archives might not be seen traditionally as
being on the frontline of the fight for human
rights, equality and justice. However, many of
the struggles for social, economic and political
rights and claims for justice following human
rights abuses are documented and brought to
light through the material records that survive.
Archives in their very essence provide sources
of evidence – first hand narratives which open
a window to the past and which present the
archival investigator with an insight into the
first-hand narratives of the past. But how
reliable are these archives and the narratives
they contain? Do the archival collections that
survive to the researcher of today present
a full, unbiased account of the past, or are
they equally open to the vagaries of bias
and selective record keeping; falsification
and exclusion? Archives pride themselves as
the evidentiary standard bearer of historical
memory and truth, but how can we be sure
that the “archive” is providing the narrative
of events, especially in cases of human rights
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violations by the state? Archives are home to
a multitude of interacting stories, narratives
and testimonies. Some rise to the surface
easily, others are hidden. Working with textual
archives invites the user to engage with issues
of objectivity and bias when considering a
document as an evidentiary source.
“Text is always biased, always limited and
always deceptive.” (Prescott, 2008, p.33)
It was with that in mind that we became very
intrigued by an approach from an academic
colleague at Birkbeck University as to
whether we might be interested in hosting
on exhibition of artwork and artefacts from
Chile. Entitled “Crafting Resistance: The Art
of Chilean Political Prisoners,” the proposed
exhibition had initially been showcased at
the University of Warwick and the curators
were looking for an opportunity to display
the materials in London. The exhibition
brought together hand-crafted items
created by individual Chileans during their

incarceration as political prisoners, becoming
a form of resistance to their imprisonment
by the military regime. We were curious
to learn more as we held materials in the
Refugee Council Archive which recorded the
organisation’s work with Chilean refugees in
the UK and which also explored the human
rights abuses being undertaken in Chile,
but we lacked the personal expressions and
narratives of the individual lived experience
of Chileans caught up in the dictatorship.
The exhibition therefore provided a unique
opportunity to bring together the archival
record of human rights abuses with the very
personal artworks of those who had been
detained by the Chilean regime, thereby given
an opportunity to personalise the narrative
and to honour their stories.
The period of military dictatorship in Chile
began with coup d’état on the 11th September,

1973 which saw the ruling democratically
elected Socialist government of Salvador
Allende replaced by a new ruling military
junta under General Augusto Pinochet.
This new military regime was soon to
become mired in systematic human rights
violations through the country including
the repression of political parties and the
persecution of dissidents of the new regime.
Estimated figures for this period suggest that
several thousand Chileans were left missing
or dead during the junta’s 27-year rule and
that several hundred thousand Chileans
were forced into exile abroad. The use of
detention centres across the country became
commonplace combined with a significant
number of forced disappearances which
continued right through to the fall of the
Pinochet regime following his defeat in the
1998 Plebiscite and the return to democratic
government in Chile in 1990. Over the
following years, there were many attempts to
bring Augusto Pinochet to trial for the alleged
war crimes he had personally overseen which
lead to an infamous period of house arrest
in the UK in October 1998, with a view that
he would be extradited to face human rights
charges in Spain. This represented the first
occasion in legal history that a former head of
government had been arrested on the principle
of universal jurisdiction. However, Pinochet’s
house arrest only resulted in an 18 month
judicial battle in the UK before Pinochet
was eventually released on medical grounds
by the then Home Secretary, Jack Straw.
Further attempts to try Pinochet occurred
after his subsequent return to Chile in 2000
but he eventually passed away in December
2006, without ever facing trial for any of the
crimes for which he has been accused.
The University of East London (UEL)
Archive is home to several important archival
collections incorporating the Archive of

15

the Refugee Council; Council for At-Risk
Academics archive and related archival
materials documenting refugee, migration
and human rights issues. During the Chilean
dictatorship, the British Council for Aid
to Refugees (BCAR), an organisation
which was later to merge with the Standing
Conference on Refugees to form the British
Refugee Council, had been one of the lead
organisations who responded to the urgent
need to help resettle Chilean refugees who
had sought exile in the UK. In partnership
with the British Government and the charity
Christian Aid, BCAR was instrumental in the
foundation of the Joint Council for Refugees
from Chile to help with this resettlement
as no one organisation had the resources on
their own to meet the needs of the Chilean
refugees. BCAR itself was eventually able
to resettle over a hundred Chilean refugees
following the 1973 coup, whilst the work of
the Joint Council was expanded over time to
help assist with refugees from all over South
America and by the end of 1979, over 3,000
Latin American refugees has been resettled
in Britain.
Crafting Resistance: The art of Chilean
political prisoners is an exhibition co-curated
by Jasmine Gideon, Birkbeck, University of
London, and Gloria Miqueles, a Chilean expolitical prisoner. From Friday, 26th January
though to Friday, 16th February 2018, the
University of East London Archives hosted
an exhibition focused on the legacy of human
rights abuses inflicted during the military
dictatorship in Chile between 1973 and 1990.
The exhibition in UEL was a collaboration
between with the Refugee Council Archive
and the Refugee Mental Health and Wellbeing
Portal for Refugees, Asylum Seekers and
Health and Social Care Professionals at the
UEL School of Psychology with help from
the Refugee Council. During the 27 years
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of dictatorship, many thousands of Chileans
were held in detention centres throughout the
country as political prisoners, experiencing
torture and human rights violations on a
regular basis. It was from within these camps
that many prisoners began to come together
and began to craft objects. This was often a
means by which the detainees could respond
to the torture and human rights inflicted
upon them and from this developed the use
of crafted artworks as a means of passive
resistance to the military regime and as a
symbol of hope for the future.

Crafting Resistance contained over 150 hand
crafted artworks of various types created by
Chilean political prisoners during their time
in detention, each of which represented a
very personal story. This we now know was
one of the largest collections of artworks ever
brought together in one place documenting the
Chilean dictatorship. Each piece of artwork
was donated specifically for inclusion within
the exhibition often by the individual who
hand-crafted them or by family members now
resident in the UK.

Our opening launch event programme
focused on the issues relating to "Refugees
and Exile: Resistance, well-being and mental
endurance." The structure of the event
included an introductory panel discussion
led by Dr. Jasmine Gideon, co-curator of
the exhibition and a member of staff at the
Department of Geography in Birkbeck
University and a series of papers focusing on
issues relating to refugee mental health and
well being. Professor Rachel Tribe from UEL's
School of Psychology presented on "Refugees
and Social Justice" whilst Dong Jidong and
colleagues from the UEL Refugee and Mental
Health team took participants on a guided
tour of the Refugee Mental Health and
Wellbeing Portal established with UEL Civic
Engagement Funding to provide an online
resource for both refugees and mental health
professionals. Maurice Wren, Chief Executive
of the Refugee Council, spoke on "Refugees,
Mental Health and the Refugee Council"
whilst Dr. Ayesha Ahmad, Lecturer in Global
Health at St. George's, University of London,
spoke on "Writing Peace and Resistance
in Afghanistan: Ghazals (poems) are our
guns too." The session was rounded off by a
presentation on "Chilean clinical psychologists

and their work with survivors of war and
torture" with Cristian Pena and Kenjiro Sato.
The second half of the event began with
traditional Chilean music curtesy of Patrica
Pons and Ignacia Rivera followed by the
premier of the documentary film "Crafting
Resistance: the art of Chilean Political
Prisoners." The event concluded with a
powerful conversation and discussion between
a panel of Chilean ex-political prisoners, their
relatives and second generation living in the
UK reflecting on the importance of making
handicrafts, resilience, resistance and solidarity.
As part of the exhibition a series of events
were organised including a launch event and
two Embroidery Workshops, facilitated by
Jimena Pardo, focusing on “Embroidering
memory and resistance.” These consisted
of practical hands-on Embroidery and talks
“exploring textile as a form of preserving
memory and as an act of solidarity and
resistance.” (Gideon and Miqueles, 2018).
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The exhibition curators showcased the
importance of the exhibition, which:
“challenged the idea of political prisoners as
‘passive victims’ which fails to recognise the
degree of agency many prisoners retain despite
the horrific circumstances they endure … The
exhibition brought together a collection of these
artefacts and reflected on their importance in
relation to sustaining the mental health and
wellbeing of those incarcerated. These artefacts
are now testimony to the mental endurance of
all those who were political prisoners under the
Pinochet regime.” (Gideon and Miqueles, 2018).

here at UEL, we have taken the approach
that “Refugees are the experts of their own
experience” (Hynes, 2003, p.1). Through our
ongoing archival work, this has drawn us to
looking at a bottom-up oral history approach
towards exploring the “contradictory narratives
of transcultural encounters of refugees and
undocumented migrants” (Hashem and
Dudman, 2016, p.192) and trying to look
beyond the traditional archive as a means of
documenting the lived narrative of the refugee
experience and to place these stories in the
wider context of human rights.

Exhibition. [ONLINE] Available at: http://www.

livingrefugeearchive.org/crafting-resistance-exhibition/.
[Accessed 18 March 2018].

Hashem, R. and Dudman, P. (2016). “Paradoxical

narratives of transcultural encounters of the “other”: Civic
engagement with refugees and migrants in London.”

Transnational Social Review Vol. 6 , Iss. 1-2, pp. 192-199.
www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21931674.2016.1
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We plan to write more on the positive
feedback that we have received from this
exhibition and also the importance of bringing
together materials in a range of materials,
from artworks to archives; embroidery to oral
history as a means of helping to contextualise
the importance of documenting and preserving
access to human rights materials. Many of
the items included in the exhibition were
very personal items which had been brought
from Chile into a new home on the United
Kingdom. How can we fully understand the
human rights experience of those seeking
refuge and how should we as archivists
approach the documenting of the life history
narratives of refugees and migrants? Through
our ongoing civic engagement projects
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In the middle of March 2018 South African
legal officials announced that former President
Jacob Zuma, who had stepped down from
office in February (giving way to recently
elected ANC Party head and presumptive next
national President Cyril Ramaphosa) would
face charges of corruption. Zuma had proven
to be a Teflon leader in his years in office,
eluding a wide range of charges not only
connected to myriad accusations of corruption,
but also of an alleged rape that he committed
while in office. Many observers (myself
included) assumed that the negotiations to get
Zuma to step down had come with a promise
that he would never face prosecution. I, at
least, am happy to have been wrong. For in
Jacob Zuma’s last years and months in office
the independence of the country’s policing
agencies, judiciary and journalism had been
under fire. And when these institutions
find themselves under assault, human rights
violations tend to follow.

to enrich his private businesses, from which
many members of his family and close-knit
circle of supporters draw their own wealth

African heads of state are hardly unique in
using their positions to enrich themselves,
their families, and their inner circles. Indeed,
it appears quite clear that American President
Donald Trump is using the White House
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a problem under apartheid governments
and it is one that has grown, expanded,
and morphed in recent years as the African
National Congress has grown secure in power.
After all, despite occasional scares in local
and provincial elections, the ANC has been
virtually the only game in town nationally.
Corruption has allowed many politicians
not only to benefit from their positions, but
to protect those positions through complex
mechanisms of patronage and fear.

and power, emoluments clause be damned.
No country is immune to national, regional,
and local corruption. But it is also true that
post-colonial Africa has seen more than its
share of corruption and venality on the part
of the people charged with serving the public
good. The term “kleptocracy,” generally used to
mean government by theft, is a common one in
African circles used to describe the governance
style of Africa’s powerful “Big Men.”
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Post-apartheid South Africa has not been
characterized by the sort of Big Man rule
embodied in murderous figures such as
Uganda’s Idi Amin, Zaire’s Mobutu Sese
Seku, or Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe.
But Jacob Zuma and his vocal supporters took
on at least some of their mien, using their
positions of power to enrich themselves and
their cronies and to secure and entrench their
positions of power. Corruption was certainly

And yet the real cost of corruption comes in
opportunities missed for good governance.
Public money going into pockets or secret
bank accounts, money used for luxury cars
and home improvements, for first-class
international flights and five-star hotel rooms,
is money not being spent on essential services,
on infrastructure, on job creation and public
health and education. And the time spent in
the service of self-interest is time not spent
in governing. These are universal realities
whether they take place in the United States,
the United Kingdom or South Africa. But the
relative resources even in a country like South
Africa that is the richest on the continent
by most every significant measure (Nigeria’s
slight advantage in GDP is mitigated by the
fact that its population is four times that of
South Africa) is offset by the fact that large
swaths of South Africa’s population suffer
from privation, and that part of that privation
comes from the ANC failing in the realm of
service delivery. In other words, corruption
carries with it very real failures of governance
that deprive urban and rural South Africans
of a wide range of the very things that
government and thus politicians promise but
too often fail to deliver.

of their citizens. Corrupt governments
and politicians in poor countries with
economically vulnerable populations
diminish access to the very things that are
at the foundation of human rights – access
to food and potable water, health care and
educational opportunities, reliable services
like policing (and in corrupt societies the
police are likely to be corrupt as well.) And
corrupt politicians tend to place their thumbs
on the scales of justice and will do what it
takes to maintain the benefits of their graft,
theft and venality, making whistleblowers,
journalists, honest police, lawyers, and judges
susceptible to political blowback, violence and
other consequences.
In short, corruption and human rights
violations are not coincidental. They go handin-hand, partners in crime. To protect human
rights one of the most important steps we can
take is to protect public integrity and root out
corruption.

Corrupt governments are governments not
committed to governing. Corrupt politicians
have placed their own interests above those
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Abstract
An exploratory content research had been
conducted to inspect the portrayal of violence
and crimes against women in popular Hindi
cinema. Few films were picked randomly from
the box office hits also few true incidents were
examined. The initial findings recommend that
moderate sexual violence is portrayed as fun,
pleasure and a normal expression of romantic
love. Sexual violence stanched by antagonist
was a common portrayal, predominantly
judicious violence such as aggravation of
women with whom the antagonist ultimately
became romantically involved. Stern sexual
aggression was portrayed as crime while
judicious sexual aggression was treated as
fun and romantic. The core of the article is
to investigate the film to gaze how sexual
aggression is being portrayed through the
lens. This will substantiate how audience
takes this aggression in their actual being.
It argues that the effect of the films and media
is eventually negative, for they glorify sexual
aggression and crime against women while
holding out the hope of a better future. The
adjacent study is an aim to identify films and
scan the disparity in portraying violence and
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aggression against women. The contemporary
trend is an attempt of filmmakers to create a
kind of myth in audience by making violence
fun and romantic. In this paper an effort has
been made to find out how crime against
women whether sexual aggression, domestic
violence or sexual harassment are portrayed
in cinema and revive them and contrive
hope for the victims. The data collected for
the research work is secondary. This study is
exploratory and the method used for research
is qualitative. This paper will throw light on
how filmmakers and media make an effort
to create a safe and secure environment for
women who suffer from violence and crime
and create empathy among audience while
entertaining them through their lens.
The entire article can be found at
http://www.citizensrw.org/index.php/guest/
newsStoryDetails/76

Graduating senior in English and linguistics at Brooklyn College

Many intersex children suffer life-long
physical and emotional trauma as a result of
genital re-assignment surgeries. In response
to these concerns, intersex advocates have
proposed a number of legal frameworks — the
disability model, human rights model, and
sex-discrimination model — to end these
harmful surgeries. While legal advocacy can
certainly provide safeguards to protect the
rights of intersex children, an alternative
approach of foregoing the gender binary
model will go a long way in addressing the
stigma surrounding the intersex community
and protecting the rights of intersex children.
Genital re-assignment surgeries have been
proven to do more harm than good. Genital
re-assignment surgeries, for instance, run
the risk of altering the intersex patient’s
view of his or her body. The term “intersex,”
broadly speaking, refers to individuals with
condition whose chromosomal composition
(either XX for female or XY for male),
gonadal tissue (responsible for reproductive
glands), or external anatomy do not fit neatly
into the binary model of male and female.
When Chase, who was born with an intersex
condition, was sent to the hospital, the
testicular portion of her gonads, which appear

half testicular and half ovarian, was trimmed
away, leaving her with no clitoris or inner
labia.1 The experience changed Chase’s view
of her body image, which she later describes
as a “butchered one,” “not fully human,” and
“Frankenstein’s monster patchwork.”
In a similar case, Christiane Volling was also
born with ambiguous genitalia.2 Believing
that she was born with both male and
female reproductive organs, the doctors
recommended Volling to undergo genital
re-assignment surgeries. To their surprise,
however, the doctors discovered that Volling
had normal ovaries and a uterus. But rather
than stopping the procedure, they proceeded
to remove Volling’s female reproductive
organs, leaving her neither male nor female.
Volling was fourteen at the time. These two
cases show that not only are genital reassignment surgeries a destructive process,
just as Chase’s gonads were trimmed and
Volling’s female genitalia removed, but they
are also irreversible. In fact, according to
a recent article published by the Human
Rights Watch, genital re-assignment surgeries
could result in scarring, diminishing sexual
pleasure, infringing the rights of these
intersex infants, damaging the child’s sense of
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autonomy, and leading to life-long hormone
replacement therapy.3
To end these harmful surgeries on intersex
individuals, some intersex advocates have
suggested using the disability framework
by shifting the label from “intersex” to
“disorder,” so that intersex individuals who
suffer discrimination in the health care system
can appeal to disability laws for protection.⁴
While the name change may be able to
improve medical care for affected children by
allowing doctors to focus solely on therapeutic
issues, this model may lead to what many
researchers regard as “pathologization.”
Labeling intersexuality as a “disorder,” in
other words, not only misrepresents the actual
degree of intersexuality but runs the risk of
misdiagnosing actual cases involving severe
mental illnesses and lessening the severity of
actual mental illnesses.

24

Other intersex advocates, who believe
partnering with doctors and clinicians might
do more harm to the intersex child, have
recommended using the human rights model,
particularly the Convention of the Rights
of the Child. These advocates argue that the
current medical practices that attempt to
surgically alter intersex violate article two
(prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex);
article three (requires all actions concerning
children to be the child’s best interest);
article twelve, (requires the child’s opinion
to be taken into account); and article sixteen
(protects children from the interference of
their privacy). Although this model may
provide a safeguard to protect the rights of
intersex children, this approach may not be a
bullet-proof model because the Convention
has not been ratified by the United States.

Intersex advocates have also tried using
statutes that prohibit sex discrimination.
These intersex advocates argue that doctors
who decide whether infants with an intersex
condition to be sufficiently male or female
and then proceed to treat them differently
based on their intersex status violate the
discrimination statute. While these actions
clearly provide the basis for sex discrimination
claims, the problem is that some courts
hesitate to apply the sex discrimination
prohibitions to claims brought by people with
intersex conditions. Some have proposed a
specific legislation that protects people with
an intersex condition from discrimination.
But while these frameworks make a persuasive
and compelling argument in protecting
intersex individuals from discrimination
and ensuring their rights protected, they are
effective to the extent that issues relating
to intersexuality are still in the air. In other
words, these frameworks do not fix the
actual problem and they would be rendered
ineffective once the issues have been resolved.

stigma surrounding intersexuality, ensure that
the rights of intersex children are protected,
and abolish these medically harmful surgeries
altogether, a reinterpretation of the gender
model at the medical and cultural level is not
only effective but necessary for subsequent
legal policy reforms in resolving the issues
related to intersexuality, especially since many
laws and policies build on the scientific and
cultural understanding of “gender” and “sex.”

An alternative approach of abandoning the
gender binary would provide a more effective
solution further down the road. The idea, in
short, is not just to come up with a bandaid but to solve the underlying issue that
motivates doctors in performing these genital
re-assignment surgeries. In fact, there are
reasons to believe that the gender binary
model is responsible for the issues associated
with intersexuality. Because the doctors held
onto a false belief that a person’s sex can
only be male and female, they trimmed a
portion of Chase’s gonads, leaving her with a
“butchered” body. Because the doctor insisted
that Volling’s ambiguous genitalia can be
neatly disambiguated into either male or
female, they removed her female reproductive
organs, leaving her neither male nor female.
These instances show that in order to end the

4. To learn more about these legal frameworks adopted by
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The decision comes after the results of an
2015 International Olympic Committee vote
between bid finalists Beijing and Almaty,
following Oslo’s bid withdrawal. Beijing is the
first city to have the distinct honor of hosting
both a Summer and Winter Olympic Games.
Instead of improving the human rights
situation in China, hosting the Olympics
exacerbated decades of conflict. There was no
worse time for minority groups in China in the
21st century than when the 2008 Olympics
were held in Beijing. Unless serious action is
taken, it will happen all over again in 2022.
For decades the Tibetan people have endured
human rights violations at the hands of an
oppressive and unwanted foreign occupier.

BEIJING 2022 AND TIBET
Undergraduate political science major at Brooklyn College

The acts that led the ICJ to this conclusion,
including a systematic policy of killing,
imprisonment, and deportation of those
opposed to the regime, combined with
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Separately, uncoordinated suggestions of
boycotting the 2008 Olympics came from
top athletic contenders Australia and the
United States. Australian Senator Andrew
Bartlett and then Presidential hopeful Barack
Obama asked their countries’ leadership to
boycott the games unless China’s human
rights record improved. The International
Olympic Committee and European Union
both officially discouraged such protests.
No boycott from any country occurred.

In 1976, more than twenty African countries
successfully pressured the International
Olympic Committee to bar South Africa and
Rhodesia from the Olympics at Montreal
over the practice of Apartheid and state
sponsored racism.

the denial of freedom of religion and
denial of freedom of information have
continued into the 21st century without any
acknowledgement from China.
Despite how little has changed in China’s
human rights record since 1959 when the
report was first published, and since the 2008
Summer Olympics at Beijing, the city was still
selected to host the Winter Olympics in 2022.

The worldwide attention on Beijing resulted
in a particularly cruel year for Tibetans, where
the already strengthened Chinese police
presence viciously cracked down on any proTibetan protests that disrupted the Chinese
government’s presentation of a perfect
unified China.

Strategic political participation or protest
in the Olympic Games is not a new
phenomenon. The Olympics has been a
theatre for political protest throughout the
20th century.

Matthew Taylor

In 1959, the International Court of
Justice found that the acts of the Chinese
government against the Tibetan People
constitute the crime of genocide according to
the 1948 Genocide Conventions.

Olympic Committee sided with a genocidal
and authoritarian regime, and threatened that
any pro-Tibetan displays at the games would
get visitors expelled.

Before the 2008 Summer Olympics at Beijing,
the worldwide Olympic Torch relay was
disrupted, shortened, or cancelled during
some European and American tour legs due
to pro-Tibetan protests. The International

In 1980, the United States along with 65 other
countries boycotted their Soviet adversary’s
Olympic Games in Moscow. Retaliating, the
Soviet Union led 17 other countries to boycott
the following Olympic Games at Los Angeles
in 1984.
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The world has been complicit in the brutality
that China administers to all of it’s minority
groups. Instead of raising awareness, or using
the Olympic Games as a device of political
leverage for social change, Beijing is bestowed
with the unique honor of hosting both varieties
of the Olympic Games, a privilege that it is
not reasonably deserving of or climatically
positioned to undertake.
The construction of winter Olympic facilities is
already underway in Beijing and predicted to be
completed by next year. It is too late to consider
relocating the games to Almaty or Oslo, the
other 2022 bid finalists, which would also not
be rational or responsible.
However, it isn’t too late to use the inherent
political structure of the Olympic Games
to force China to begin to rectify its wrongs
against Tibetans and other minorities in
its borders.
The International Olympic Committee has
demonstrated its willingness to bend at the
threat of mass boycott. The United States
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and other global powers have even boycotted
Olympics in the past. Instead of using the
Olympics to uphold the facade of international
unity that looks good for cameras, it should be
used to its greatest potential as a vehicle for
improvement of the worldwide human rights.
One point of the Olympic Charter reads
“The goal of Olympism is to place sport at
the service of the harmonious development
of humankind, with a view to promoting
a peaceful society concerned with the
preservation of human dignity.”
The recently concluded Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang have seen demonstrations of
great international unity, evidenced by the
participation of North Korean athletes under
the flag of a united Korea.
The effort to hold China accountable in 2008
was fractured, directionless, and ultimately
ineffective. Undoing half a century of human
rights violations begins with understanding the
power the rest of the world holds.

Human rights and armed conflict are words
that often go together, like ‘Marks & Spencer’
or ‘chicken & chips’ as armed conflicts
always brings into light human rights issues.
Armed conflicts result in the abuse and
violation of human rights, which should be
protected during conflict. The UN and other
organisations have come out with rules and
regulations that belligerents should adhere to
but these laws are often disregarded resulting
in massive human rights violations. All four
treaties of the 1949 Geneva Convention and
its 1977 Additional Protocols talk about the
treatment and protection of non-combatants,
which include; civilians, prisoners of war, the
wounded and sick, members of shipwrecked
and others.¹
Civilians, often women and children are those
who mostly have their rights trampled upon
and suffer enormous humiliation at the hands
of combatants. They have now become the
object of attacks in armed conflicts as in the
case of Syria, Georgia, Yemen and others.
Cases of rape and other sexual violations
and human abuses are common atrocities

carried out by combatants as well as the
involvement of children as child soldiers
in Sudan, Pakistan, DR Congo. Reference
can be made to the 1994 Rwanda genocide,
1989/90 Liberia conflict, 1991 Sierra Leone
civil war, Kosovo and Bosnia, the ongoing
Syria and Yemen conflicts just to mention but
a few where all kinds of breaches were and
are meted respectively on non-combatants.
Governments who are supposed to protect
the rights of the population under their
jurisdiction at times turn to be the violators
of rights; Sudan, Iraq under Saddam Hussein,
Syria and Yemen.
The above situation calls for the intervention
by another body to take up this task
during armed conflicts; that’s interventions
by International Non-Governmental
Organisations (INGOs) and NonGovernmental Organisations (NGOs).
They have gained much credibility globally
and are now preferred to deal with conflicts
and development especially in the third
world; they have increased a lot in the last
three decades.²
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INGOs and NGOs are “private, selfgoverning, not-for-profit organisations
dedicated to alleviating human suffering; and/
or promoting education, health care, economic
development, environmental protection,
human rights, and conflict resolution; and/or
encouraging the establishment of democratic
institutions and civil society”. ³
They also provide service to and protect
sectors in the society that are underserved
or seemed underserved by governments
and other official institutions like the UN.
These organisations have also complimented
and supplemented official development
assistance and acts as watchdogs and critics.
Food, water, shelter and other basic necessities
become scarce due to the chaotic environment
that pertains during conflict and there
are also various threats to life and human
rights. Access to these things becomes
very difficult but through the activities of
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these organisations the unreachable places
become reachable as they are mostly able to
meet the needs of the suffering population.
Various (I)NGOs have mushroomed today
and have been working earnestly at local,
regional, national and international levels
in the promotion of human rights during
armed conflicts. The most widely known ones
include; Amnesty International (AI), Human
Rights Watch (HRW), Oxfam, Médecins
Sans Frontières, the International League for
Human Rights etc.
During armed conflict these organisations
in their quest to protect human rights play
fact-finding or information-gathering, analysis
and dissemination roles.⁴ This is an important
role and through their operations covert
activities regarding human rights in conflict
are made overt. It brings to light the gruesome
things meted on humanity and calls for the
involvement of International Governmental
Organisations concerned with human rights

to intervene to safeguard the situation
referring to international humanitarian laws
prohibiting violation of rights. Mostly these
states involved in the conflict are parties to
important international human rights laws
and conventions, as such should obey the
laws concerning rights of human during these
times but it turns to be the other way round
whereby these rights are violated. President
Laurent Kabila denied United Nations in
their effort to investigate the allegation of
human rights abuse in D.R Congo (Eastern
Zaire) in the Hutu refugee camps through
numerous reasons in 1996. All the human
rights violations by Kabila were detailed by
Human Rights Watch for action to be taken
by UN and this gave the needed information
to the UN joint mission. This fact-finding
or information-gathering is salient since it
serves as spur for discourse and this in turn
offer the thrust for change at the national or
international level. States now cannot hold
on to vital information on human rights
during armed conflict as they did prior to the
active involvement of (I)NGOs in conflict.
According to Graham Blewitt, the Deputy
Prosecutor at the International Criminal
Tribunal in former Yugoslavia:
“NGOs, which focus on human rights, by
their nature, are well equipped to assist the
Tribunals in their investigation work. I say
this because human rights organisations focus
on the monitoring and reporting of human
rights violations and seek to prevent future
violations…”(Blewitt, 1996; cited in Durham,
2004:173).
Secondly, through witnessing, denunciation
or the mobilisation of shame, (I)NGOs
protect human rights during armed conflicts
(Wiseberg, 2003:358). This has been one

major role played by (I)NGOs which is aimed
at bringing shame to the perpetrators of gross
human rights breaches in times of conflict.
They pursue this through press releases,
name and shame and the mounting of press
campaigns, publishing reports which are
widely disseminated mostly to policy-makers.
Denunciations are also carried out through
films and videos, popular music or theatre
and testimonies before governmental and
intergovernmental bodies.
In employing these tactics, these organisations
hope to amass some ends, which include
naming and shaming governments or human
rights violators to halt the abuses. These tactics
were employed in June 1993 during the World
Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna.
Governmental human rights violations were
exposed and denounced by the NGO Forum
through posters and pictures depicting torture
scenes, faces of the disappeared and the
agonies faced by people in armed conflict.⁵
Another crucial role of (I)NGOs during
armed conflict is charity and relief directed
towards victims of the conflict who often
are denied their rights. (I)NGOs like the
Red Cross, Oxfam and CARE grew out of
war and consider relief assistance as very
valuable in their work. The giving of the
1999 Nobel Peace Prize award to Médecins
Sans Frontières (MSF) demonstrates the
importance of this role. Armed conflicts lead
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to the creation of refugees and internally
displaced people (IDPs) who need to be
catered for in terms of shelter, food, health
and other social and economic livelihoods.
According to UNHCR approximately, 40
to 50 million people have been rendered
homeless by armed conflicts, out of which 20
million were refugees because of persecution
and conflict. The ICRC in February, 2009
involved itself intensively in the provision
of food, water, accommodation and medical
care to the victims of the conflict between the
Sri Lankan government and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. More than 4000 sick
and wounded person were evacuated to safety
zones to receive care by the organisation.⁶
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Cultural genocide builds on our existing
understanding of the crime of genocide. This
crime is especially applicable to the indigenous
peoples of the world, who continuously
face threats to their cultural survival. When
discussing the cultural survival of indigenous
people, it is important to remember that,
cultural identity is very much a defining
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element for these peoples. For this section, it
will be argued that an attack on the cultural
identity of a peoples is a direct attack on the
survival of these groups through an act of
cultural genocide. The issue, as it stands, is the
fact that there is no international agreement
as to what exactly constitutes as cultural
genocide. The Convention on the Prevention
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and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
1948¹ restricts the definition of genocide to
violence committed “with intent to destroy,
in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group”,² the inclusion of the term
violence is the excluding factor for the crime
of cultural genocide to fit within the reach of
the act.
For as long as the Genocide Convention
has been in place, there have been numerous
interpretations of what exactly the definition
of the crime is and what acts the convention
can protect against. If the understanding
Lemkin gave to genocide is applied, that
would mean “[g]enocide does not necessarily
mean the immediate destruction of a
nation… [but] is intended rather to signify a
coordinated plan of different actions aiming
at the destruction of essential foundations
of the life of national groups, with the aim
of annihilating the groups themselves”.³ The
importance for Lemkin, the man who named
the crime, was the intent that lay behind the
actions, the intent to destroy the very existence
of a group both physically and culturally.
Akhavan argues, “it is important to appreciate
that genocide is a crime against groups – in
particular against a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group or as such. The question of
its specific expression as physical, biological
or cultural is thus secondary to the intent to
destroy a group”.⁴
In recent years, the international community
has placed a greater emphasis on the
protection of cultural life and property.
What is possibly the biggest breakthrough
in this field was in the Krstić case heard
before the International Criminal Tribunal
for Yugoslavia.⁵ The Tribunal recognized
that “genocide encompassed the destruction
of a group as a distinct social identity, and
that group destruction through purposeful
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eradication of culture and identity was
conceivable”.⁶ In this case, there were
numerous criminal charges faced by Krstić,
who was a Bosnian commander, which
included “complicity to commit genocide and
extermination as a crime against humanity,
included the deliberate destruction of
mosques and houses belonging to Bosnian
Muslims”.⁷ The crucial factor in this charge
was that the ICTY implicitly “recognized that
physical attacks are often accompanied by
destruction of cultural property and symbols;
such acts of cultural destruction may be
considered as proof of the specific intent to
physically destroy an identity group”.⁸ There
are more protections afforded to the cultural
identity of groups at present with “cultural
characteristics used to define the contours of
protected groups, since there are no universally
accepted definitions of racial, ethnic,
religious, or national groups protected by the
Genocide Convention.
Cultural genocide was a part of the crimes
commit by the state and military upon the
indigenous communities of Guatemala.
The goal, as envisioned by the government
and military, was complete destruction of the
Mayan way of life, their culture, their history
and their society. “The massacres, scorched
earth operations, forced disappearances and
execution of Mayan authorities, leaders and
spiritual guides, were not only an attempt to
destroy the social base of the guerrillas, but
above all, to destroy the cultural values that
ensured cohesion and collective action in
Mayan communities”.⁹ Even if some or all
members of a group remained alive, attacks
on their cultural lives and existence were just
as brutal. This is a sentiment which is echoed
by Kress, who reiterates the importance
of and significance of cultural identity to
any group and how it is a defining feature
further arguing that “the primary goal of the

international rule against genocide (is) to
protect the existence of certain groups in light
of their contributions to world civilization,
a campaign leading to the dissolution of the
group as a social entity is directly relevant to
that goal”.¹⁰
Over the course of more than one hundred
years “the central goals of Canada’s
Aboriginal policy were to eliminate
aboriginal governments; ignore aboriginal
rights; terminate the treaties and through
a process of assimilation, cause aboriginal
peoples to cease to exist as distinct legal,
social, cultural, religious and racial entities in
Canada”.¹¹ Some opinions of the system have
drastically changed over the years resulting in
acknowledgment of the crimes and injustices
commit against the first peoples of Canada.
In some respects, the country of Canada and
the institutions that represent it have changed
their views quite dramatically. For instance,
in a statement issued by Duncan Campbell
Scott, then Deputy Superintendent for Indian
Affairs made the startling claim that “Indian
children… in the residential schools… die

at a much higher rate than in their villages.
But this does not justify a change in the
policy of this department, which is geared
towards a final solution for our Indian
problem”¹² a sentiment echoed by a fellow
cabinet minter of the time who somewhat
proudly maintained “[t]he great aim of our
legislation has been to do away with the tribal
system… and to assimilate the Indian people
in all respects”.¹³ Contrasted heavily by the
likes of current Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau who publically acknowledged
the harm cause by the residential school
system and mirrored by Chief Justice
Beverly McLachlin of the supreme court
of Canada who declared in a public lecture
that “the indigenous peoples of Canada were
victims of cultural genocide”.¹⁴ Under this
system “the establishment and operation of
residential schools were a central element of
this policy, which can be best described as
“cultural genocide””.¹⁵
Here lies the argument that has divided legal
professional and scholars the world over, if the
entire cultural heritage, identity and lineage
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of any given group is annihilated, and forced
assimilation into mainstream society occurs,
the group, as a cultural entity, separate from
the mainstream population ceases to exist,
and if this cessation occurred at the hands of a
state who, for example, intended to eliminate
this cultural group through assimilation,
the group, whole or in part ceases to exist.
It is incredible to believe that there exists so
many forms of opposition to the definition
of the crime at an international level. It is
blatantly clear that “[c]ultural genocide is a
“unique wrong” that warrants independent
recognition by the international community
and should not be limited to a subsidiary role
in cases of physical genocide”.¹⁶ The lack of
flexibility within international human rights
jurisprudence to address the issue causes grave
concern, especially when paired with the fact
that “narrow legal definitions of genocide
fail to address the intentional and systematic
eradication of a group's cultural existence”.¹⁷
Thus, perpetuating the illegitimacy of this
crime.
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SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
IN ARMED CONFLICTS IN NORTH
AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST VS
THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
ACTION: BRIEF ANALYSIS

Genocide and Indigenous Peoples. Journal of Human

Rape, genital mutilation, forced prostitution,
forced marriages, forced pregnancy, attempted
ethnic cleansing. These are just a few examples
of forms of sexual violence committed against
women in armed conflict. Military agents,
militias, civilians and, at the moment, agents of
humanitarian organizations; there are no limits
to the authorship of this type of crime.
It does not seem a coincidence that the main
cases involving sexual violence under the
responsibility of the International Criminal
Court (ICC), active since 2002, are related to
armed conflicts that occur or have occurred in
countries of North Africa and the Middle East.
These regions are those that currently present
greater political, social and legal instability in
the global community, with numerous situations
of violation of Human Rights, International and
Humanitarian Law.

From its first trial to the present day, the ICC
has already received several reports of the
practice of sexual violence in armed conflicts. In
some cases, as in Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga
Dyilo, the Court faced criticism both by the
international community and by its own judges
(in this particular situation, for negligence in
not offering to prosecute offenses of sexual
violence committed and/or ordered by the
accused). There are also situations in which the
Court is faced with the question of the effective
applicability of its jurisdiction, as in Prosecutor
v. Omar Hassan Ahmad Al Bashir. In other
situations there is effective condemnation,
as occurred in Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre
Bemba Gombo.
In Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, the
Government of the Democratic Republic of
Congo reported to the ICC’s Prosecutor, in
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Al Bashir alleges political retaliation by the ICC
and, supported by the African Union Member
States and the Arab League (including some
countries that are signatories to the Statute),
has not surrendered and has not been retained
by any authority in countries where there
are arrest warrants against him (like Uganda
and Djibouti).
Although the case is still in pre-trial, the
ICC Prosecutor has conducted extensive
investigation and analysis of the allegations,
finally understanding that Al Bashir could be
held accountable for crimes of sexual violence
against women committed by agents of the
military forces he commanded.

2004, in addition to other crimes, there were
indications that Lubanga was committing and
ordering acts of sexual violence against female
child soldiers.

violence is a "minor" offense, only considered
as part of a "major" crime, with a subjective and
implicit nature.

One of the main criticisms of this action
came from Judge Elizabeth Odio Benito,
who understood that there was a failure to
explicitly recognize crimes with sexual nature,
causing their invisibility due to a clear gender
discrimination, since they were not committed
against the male victims.

In the case involving Al Bashir, current
President of the Republic of Sudan and
Commander-in-Chief of the Sudanese Armed
Forces, positions he has held since 1993, there
are two open arrest warrants issued by the
ICC, the first in 2009 and the second in 2010.
He continues in freedom and exercising the
functions related to the positions he occupies.

It is possible to question this first performance
of the ICC not exactly in relation to the correct
interpretation of the norms of the Rome
Statute, but for lack of sensitivity on the subject,
not to deepen the investigation and to disregard
evidence and testimonies that needed more
attention and analysis, not to use support from
experts in the field and to decide that sexual

This case presents particularities related
to the effective jurisdiction of the ICC, in
particular the States which are not signatories
to its Statute and/or located in the regions
of North Africa and the Middle East, like
Sudan. Political interference in these situations
demonstrates that in practice, the ICC's role in
these countries turns out to be limited.
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Although there is no condemnation or effective
judgment for Al Bashir, in this case the ICC
sought not to act arbitrarily, respecting the
wide defense and the contradictory and other
principles and procedural norms, although
all indications and evidence point to the guilt
of the accused. However, it is also possible to
verify that there is still a long way to go, since
the regions that support the accused as well as
conflicted, resist accepting the jurisdiction of
the ICC.
In Prosecutor v. Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo,
the accused was condemned in March
and sentenced in June 2016 to 18 years'
imprisonment for crimes against humanity and
war crimes (including crimes of sexual violence)
committed in the Central African Republic
between 2002 and 2003. Bemba Gombo was
Vice-President of the Democratic Republic
of Congo and President and Commander-inChief of the Movement for the Liberation of
Congo, his private army.
The particularity of this case is that a military
commander was first convicted by the ICC for
crimes committed by his subordinates in a third

state where he wasn’t present, since he issued
orders while he was located outside the RCA.
This case demonstrates a great evolution
since the first case judged by the ICC: the
condemnation of an individual of high
hierarchy specifically for crimes of sexual
violence, characterized as a weapon of war and
in the form of military superior and not as an
author or co-author.
However, once again the Court was criticized
for acting politically against countries in the
Middle East and North Africa on charges
of funding from Western countries: the ICC
would not act with the same rigor in relation to
acts committed by countries such as the USA,
for example.
Thus, it seems coherent to say that despite
the evolution of the jurisprudence of the
ICC regarding its effective performance and
correct interpretation of the norms of its
Statute, Human Rights, Humanitarian and
International Criminal Law regarding the
crimes of sexual violence committed in North
Africa and Middle East, this development
has not yet reached a point of sufficient legal
certainty to ensure that the International
Criminal Court has a just and effective
universal jurisdiction, which will encourage the
concrete disqualification of such offenses on a
considerable scale.
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RISE OF THE INVISIBLE: HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS AND THE EMERGENCE OF
LGBT MOVEMENTS IN INDIA
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Though the Gay, Lesbian, Transgender and
Bisexual communities (LGBT) have lived in
India for centuries, their identity was hardly
visible in the conservative Indian society due
to the social stigma associated with sexual
minorities. The social norms and legal system
do not permit the LGBT community to assert
their identity and desire same sex marriage in
India. Therefore, the visibility and articulation
of their natural self was hidden. Until recently,
many of the sexual minorities were unaware
of their rights within the legal system. Under
the pretext of the prevailing cultural and
social norms, the LGBT community is often
denied basic human rights including the right
to property, the right to marriage and the
right to live a normal life. Hence, they live
under constant threat, social exclusion and
discrimination. The LGBT movements in
India emerged out of this blatant violation of
human rights.

Human Rights Violation of LGBT in India
The government and civil society in India
always denied human rights to the LGBT
community. In India, sexual activity between
two persons of the same sex is criminal offence.
Under Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code,
homosexual intercourse is a criminal offence.
In 2009, the Delhi High Court had given the
verdict in Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of
Delhi that Section 377 is under direct violation
of fundamental rights sanctioned by the Indian
Constitution (Mahapatra, 2012). But, this
optimism didn’t last long.
In 2012, Ministry of Home Affairs, opposed
the decriminalisation of homosexual activities
and argued that homosexuality is immoral
within the Indian social system. Further, in
December, 2013, the Supreme Court set aside
the historic decision of the Delhi High court
on Section 377 and noted that the debate
should be deliberated in the Parliament
(Nelson, 2013). The ruling of the Supreme
Court was indeed a big set back to the LGBT
community in India who are struggling to get
their identity recognised within law
(www.rappler.com, 2015).
In 2013, when Supreme Court ruled out the
decriminalization of Section 377, thousands
of LGBT community members rallied in
the capital city and other cities in India
demanding the repeal of such anti-human
aspects of Indian Penal code. It was the first
step towards emancipation of the community.
Since then LGBT movement became popular
across the country.

and magazines by LGBT community members
and the different groups that support them.
Secondly, globalization and information
revolution opened up the avenues for
linking with the groups in other countries
and understanding the nature and scope of
their struggles (Vanita, 2002). Hence many
of them began to confess their identity and
join alliances. The NGOs working among
the LGBT community also tried to foster
building collective identity based movements
among them.
The LGBT movement in India is making
strides, but homophobic views and practices
force them to be silent. Though the LGBT
community is present in offices, educational
institutions, or even at home, still they prefer
to be invisible. This, seriously, affects the
building of collective identity among them
(Kole, 2007).
While analyzing the role of LGBT
movements in India, it is evident that they are
mainly engaged in (1) fighting in courts to
abolish Section 377, (2) organizing common
platforms, film societies, rallies etc., (3)
creating campaign on AIDS awareness, and
(4) lobbying for inclusive welfare policies.
These movements do not have a monolithic
structure. Some of them are associated with
NGOs that receive foreign funding. Unlike the
marginalized and environmental movements,
LGBT movements do not have mass appeal
and the majority of them work through urban
centers. They are concerned about changing
the societal norms and hegemonic culture.
Hence, it is a daunting task.

The Awakening of LGBT Community
The two key factors that played an important
role in the awakening of the LGBT are the
publication of stories, confessions, newsletters
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newsletters and social media platforms were
used to forge the alliance and build collective
identity among the members amidst internal
conflicts. The use of communication and
media facilitated cross border networking and
organising as well (Vanita, 2002).
Thirdly, the LGBT movement was able to
represent their community in different cases.
They also facilitated members with different
capacity building programs to create awareness
about their constitutional rights and legal
protections. This was instrumental in fighting
against the repressive policies and police
atrocities. The strategic litigation process
followed by the movement, later helped the
government to understand the gravity of the
issues and make favourable reservation and
welfare policies accordingly (CREA, 2006).
Impact of LGBT Movements and Main
Achievements
The LGBT movements and their mobilization
strategies, indeed, make positive policy
influence. The Tamil Nadu state in India
was the first state to introduce a transgender
(hijra/ aravani) welfare policy. Tamil Nadu
was also the first state to form a Transgender
Welfare Board with representatives from
the transgender community (Time of India,
2012). On 15 April 2014, Supreme Court of
India declared transgender people as a socially
and economically backward class entitled to
reservations in education and job, and also
directed union and state governments to
frame welfare schemes for them (Radia, 2015).
On 24 April 2015, the Upper House of the
parliament passed The Rights of Transgender
Persons Bill, 2014 guaranteeing rights and
entitlements, reservations in education and
jobs (2% reservation in government jobs),
legal aid, pensions, unemployment allowances
and skill development for transgender people.
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It also contains provisions that prohibit
discrimination in employment and prevent
abuse, violence and exploitation of transgender
people (Radia, 2015). Recently, the Kochi
metro recruited trans-genders which made a
landmark in the state.

Major Challenges of LGBT Movements in
India
LGBT movements in India face several
challenges. The lack of civic space and
political representation makes it difficult to
expand their demands beyond the existing
boundaries. Religious beliefs, existing social
norms and lack of political support repress
and shrink their space for meaningful political
engagement. This weakens the movement
(Kang and Krishna Das, 2015). Stigma,
discrimination and continued criminalisation
of homosexuality under the law pose
serious questions to the effectiveness of the
movement. Power struggles, ideological
issues and internal conflicts between different
categories is another serious challenge against
the building of collective identity in LGBT
movement. Within the broad spectrum,
transgender community receive legal rights
and privileges. However, the same sex marriage
is still a problematic question in India. The
priority related issues often emerge within

Other than the policy level impact, the LGBT
movements were able to make some important
achievements. Firstly, the LGBT movement
was able to provide visibility to the issues
of the sexual identity of gays, transgender
people, lesbians and bisexuals. The civil society,
political parties and government became
aware of the existence of the LGBT identity
and began to pay attention to their concerns.
LGBT community members also began to get
rid of their inhibitions about sexual preferences
and initiated public gathering, meetings and
conferences (Kang and Krishna Das, 2015).
Secondly, they effectively used different forms
of media including social media to popularise
their agenda. Theatre, stories, films, magazines,
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the movement negatively and affect the
sustainability of the LGBT fraternity (Kang
and Krishna Das, 2015).
Most of the members lack expertise in
movement building and forging alliances as
the LGBT movement in still in nascent stage.
Lack of strong leadership, persistent security
threats and lack of media support affects the
organic growth of these movements (CREA,
2006).
Another serious limitation is the lack of
internal consensus within the movement.
Many of the agenda and advocacy strategies
are influenced by global movements without
understanding local realities. This often leads
to mismatch within the organizations. It is
widely criticised that the LGBT movement
is driven by international donors than local
interests (Aniruddha, 2012).
It is critical for LGBT activists to function
beyond the framework of police atrocities,
moral policing and abolition of Section 377.
They need to highlight sexuality as a politics
and combine it with other politics and
progressive movements. However, LGBT
groups and their articulation still remain
in its infancy, and they unfortunately lack
civic spaces to represent their issues. This is
a serious concern. Alliances that combine
sex workers, LGBT-identified communities,
health activists, and women’s activists
will be an effective strategy to avoid the
compartmentalisation of the common issues
of sexual minorities. Also, efforts should be
made to influence the progressive movements
within the country to endorse the issues of
sexual minorities.

The existence of different identities within the
collective identity of LGBT is a challenge for
them to move forward. For example, many of
the state governments had already accepted
the demands of transgender community. But
the demands of gay and lesbian groups are
very rarely accepted. As a result, even though
transgender people are active and increasingly
visible in public places, gay and lesbians are less
visible. These problems related to the variance
in acceptance level of society seriously erode
the prospects of building collective identity
among the members.

Della Porta, D. (2002). Comparative Politics and Social

Nelson, D. (2013). India’s top court upholds law criminalising

pp.286-313.

co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/india/10509952/Indias-top-

Faderman, L. (1991). Odd girls and twilight lovers. New

Polletta, F. and Jasper, J. (2001). Collective Identity and

Notwithstanding the challenges, it is, indeed,
a welcoming sign that the LGBT community
has begun to question the mainstream
perspective on sexuality and has decided
to fight for their legitimate rights and
participation in the public sphere.

Flesher Fominaya, C. (2010). Collective Identity in Social

Radia, A. (2015). Is India Making Progress in the LGBT

Compass, 4(6), pp.393-404.

ryot.org/india-making-progress-lgbt-movement/936442

(2008). India (and South Asia) Sexuality Minorities Resources

Sexual Rights and Social Movements In India. (2006).

References

www.sacw.net/SexualityMinorities/index.html [Accessed 5

creaworld.org/files/wp.pdf [Accessed 18 Feb. 2016].

Adam, B. (1995). The rise of a gay and lesbian movement. New

Della Porta, D. and Diani, M. (1999). Social Movements: An
Introduction. alden, MA: Blackwell.

Edelman, M. (2001). Social Movements: Changing

Paradigms and Forms of Politics. Annu. Rev. Anthropol.,
30(1), pp.285-317.

York: Columbia University Press.

Movements: Central Concepts and Debates.Sociology

India (and South Asia) Sexuality Minorities Rights Page,

Pages | www.sacw.net. [online] Sacw.net. Available at: http://
Mar. 2016].

York: Twayne Publishers.

India parliament blocks MP’s bill to decriminalize gay sex.

Aniruddha, D. (2012). Claiming Citizenship, Contesting

com/world/regions/south-central-asia/116433-india-blocks-

Civility: The Institutional LGBT Movement and the

Regulation of Gender/ Sexual Dissidence in West Bengal,
India. Jindal Global Law Review, 4(1), pp.110-141.

(2015). [online] Rappler. Available at: http://www.rappler.
mp-vote-decriminalize-gay-sex [Accessed 1 Mar. 2016].
Joseph, S. (1996). Gay and Lesbian Movement in

gay sex. [online] Telegraph.co.uk. http://www.telegraph.

court-upholds-law-criminalising-gay-sex.html [Accessed 1
Mar. 2016].

Onken, S. (1998). Conceptualizing Violence Against

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Intersexual, and Transgendered

People. Journal of Gay & Lesbian Social Services, 8(3), pp.524.

Social Movements. Annu. Rev. Sociol., 27(1), pp.283-305.

Movement?. [online] RYOT News. Available at: http://www.
[Accessed 5 Mar. 2016].

[online] www.creaworld.org. Available at: http://files.

Siddique, P. (2016). Crackdown on gay party in Saharanpur,
13 held - The Times of India. [online] The Times of India.
Available at: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/
Crackdown-on-gay-party-in-Saharanpur-13-held/

articleshow/7175530.cms?referral=PM [Accessed 18 Feb.
2016].

India. Economic and Political Weekly, 31(33), pp.2228-2233.

Telliis, A. (2012). Disrupting the Dinner Table: Re-thinking

SAGE.

Kang, K. and Krishnadas, D. (2015). Indian Hijras Lost in

Law Review, 4(1), pp.142-155.

Bonnie, M. (2012). History of Lesbian, Gay, & Bisexual Social

Movement. NLUJ Law Review, 3(1), pp.65-78.

Ungar, M. (2000). State Violence and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual

Kole, S. (2007). Globalizing queer? AIDS, homophobia

pp.61-75.

Binnie, J. (2004). The globalization of sexuality. London:

Movements. [Online] American Psychology Association.
Available at: http://www.apa.org › ... › APA LGBT

Resources and Publications [Accessed 1 Mar. 2016].
Butler, J. (1999). Gender trouble. New York: Routledge.
Chauncey, G. (1995). Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture,
and the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940. Basic
Books.

46

Movements. Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press,

Space – Lack of Voice in Mainstream LGBT and Queer

and the politics of sexual identity in India.Globalization and

the ‘Queer Movement‘ in Contemporary India. Jindal Global

and Transgender (lgbt) Rights. New Political Science, 22(1),

Health, 3(1), p.8.

Vanita, R. (2002). Homosexuality in India: Past

Mahapatra, D. (2012). Centre opposes decriminalisation of

[online] Montana: University of Montana. Available

homosexuality in SC. [online] timesofindia-economictimes.

Available at: http/articles.economicstimes.com/Accessed on
5th March, 2016.

and Present. Liberal Studies Faculty Publications.
at: http://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.

cgi?article=1002&context=libstudies_pubs [Accessed 27
Feb. 2016].

47

ARE NORTH KOREANS REALLY
PERSECUTED? AN ANALYSIS ON
SONGBUN
Yoonjeong You

Researcher at Korea Small Business Institute (KOSBI)

It is said that as high as 400,000 (Chang et
al., 2009) North Koreans reside within China.
The Commission of Inquiry (COI) which
was released in 2014 and the UN General
Assembly Resolution condemns North Korea.
South Korea and the U.S. have both passed
a related North Korean Human Rights Act
and the UN Security Council referred North
Korea to the International Criminal Court
(Human Rights Watch, 2015). All of the
above blame North Korea since it abuses the
human rights of those who have abandoned
North Korea when they are sent back.
Despite this, China has been sending North
Koreans who reside in China back to North
Korea since the adoption of the Extradition
Pact enacted in 1960. Once North Koreans
are sent back to their source country, they face
severe persecution such as torture and even
extrajudicial execution. Every single North
Korean knows that they could even be killed
if they are caught during or after leaving.
However, the number of people who abandon
North Korea is getting higher and higher each
year. What is their push and pull factor¹ of
movements from their home country to other

48

The wavering class includes those who hail
from South Korea or small merchants. 45%⁴
of the population was in this class in 2008.
The wavering class can seem as a friend
for now, but the regime considers them as
vulnerable to external incentives, which means
they need to keep being educated with the
Juche ideology.
Former rich people before the liberation or
South Korean defectors are in the Cheokdae
class. The other 27%⁵ is regarded as this
wavering class. This enemy group is severely
discriminated against by everyone else and
cannot fairly enjoy the distribution system.⁶

countries? We should look into ‘Songbun’ to
analyze this factor.
What is Songbun?
Songbun, often called North Korea’s Caste
System, controls every aspect of a North
Korean’s life. It first emerged in 1958 right
after the May 30th Resolution² had been
adopted. The term, Songbun (成分) means
“ingredients”. Every aspect from education
and friendship to employment and marriage
is already decided even before they are born
based on Songbun. The friend class to the
regime is called “Core (Haeksim in Korean)”,
the neutral is “Wavering (Dongyo)”, and the
enemy class is “Hostile (Cheokdae)”. The main
purpose of Songbun is to distinguish friends
and foes to the regime.
Laborers in the agriculture field or the Party
members are included in the core class.
Approximately 28%³ of the population
is considered as the core class. In the
society where everything is given from the
government, they obtain things they need for
living in return for being loyal to the regime.

Figure 1: Songbun Population
Another Name for Persecution
It is widely accepted that persecution is
“violation of human rights, demonstrative
of a failure of state protection” (Hathaway,
2005), which means the terms ‘persecution’
and ‘human rights violation’ can be used

interchangeably. According to the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
people’s human rights should be protected
fairly and without discrimination. However,
a lot of human rights of the lower classes of
Songbun are violated by the regime.
In respect of housing, food rations, medical
treatment, right to education, and punishment
on crimes, the lower classes are not treated
fairly while the core class is benefitted.
When it comes to the right to own properties,
none of the whole North Korean population
can fully enjoy the right. Furthermore, there
is a lack of freedom of movement. Along
with the May 30th Resolution, the Party
adopted Decree No. 149 whose contents are
to ban the hostile class from living “near the
Demilitarized Zone or coastal areas, within 50
km of Pyongyang or Kaesong or within 20 km
of any other large city” (UN Human Rights
Council, 2014).
None has freedom to choose work. All people
regardless of their Songbun are appointed
to certain work by KWP. They have no
freedom of religion. They have to practice
only Kim Il-sungism and Juche ideology.
Of course, they never have freedom of
speech. Moreover, North Koreans’ freedom of
association has been being violated. It is well
stated in a testimony “protest is equivalent to
death” (UN Human Rights Council, 2014).
Even they have no freedom to marry the one
who they want to marry. If they marry the one
in lower classes, they are dragged to the lower
class as well.
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TEARS OF AGONY AS SIERRA LEONE
ELECTED A NEW GOVERNMENT:AN EYE
FOR AN EYE MAKES A BLIND NATION.

and wounding with intent.1 Many people
suffered injuries, business was disrupted and
movement of people was restricted mainly
within the central part of the city, Freetown.

Amidu Kolakoh

Coordinator, Franziska Agricultural Farmers’ Association, Sierra Leone

My previous article on Citizens’ Right Watch
Volume 9 examined the likelihood of the
use of violence as a strategy in March 2018
general elections in Sierra Leone. The article
expressed that a peaceful election in Sierra
Leone could be achieved, if political leaders
and their constituent consider the election
to be a win-win rather than a win-lose
outcome and if they put national interest
above all other sentiments like ethnicity and
regionalism. However, the electoral process
has been punctuated by electoral violence
across the country mostly in the two main
political parties’ strongholds. The masses
who form the majority of the electorate are
perpetrators of violence on the one hand and
victims of violence on the other hand. People
suffer violent attacks based on their tribal,
regional and political lineages. This is an
election that was highly contested by sixteen
political parties in which the main opposition
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) emerged
victorious, defeating the ruling All People’s
Congress (APC) after a second round ballot as
no party attained the constitutionally required
55% of valid votes casted in the first round.
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Since independence, both parties SLPP and
APC have dominated the political scene
in Sierra Leone. The former remains the
dominant political party in the south-east
whilst the latter is the prevailing political
party in the north-west. Unlike other political
parties, the SLPP and APC have a long-term
established preponderance ethnical alignment
in their various strongholds since their
inceptions. Arguably, such regional dominance
and ethnical segmentation have been a
foundation of political intolerance during
elections as each party tries to make political
gains in the other’s stronghold. This situation
relates to violence that erupted during the just
concluded electoral process.
Sierra Leoneans took the polls on the 7th
of March 2018 with mixed feelings about
the peaceful election outcome on the one
hand and with high apprehension of vicious
outcome on the other hand as polling was
preceded by violence among supporters of
different political parties as well as strange
development earlier. First, at intra party level,
many aspiring candidates for member of
parliament symbols were disqualified based

on constitutional provision that prohibits
Sierra Leoneans with dual citizenship from
holding political positions in the country.
A high profile case in this saga was the
petition and court challenge on the citizenship
of the National Grand Coalition (NGC) party
presidential candidate, Dr. Kandeh Kolleh
Yumkella. He was accused of dual citizenship
which could have him disqualified from
contesting in the election if he had been found
guilty. However, the court could not decide
on this matter before the elections and had to
adjourn the case until after elections. This dual
citizenship situation provoked public attention
and widely perceived as inappropriate, witchhunting and a human right violation by the
APC led government as some of its members
of parliament and ministers were believed to
be dual citizens.
The nomination of the APC presidential
candidate Dr. Samura Kamara was followed
by violence in Freetown which resulted to the
arrest of fifty-five people on the 26th January
2018. They were charged with riotous conduct

Campaign period was also tarnished by
violence in some parts of the country.
A serious confrontation erupted between
APC and SLPP supporters in Kamalo in the
north, the hometown of the APC presidential
candidate. This fracas allegedly ensued when
supporters of the SLPP insisted on placing
campaign posters of their presidential
candidate, retired Brigadier Julius Maada Bio
on private facilities in the township which was
fervidly resisted by the locals. This resulted
into destruction of party posters, firing of
gunshots and injuring many people including
a police officer.2 Again, the APC’s campaign
in Kenema, eastern Sierra Leone, which is
a stronghold of the SLPP ended in violence
between supporters of both parties this also
resulted to damages on people.3 A popular
civil society activist named Alphonso Manley
who was playing an active role in electoral
process, critiquing electoral development was
cruelly beaten by unknown hooligans leaving
him in critical health condition.
Also, violence between APC and SLPP in
Waterloo led to serious injuries on supporters
of both parties and burning of SLPP
District Chairman’s vehicle. Two people
were charged to court by the Police with
unlawful possession of arms after they were
apprehended with machetes.4
Government’s decision to restrict vehicular
movement during polling day through a
memorandum of understanding which was
to be signed by political parties as a way of
curbing electoral violence during Election Day
was condemned by political parties including
the main opposition SLPP as being a violation
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on the rights and liberty of the citizens; they
maintained that Sierra Leone is not a police
state and election should be just like any other
normal day.⁵ However, there was restriction on
commercial vehicles during polling day which
affected people’s movement, the government
though offered vehicles to move voters. This
halted businesses and caused a rush to markets
to buy food stuff at higher cost the previous
days as traders capitalised on the situation.
As the National Electoral Commission
declared a second round between the APC
and the SLPP political activities, once more,
became intensified. There was renewed
violence which was being orchestrated by
politicians and key followers through hate
speeches, tribalism and regionalism.⁶ Kambia
and Port Loko Districts in the north became
hotspots of political intimidation and violence
against supporters of the NGC by APC
supporters who are of the opinion that the
NGC hindered their parties’ progress in the
first round. An independent female candidate
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in Port Loko town who defected from the
APC was harassed and intimidated by APC
supporters. In Pujehun and Kailahun districts
in the south-east, supporters of the APC and
independent candidates were intimidated,
verbally abused and suppressed and some had
their houses set ablaze.
As Retired Brigadier Maada Bio of the
SLPP was declared winner of the presidential
election their victory was welcomed by
extensive celebrations by party followers whilst
opposition supporters wallowed in dismay.
This victory has been followed by violence
mostly against the new opposition party,
APC supporters in the south-east and in
some parts in the Western Area and Northern
Province. People are beaten, houses and
business stalls are destroyed and thousands of
Northerners known to be APC supporters are
displaced especially from the eastern province,
burning of APC party office in Taiama in
the south which was allegedly done by SLPP
supporters.⁷ There was a violent confrontation

between supporters of the SLPP and police
officers in Kenema which resulted to the
death of civilians and serious injuries on police
officers and civilians. Growing disgruntlement
and fragility in the north led to a temporal
curfew being imposed at night by the police
in Makeni and Magburaka in the north. The
situation seemed to have gone out of control
in some parts of the country especially in
south-east and western areas with growing
reports of violence against opposition
supporters and former government officials.
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Following his sworn in, President Brigadier
(Rtd) Julius Maada Bio graciously called
for national unity and appealed to all Sierra
Leoneans to be law abiding. He reiterated
his commitment to succeed as a president
for the Republic of Sierra Leone and not
for his political party, SLPP. In pursuance
of peace and stability the SLPP leadership
appealed for calm and unity, but this has
not been honoured by desperate supporters.
However, persevered security sector have been
able to contain violence to some degree at
the moment.
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Violence is not just a means that created
fear in some places throughout the election
period as citizens suffered casualties based
on their political, tribal and regional lineages
its perpetration also exhibited a show of
might by supporters. However, people
are of the view that this is retribution on
APC supporters’ violent acts against SLPP
supporters when they won the 2007 general
elections. Unfortunately, an eye for an eye will
only make Sierra Leone a country of the blind
and would make leadership very difficult for
the new administration. It is high time the
government took strong stance against all
forms of violence to build a brighter Sierra
Leone under the SLPP slogan of ‘one country
one people’.
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GENDER EQUALITY IN THE COLLECTIVE
LABOR CONVENTIONS
Arlete Maracaipe Cardoso Freire
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Sciences at the Faculty of Law - University of Coimbra, Portugal

The recommendation n° 91 of 1951 and the
Article 2° of the Convention n° 154 of 1981 of
the International Labor Organization (ILO)
meant by Collective Labor Convention any
written agreement that relates to the terms
and conditions of employment between an
employer, a group of employers or several
organizations of employers, and one or more
workers organizations concerned, duly elected
and authorised by the latter in accordance with
the national legislation.
The convention that defines the concept of
collective agreement is unitary and overlaps
with the national particularisms that initially
regulated only the traditional issues related to
wages and working time that over the years has
been regulated over all possible aspects of the
labor relation, with a tendency to gain more and
more space in the world of labor.
The instrument gives bargaining power to
workers through a free organization, which is
why the idea of social progress is closely linked,
but should not be confused with the right of
protection. Its function is to generate balance
between the parts reducing the inequalities
without ceasing to support any of those involved.
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The agreement involves the most diverse
professions and sectors of activity in different
regions and therefore its application becomes
even more advantageous to the point that the
International Labor Organization treats the
subject as a viable possibility of solution of many
of the problems of the present labor future on
the agenda of the 104th Session held in the year
2015.
The latest reports of the International
Labor Organization have already discussed
the instrumentalization of the convention
as a means of promoting gender equality,
considering that work is essential to achieve
social justice. In this sense, the tendency is the
effectiveness of collective bargaining as a means
of guaranteeing, without distinction and/or
discrimination related to gender, a decent job
that gives the individual greater control over
his professional life and satisfaction of his basic
needs, priority objective of the International
Labor Organization.
According to the World Economic Forum1
the economic disproportion on gender equality
increased between 2015 and 2016, and if the
transformations that are slow and irregular

remain at this rate, inequality will not be leveled
in less than 170 years due to women’s difficulties
in building wealth, having paid work, not being
sexually abused, having management positions
and political representation.
Considering collective agreement as a means
of contributing to shaping the future of work,
and also the need to guarantee a decent job
capable of satisfying the basic needs of human
beings, the question arises as to the limits of the
effectiveness of this instrument, which enables
the worker who negotiates conditions that are

more appropriate for the performance of his or
her duties.
It follows that the clauses of the collective
bargaining agreement governing the labor
relations established between the organizing
organizations are authentic and ensure the
extension of their results also to entities not
represented by the granting associations.
The effectiveness of the application in the
specific case is due to the legal nature, not only
normative, but also mandatory2, both of which
are linked to the enforcement mechanism.
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This duality is elementary to respect and
compliance by those involved and tend to
produce legally effective results. With regard
to the normativity of the collective agreement,
it can be said that this is an abstract direction
that includes a power of coercion directed not
only to the parties involved, but also implies
rights and duties in the legal sphere that also
belongs to third parties3.
We must remember that the inequality and
oppression of women has not always been
a reality4 and that we have already covered
in matriarchal social regimes characterized
by feminine respect and visibility. Labor law
fits the social reality to achieve its purpose
of providing the necessary support for labor
relations and, therefore, to speak on gender
equality in labor law is not only an essential
but extremely relevant issue in achieving justice
based on the satisfaction of the basic needs of
human beings.
The article 2°, number 1, C of ‘ILO Convention
100’ lists among other viable mechanisms the
application of the principle of equal pay for
men and women workers in similar functions
and the possibility of collective agreements and
agreements between employers and workers.
The labor scene has serious concerns and
the theme has been at the heart of the ILO
since its founding in 1919, about the real
impact in the labor sphere, especially on the
reality of wages. The female labor force is
basically equivalent to that of men, according
to the statistical portal of the Francisco
Manuel dos Santos Foundation5, but there
are still major differences, especially in
underdeveloped countries.
Research indicates North America with the
best rates⁶ where less than 90% of women
receive lower wages, but on the other hand,
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the Middle East and North Africa show the
worst conditions with only 40% of women
receiving the equivalent of men. Progress is
considerable, but insufficient, as well as
constantly swinging for good and ill.

ENDNOTES

5 MINISTRY OF SOLIDARITY, EMPLOYMENT

1 RIDER, Guy. The future of work: centennial initiative. In:

Planning. The ILO and gender equality in the world of

The participation of women in organizations
aimed at retaining inequality and political
unrepresentation7 is one of the central
points of the problem due to the low female
participation in the various social areas and,
aware of the need to integrate women into
the work environment, the European Union
adopted important measures that were
established by the Parity Law8 in which, for
the Assembly of the Republic, the European
Parliament and local authorities, it would be
necessary to ensure a minimum of 33% of the
posts for each of the sexes.

<http://www.ilo.org/public/portugue/region/eurpro/lisbon/

What is questioned about the role of the
collective agreement as an instrument for
curtailing gender inequalities in the labor
field are the practical results that would then
be able to make feasible. In the Centennial
Dialogue, Guy Ryder, Director-General
of the ILO9 remains positive and certain
of improvements through the instrument,
although there is still criticism of this
measure. Counter-currents argue that such a
process would make it difficult to make quick
decisions and would compromise bipartite
or tripartite dialogue, but it is a viable option
considering possible outcomes.
It remains to be concluded that employers ‘and
workers’ organizations that are in a position to
regulate terms and conditions of employment
tend to contribute to the development of
policies that contribute to gender equality in
an effective way.
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characteristics and, therefore, the rules of interpretation of
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THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT IN LATIN
AMERICA: CLAIMING A LEGITIMATE
RIGHT OF PEOPLE

“... development is a global economic, social,
cultural and political process, which tends to
the constant improvement of the welfare of the
entire population and of all individuals based on
their active, free and meaningful participation
in the development and distribution just of the
benefits that derive from it “.
Thus, we can see that these instruments have
in common the observance and relationship
on RD so that people can access, enjoy
this right, achieve a decent life in equal
opportunities with their peers.

Waldo Rodrigo Aramayo Soliz

Lawyer with a Masters in international law, human rights and international
cooperation, partner of the law firm ARES law office in La Paz, Bolivia

Summary

Introduction

This article concerns the fact that the “recent”
right whose observation, implementation
and exercise is aimed to be conducted in
the Latin American population has been
urgently elusive for several factors (internal
and external), affecting its implementation,
enforcement and consolidation in the region.
For this reason, we will try to explain in an
orderly, structured and systematic manner
using various sources, resources and academic
contributions on this subject.

To mention the Right to Development (RD),
we must review its origins, its development
and its passage throughout history in our
region, thus, we will find a vast documentation
about the topic in question, that during its
process of theoretical construction involved
a large part of its predecessors who were
economists, sociologists, technocrats,
politicians, with a vision either orthodox or
heterodox of development; in this struggle
to make prevail some of the theories about
how third world countries should develop by
applying their experiments on society, leaving
it even poorer and plunged into misery.

This work will deal exclusively with the
implementation of the right to development
for that part of the Latin American
population that does not enjoy this right and
seeking to implement it at local, national,
regional and international levels; all this, in
order to ensure that developing countries
reach the levels of a dignified life and equal
opportunities, taking into account the
guidelines for strategic development agenda.
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These authors reflect different realities and/
or visions of study that in many cases differ
greatly from the palpable reality that each
society lives in the countries where these
theories have been applied, which have not
caused the expected effects in many cases.
It was intended to create, then, a “scientific”
theory that meets the needs of society as if it

were a manual that will provide satisfactory
solutions with the same process, and has
been shown and remains a false position
and a failure that is resounding, since, as has
been well noticed, in the social sciences, the
processes are changing, dynamic, evolving
from less to more, improving or worsening
according to several factors of the nature
of the realities in which they are taken as a
reference and in accordance to own identities,
sense of culture, worldview, etc.
However, to study this issue we could take as
reference several international instruments
such as the Charter of the United Nations, the
Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, or the
United Nations Declaration on the Right to
Development (DRD), which on purpose in its
preamble notes that:

In addition, it is necessary to recognize
that people must be placed at the centre of
development; they must ensure their active,
free and meaningful participation; guarantee
non-discrimination; distribute equitably
the riches and benefits of development;
respect self-determination and sovereignty
over natural resources; All of this must be
framed in a process that promotes other
civil, political, economic, social and cultural
rights, which will surely lead us to achieve
this right and to enjoy a dignified life under
equal conditions and respect for human rights.
For all the people and collective groups, where
the States, the International Organizations
and the population in general are those that
have the obligation to enforce and contribute
with policies so that the RD is an own
and common benefit, benefit of society in
general, establishing a New International
Economic Order (NIEO) where international
cooperation is promoted towards the least
developed countries in which the Latin
American countries undoubtedly are.
The central idea of this

article is to promote
and strengthen policies aimed at guaranteeing
the right to development and its real
application to favor the peoples of Latin
America and in this way recognize the full
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would enable them to access international
markets, while they managed to establish
a North-South debate environment, where
the big issues of development will be
studied together.
In the 1990s the trickledown theory
was experimented, indicating that the
development consisted of getting the poorest
countries to approach the guidelines of the
richest countries. This led to the identification
of development with economic growth,
thinking that, once it was given, it would
automatically produce beneficial effects for the
poorest sectors through this process

validity of the Declaration of the Right to
Development (DRD) and the other national,
regional and international instruments
that can contribute to the realization and
application of this right for the direct benefit
of the Latin American population, since
all human beings have the responsibility,
individually and collectively, for development,
having the need of full respect for this
inalienable right.
Background on the Right to Development
The RD goes back to the XVIII century,
where the intervention of the State in the
economic and social processes was generalized,
arriving this process to consolidate in the
XX century, leaving a theory of the RD,
but that still in these days it has many gaps
in the construction of a concept designed
for the achievement and enjoyment of the
primary rights.
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In Latin America there was resistance to the
idea of planning, due to the stigmatization
that involved carrying out activities that, as
was mistakenly believed, took place only in
the socialist countries, with the first attempts
at planning being carried out towards the
end of the 1950s. In this sense, the failure
of many planning policies was due, among
other causes, to the fact that the legal
systems of the countries of the region did
not offer the sustenance due to the plans,
lagging the processes of economic and
social transformation.
The RD was born in that moment of
convulsion in Latin America, with incidents
and repercussions, with the modernization
of the theorization on Human Rights (HR),
in addition to Rostow’s thinking and its
influence in Latin America. Then, in the 70’s,
countries with problems to improve their
development, raised the demand for a New
International Economic Order (NIEO) that

Currently, RD in Latin America is a subject of
studies where organizations such as ECLAC
try to create a contextual framework on how
to deal with this issue in the coming years
from a progressive and social perspective that
contributes to the development of members
called “peripherals” of Latin American society.
Conclusions
There are legal instruments “declarative” and
not “binding”, such is the case of the DRD
of 1986. Well, for millions of people, this
is a right that only exists in the theoretical
imaginary, since the conditions of inequality
that the world currently lives is very different
and in relation to the Latin American region
in the last decade, there has been a tendency
to increase the inequality and the gap that
separates the rich from the poor and therefore
the right to development of one and another
is not equitable and egalitarian.

be taken that help to take advantage of the
strengths to that the region can access that
right and the people can exercise and enjoy it.
It is in that sense, that we must also consider
that each country has its own identity with
diverse cultures, customs, worldviews, ways
of living and thinking, therefore, we must
seek an interrelation and integration of the
living space of all peoples in common for the
enjoyment of their rightful RD.
On the other hand, international
organizations have approved different
declarations and incorporated this RD
concept into treaties that have a projection
both on people and on peoples and, it is
intimately interconnected because only
people and their capacities can develop in
the framework of the development of the
communities in which they live.
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In a world that is changing by leaps and
bounds due to globalization, we cannot focus
all our attention on one or more theories on
how full development should be achieved,
but on the contrary, all possible tools should
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STANDING IN SOLIDARITY
WITH KASHMIR

for the Kashmir Conflict were thought of and
were tried to be put into place. However, this
conflict is not showing any sign of ending.

Zulekha Iqbal

Member of Student government, volunteering in schools and at the library running
children’s programs as well as fundraising and being an office assistant

On Monday, February 5, 2018, Kashmir
Solidarity Day was observed by Pakistan.
Pakistan observes this day to show their
support of the struggle for freedom in
Kashmir, and to show the people of Kashmir
that they are with them, and to pay respect to
those who lost their life fighting for freedom
in Kashmir. ¹
In 1947, India gained its independence from
Britain. It was also at this time that Pakistan
became its own country. Kashmir is a place
located between India and Pakistan. Kashmir
has the choice of becoming a part of India
or Pakistan or even remaining independent.
Kashmir has a great importance, and there is
also a history behind the region of Kashmir.
One figure of importance behind Kashmir is
the Indus River. The headwater of this river is
located in Kashmir. “Whomever controls the
headwaters, controls the river… [The Indus]
brings green fertile life wherever it flows.”²
The Kashmir Conflict is a fight over the
land between the two neighboring countries.
India wants Kashmir to be a part of India
and Pakistan wants Kashmir to be a part of
Pakistan. To obtain the prominent piece of
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land, there comes violence. This conflict is
not showing any sign of ending. No sign of
a ceasefire either. But, I really hope that this
issue will be resolved. I want the violence to
end. There should be freedom in Kashmir.
Human rights are being violated in Kashmir.
Life is a human right. This right is being
violated because innocent civilians in Kashmir
are being killed. There is so much mass
killings going on. Wars are being fought in
Kashmir. The people in Kashmir are being
killed because of the violence between India
and Pakistan. There is so much tension
in the border of Pakistan and India. And
Pakistan and India are blaming each other for
the violence.

There has been a long history of intolerance
between India and Pakistan. The UN was
involved in the Kashmir Conflict at one point.
In 1960, the Indus Waters Treaty, which
was issued by the World Bank, was signed
by both India and Pakistan. Furthermore,
in 2016 Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif gave a speech before the UN General
Assembly (Snow, 2016).³ The UN is dealing
with the Kashmir Conflict for a long time
now. And the issue has yet to be resolved.
The Kashmir Conflict has turned into
more than just a territorial dispute. This
conflict is way more complex and will affect
populations worldwide.
Many people have their own opinion on who
should get Kashmir. Some argue that if you
look at a map it shows that Kashmir belongs
to Pakistan, others say that a very important
leader Maharaja Singh once said that Kashmir
belongs to India. Every news outlet, in fact
every person has their own story to tell.
However, why can’t we just ask the people who
are being affected by this the most –Kashmiris?
When thinking of Kashmir, one would think
of paradise on earth. However, nowadays the
words death, destruction and genocide come
to mind.⁴ Kashmir is home to almost thirteen
million people.⁵ Both Muslims and Hindus
live there. “Kashmiris are tired of the cycle of
violence and the only way to attain peace was
through dialogue.”⁶ I’m pretty sure solutions

People in Kashmir are fighting for their
freedom. We should stand with them and
support them. This conflict needs to end. I
am with the people of Kashmir. What it is
that they want to do? I think that the best
solution to this problem is to ask the people
in Kashmir where they belong? Where do the
Kashmiris want to go? Do they want to be
a part of India or do they want to be a part
of Pakistan? What is the future of Kashmir?
Right now, Kashmiris are not Indian, and
they are not Pakistani. They are Kashmiris.
They have to have their own choice. This will
help achieve peace. In order for the conflict to
resolve, a strong dialogue needs to take place.
It is something that isn’t taking place now.
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ACCORDING TO ME...

right path to solve their problems. Lack of
education is also one of main causes of human
rights violence.

Sarfaraz Ahmed Sangi

So, human rights violations can be stopped or
at least can be controlled by educating people.
Raising human rights awareness can also help
to reduce the increasing ratio of violations,
let’s make more efforts to spread human rights
education and awareness.

Vice Chairman Pakistan Human Rights Forum

Having struggled for a long time for the
preservation of human rights, I have learned
a lot and the biggest lesson I have learned is
that if a someone who is sad smiles because
of me, that smile is great achievement and a
reward for me.
I am going to write about an important topic
which is also raised on different forums and I
would also like to highlight here, the role of
human rights activists.

How human rights violations can be stopped?
Before I start to write something about my
topic, I would like to share few lines from my
experience, from what I have seen, having
passed many years in a practical struggle
against human rights’ violations by talking,
writing, participating in protests on the road,
at press clubs, raising my voice in seminars in
favour of helpless, poor, needy, aggrieved and
oppressed people, during all that period I saw
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many sad faces and eyes full of tears, heard
their sorrowful cries, all of which I saw closely.
I saw how an individual usurps the rights
of another individual, I saw poor weeping,
suffering because of poverty, hunger and
joblessness. I knew that when one’s rights are
violated, how one suffers. I saw the aggrieved
and their grievances closely there are many
more stories that if I start to write about, they
will not fit in only one page.

A happy life is a fundamental right and better
health, food, job, education, safety and security
of life, justice and many more are rights that
should be equally provided to everyone.The
question, which my topic is also about arises
How human rights violations can be stopped?
There are many reasons behind human rights’
violations but among others, I would like to
highlight here two main reasons:

The Role of Human Rights Activists

Unawareness of Human Rights
During my period of struggle and as I
have observed, the majority of people who
experience some sort of struggling in life do
not have knowledge of their fundamental
rights or even what their fundamental rights
are and how their countries’ constitutions
and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights protect their rights. They suffer but
then do not even have knowledge how to face
their problems.
Lack of Education
I have observed that the majority of human
rights violations’ victims have limited or no
access to education and as education makes
an individual complete, without education
we are incomplete. If a person is educated and
fully aware of their rights, they can easily face
the hardness, identify and better understand
an issue’s root causes and easily seek the

We, human rights activists are advocates
of other people’s rights, we raise our voices
against injustice and violence, standing
together with a victim shoulder to shoulder,
not only talking in seminars but also struggling
on the road participating in protests, we move
our every step for the betterment and welfare
of others, without any discrimination of race,
religion or color. We believe that as a human
you have the right to live your life happily and
enjoy all the charms of life, we struggle day
and night everywhere in the world to bring
you all your basic needs and rights, and due
to that, we also face many ups and downs
and many problems too. Despite all that, we
still do not keep quiet, we struggle to bring a
charming smile on the face of others. I have a
lot of respect for senior human rights activists
who sacrificed their lives for others. Their
contribution is unforgettable and admirable.
I also have lot of respect for those who have
been struggling since long.
I appreciate all the nowadays human rights
activists around the world, may God bless you
all, keep smiling keep struggling...
In last, I would like to say thanks a lot to the
CRW for honoring me by giving my article a
place in this unique magazine, thanks CRW!

67

Greek that he did not understand. He refused,
and later his lawyer told him the paper was
a confession for human trafficking. Citizens
Rights Watch campaigned for his case in our
2016 newsletter series
As part of his bail conditions Aldeen was
unable to leave Greece because of his team’s
boat being registered in his name, he believes.
In September last year, he finally received the
news that he could leave the country, but he
still has a trial to attend on May 7. Despite his
ordeal, he has continued to work on the behalf
of refugees.

SALAM ALDEEN: HERO OF REFUGEES
ACCUSED OF PEOPLE TRAFFICKING.
Dervla Potter

TO COMPLETE

Aldeen’s story started in September 2015.
He was watching the news at his home in
Denmark, when he saw the images of Syrian
toddler Alan Kurdi washed up on a Turkish
beach. The pictures sent shockwaves around
the world. Horrified by what he saw, he set out
to Greece and two days later found himself on
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the island of Lesbos pulling boats of people
to land. Afterwards he would drive the new
arrivals to refugee camps. Aldeen recalls “What
I did that week changed my life”. Aldeen then
gathered other volunteers that wanted to help
the thousands of people, many of them fleeing
the conflict in Syria and Iraq.

For the next four months, day after day, he
helped bring boats filled with migrants to
land. Both he and his organisation, Team
Humanity, shared numerous videos and
photos of the rescue efforts on Facebook. The
scenes are familiar, rubber boat after rubber
boat landing on shore filled to the brim with
people. Many of them came from Syria and
Iraq, fleeing deadly conflicts. Often migrants’
passage from Turkey was precarious, and
Aldeen estimates he helped bring at least
15,000 people to dry land.

Aldeen is a human rights activist whose case
has previously been supported by Citizens
Rights Watch in 2016. Two years later he still
works with refugees despite the trial looming.
To support Aldeen and his team, check out
their Facebook page or their website.

In January 2016, Aldeen and his team
responded to a distress call and after receiving
reluctant permission to drag the boat to shore,
the team was confronted by angry officials
at the port authority. Later that night they
received another distress call on a WhatsApp
group sharing information among volunteers.
Here, Aldeen insists port authorities had given
the green light to them going out and told
them to make contact again once the capsizing
boat was located. At sea in pitch black and
searching for the boat, Aldeen says they were
intercepted by a coast guard vessel and ordered
back to land. They were detained and Aldeen
says he was asked to sign a document in
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The project has been successfully operating since
2016 fighting constantly towards social change
and equality for all women (trans, intersex
and cis), non-binary, agender and gender
variant people. Bryony, how was the idea for
the initiation of SIFH + conceived? What was
your inspiration?
Having worked in many different human
rights organisations, charities and campaign
groups, I found that too often the people
in charge were not people who had lived
experience of the issues we were dealing
with. More often than not these structures
were also built by people who had a lot of
privilege, and no real understanding of the
needs of those they support or campaign for,
this led to problematic systems and unhelpful
power dynamics where the people who are
being supported had the least power, were the
least heard and were not in charge of their
own decisions.

INTERVIEW: SEE IT FROM HER + (SIFH +)

SIFH+ was built on the idea that people who
experience oppression need to be able to be
in charge of their own experiences, their own
stories and their own identity.

Athanasia Zagorianou

What does the project’s name SIFH+ stand for
and what is the project’s mission and goals?

CRW Researcher & Content Editor, CV Newsletter

See It From Her + (SIFH +) is a project that
is based in Bristol, UK and was initiated by
Ms. Bryony Jade Ball, SIFH + Founder and
Human Rights Activist & Campaigner.
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Using photography and image, Bryony and
the SIFH + inspirational team have been
working tirelessly towards the support and
empowerment of all women (trans, intersex
and cis), non-binary, agender and gender
variant people who feel or have faced
oppression because of their gender identity.

SIFH+ stands for ‘See It From Her+’. The
‘+’ is important as it signifies other gender
identities that often are excluded from
women’s spaces, such as non-binary folk
or gender fluid folk. They receive similar
oppression because of their gender with added
disadvantages and dangers, because their
gender is a minority. Women, non-binary folk
and minority genders still have less power and
opportunity than men. Our voices are still the
least heard in society and when our stories
are in the public eye, we are either forced into
narrow stereotypes –our identities defined

by someone else, or when we tell our own
stories we are subjected to criticism, judgment,
victim blaming and often abuse. See It From
Her+ wants to take back ownership of our
identities and experiences, and make you
‘see it from’ our perspectives. Our mission is
creating a society where women, non-binary,
agender and gender variant people have
real representation One of our main goals
towards this is creating more spaces where
people feel safe to talk. Within our work we
have a lot of conversations about privilege
and understanding each others needs. We
feel that understanding the importance of
intersectionality is the biggest priority when
it comes to creating safe spaces, as well as
ensuring that people with lived experience are
leading each project.
One of the project’s most inspiring initiatives is
the Bourke-White Programme. Would you like to
share with us a few words about this programme
and its aims?
The Bourke-White Programme is a one-toone mentoring programme where individuals
receive ten weeks of support from a female or
non-binary photographer. Each mentoring
programme is uniquely created and led by the
mentee so that they get the kind of support
they need in the way that they choose.
Although the programme is for any woman,
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non-binary, agender or gender variant person,
we encourage referrals from those who have
mental health problems and less access to
support, as we offer a lot of flexibility in
our approach, where other projects might
not. The aim of this project is not just to
share ideas and support someone to learn
photography skills, but to use creativity and
discussion together, as a tool to relieve and
explore mental health. As someone who has
experienced PTSD and who battles mental
health daily, I have personally benefited from
using photography and creativity to help with
these struggles. This was where the initial idea
grew from.

Among other activities, SIFH + has been holding
and running events and exhibitions that aim
to raise awareness and build an open dialogue
towards tackling gender inequality, sexism and
discrimination. What should we expect from
SIFH + in the near future?
The two projects we have coming up next are
‘misrepresentation of being trans’; a transled project in June which is particularly
important at the moment considering the
amount of transphobia in the media, and
our other project, focused on those affected
by immigration detention, which will
also be in June. These will both involve an
exhibition and an event exploring these issues
further. We also want to start more regular
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discussion events based around identity
misrepresentation later this year.

Leave that for someone else. Create your own
spaces where you feel safe, supported and
surrounded by people who share your values or
experiences, and who understand and respect
you. Don’t be ashamed of mental health
— it is ok to not be ok. Most importantly
remember to look after yourself and put
yourself before the work you do.

How can we and other people who wish to be a
part of SIFH + projects and activities help and
who should we contact?
The main thing we need is funding. While
we have been lucky enough to receive grant
funding for some of our projects this type
of funding is often restricted to certain
timescales and outcomes which offers no
flexibility. Because we respond directly to need
and involve people’s personal experiences we
need more unrestricted funding to enable us
to run projects that are adaptable, accessible
and take into account mental health. We really
welcome independent regular donations of any
amount. If you can help then please contact
info@seeitfromher.com. If you would like to
be involved in SIFH+ as a volunteer or you
have an idea for a project then please get in
touch at the same email.
Despite the young of your age you have a
remarkable background in human rights
activism, advocacy and campaigning while
you are currently working towards the
implementation of a new project in Bristol, the
BSSP Union for survivors’ human rights. Would
you like to share a few words about this new
initiative? What does motivate you and what
would you advise on other young people that they
wish to follow your example?
Bristol Survivors and Supported People’s
Union is a Union set up entirely by survivors
for survivors. We have only recently set
ourselves up and it was in direct response to
the lack of appropriate services and service
provision in Bristol for survivors.
I think I am motivated often by injustice; by
the experiences of all my friends and different

If you could broadcast a message / advice to the
whole world what would that be?
Listen. Really listen to others before you
speak.
Sometimes the most important thing you can
do is let someone else speak before you.
Thank you very much!
CITIZENS RIGHTS WATCH
survivors that I meet, by my own experience
of being a survivor and by those that continue
to tirelessly challenge the systems that oppress
them despite how hard it is.

www.citizensrw.org

I have only done the amount of work I have
done as it is not just me alone; I am privileged
to work alongside amazing people who I could
not do without and who made these projects
happen with me.
I don’t really like giving out advice but this
is the advice that I give to myself: Be really
true to yourself and remember to not change
who you are for someone else. If you feel
like you can’t be yourself in an organisation
or space and you feel oppressed then leave
(when you can). Sometimes we feel we need
to make change from the inside but if that is
causing too much stress and using too much
of your energy then you don’t need to do it.
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ON THE SHELF- READING HUMAN
RIGHTS.

offers a glimmer of hope to a country on the
brink of destruction. Mosquito is by turns
heart breaking and uplifting, a first novel of
remarkable and compelling power, that is
followed by novels of similar statue.

Here’s our pick of fiction and non-fiction works for this newsletter edition that
evoke a strong sense of human rights and inspiration to stand up for our rights as
citizens and humans of every description.

Butterfly: From Refugee to Olympian: My
story of Rescue, Hope and Triumph
Yusra Mardini
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This inspiring story of teenager Yusra Mardini
depicts her journey from refugee to Olympic
swimmer as she traverses extreme difficulties
to ensure her safety. Mardini, travelling from
Syria to Greece with other refugees when
she realised the boats engine shut down
and without hesitation, dove into the water
to somehow drag the sinking boat for 3
hours closer to the distant shore by her own
strength. This bold act of bravery saved the
lives of the 20 refugees on board, and Butterfly
tells her story of how she determinedly
worked towards a lifelong goal to compete in
the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro as a member
of the Refugee Olympic Team in 2016. The
story also brings us up to date with Mardini’s
work as a UN Goodwill Ambassador and she
writes that she is eager to tell her story with
the hopes that readers will remember that
refugees are ordinary people in extraordinary
circumstances, fleeing their homes. In today’s
political climate, this story is guaranteed to
inspire and educate diverse readers form every
background. Carole Tonkinson, publisher at
Bluebird said Mardini’s remarkable courage
and determination make her “an inspiration
to us all and a role model for young people
around the globe”. This is our most recent
entry for this newsletter edition.

Mosquito
Roma Tearne
The conflict turned full blown civil war
between Tamil rebels and Sinhalesedominated Sri-Lankan government in 1983
provides the backdrop to Tearnes first novel,
published in 2007. Her characters are shaped
by the war in their country, and their lives
are forever altered when insurgency explodes.
Tearne uses exquisite narrative style to
intertwine the lives of two characters; Theo
Samarajeeva, a middle aged novelist and
artist Nulani Mendis. Tearne captures the
desperation, fear and hope of love during
wartime, showing multiple sides of the human
capacity for survival. She perfectly depicts
the characters gnawing loss of their tortured
land, amid the threat of civil war, their pairing

I am Troy Davis
Jen Marlow, Martina Davis-Correia and Troy
Anthony Davis
This reality driven piece tells the story of
the iconic man who became the face of
the campaign to end the death penalty in
America. I am Troy Davis takes us inside a
broken legal system where life and death
hang in the balance. A testament to family
and perseverance, the co-authored novel tells
the story of fighting for innocence and the
resilience of love and belief. This is a painful
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yet important book that brings us face to face
with the human impact of the death penalty
system, which prompts us to think deeply
about the flaws in the American criminal
judicial system and inspires us to stand with
all those who have been wrongfully placed on
death row. Its poignant and powerful narrative
allows us to challenge the notion that the
taking of one life can be answered by the
taking of another”.

different human rights groups to be able
to work together to effect change. While
working with political prisoners in the late
1970’s, Argentina’s military dictatorship
arrested, tortured and held him for over a
year. During this time he was adopted as a
“prisoner of conscience” and after his release,
he moved to the United States and continued
a lifelong fight for the rights of others. His
lessons he has learned over the years assist us
with our current struggles. In Taking a Stand,
Méndez sets out an authoritative and incisive
examination of torture, detention, exile, armed
conflict and genocide, whose urgency is even
greater in the wake of some countries recent
disastrous policies towards ignoring and
brushing aside human rights. His testimony
is not only a personal history of devotion
to defending human dignity but also a
thoughtful perspective on the evolution of the
human rights idea. It is a stimulating account
of someone who has spent all their life in the
human rights movement.

Drawing on her own experiences, she offers
an artfully nuanced explanation of why the
gender divide is harmful to men and women
alike. This is one authors exploration of what
it means to be a woman today- and an of-themoment rallying cry for why we should all
be feminists.

We Should All Be Feminists
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Taking a Stand: The Evolution of
Human Rights
Juan E. Méndez
After experiencing human rights abuse at
first hand, Méndez offers a new strategy for
holding governments accountable for their
actions, providing an essential blueprint for
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Originally a TED Talk produced in 2012
and viewed more than 3 million times, the
adapted essay of the same name aims to
give a definition for the 21st century form of
feminism. Including anecdotes and analyses
about what it means to be a feminist,
recognising the fact that society as a whole
must change the way we are if we are to
reach equality. Eloquently argued with traces
of humour and levity, the unique definition
of feminism that Adichie unwraps is one
rooted in inclusion and awareness. Shining
a light on blatant discrimination and even
the more insidious institutional behaviours
that marginalise women around the world,
she better helps her readers to understand
the often masked realities of sexual politics.
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HUMAN RIGHTS CINEMA
Cinema amongst other things, is a unique
language for communicating through
emotional triggers. The storytelling power of
a film knows no boundaries. In the following
section we have chosen some must watch films
that every citizen will profit by watching.
We want to inspire you into using films for
organizing events for human rights issues. For
example, you can screen a film in a theatre,
a cafe, a school class, or in any place you can
think of, and initiate a discussion about issues
that are relevant to your community. We are
here to help you out in this process! Contact
us and we will provide you with all the knowhow, advice, resources and support to make
this happen.

being.’ The opening remark of the trailer for
Ai Weiwei’s new documentary about migrants
seeking safety is a poignant reminder of the
fact that right now, tens of millions of men,
women and children have been displaced from
their homes – and that we must do more to
help them.

13th (2016)

Whose Streets?
Whose Streets? takes a look at the uprising
that followed the killing of Michael Brown,
an unarmed black teenager who was shot
dead by police in Ferguson, Missouri in 2014.
A community-driven movement developed
in the aftermath of Brown’s death, and this
documentary focuses on seven of its key
figures. The film serves as a chilling reminder
that for some people in the United States, the
battle for the right to life lives on strong.

‘Being a refugee...is the most pervasive kind of
cruelty that can be exercised against a human
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Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jW0h4WTW3_M

Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DVZGyTdk_BY

For this Human Rights Cinema section we
chose the following films:

Human Flow

RESIST (2018)

Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=upiJnjJSerw

This critically-acclaimed documentary derives
its title from the 13th Amendment, which
banned slavery—except as punishment for
a crime. (Seriously, it’s right there in the
Constitution.) From there, Ava DuVernay
enlists the expertise of scholars, activists,
ex-convicts, and politicians to connect the
dots straight to today’s mass incarceration
system, which disproportionately criminalizes
African-Americans. This is a lesson you can
get right on Netflix.
Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V66F3WU2CKk

OK, this is technically a docuseries, but each
episode is so short it makes the cut. It centers
on Patrisse Cullors, co-founder of Black Lives
Matter, as she and a group of community
organizers work together to shut down a new
jail L.A. county is trying to break ground on.
If you want to see how grassroots activism
really works, this is a firsthand account. Rosario
Dawson and other recognizable figures make an
appearance as well.

Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power
A decade after An Inconvenient Truth brought
the climate crisis into the heart of popular
culture, comes the riveting and rousing followup that shows just how close we are to a real
energy revolution. Former Vice President Al
Gore continues his tireless fight, traveling
around the world training an army of climate
champions and influencing international
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CARTOONS

climate policy. Cameras follow him behind
the scenes - in moments both private and
public, funny and poignant--as he pursues the
inspirational idea that while the stakes have
never been higher, the perils of climate change
can be overcome with human ingenuity
and passion.
Source: Official film site:
http://www.aninconvenientsequel.com/
The assist surely wasn’t intentional, but
Donald Trump has provided Al Gore with
a heck of an ending for An Inconvenient
Sequel: Truth to Power, adding a sense of
urgency to this dutiful follow-up to the
documentary that officially wedded Gore,
Hollywood and environmental activism, An
Inconvenient Truth.
It’s hardly a spoiler that the hopeful notes
that Gore sounds during this decade-later
sequel about climate action--including
his efforts to smooth the way for the Paris
Climate Accords-- are delivered a conspicuous
setback by Trump’s decision to pull out of the
agreement. In terms of rallying the faithful,
it’s hard to think of anything that would do
more to call attention to the film and Gore’s
25-year crusade. Source: Brian Lowry, CNN,
July 27, 2017
Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=huX1bmfdkyA

Aseem Trivedi

Constructing the Terrorist Threat
Deepa Kumar, one of the nation’s foremost
scholars on Islamophobia, looks at how
Muslims have become the predominant face
of terror in U.S. news and entertainment
media-- even though terror attacks by white
extremists have far outnumbered attacks by
Muslim Americans since 9/11.

Aseem Trivedi is a political cartoonist and free speech activist. His website was blocked and he
was arrested for his anti corruption cartoons in 2012. He seeks to support writers, artists and
others facing injustice, tries to create awareness and mobilize social media users to participate
in campaigns demanding the end of injustice. You can contact him about the cases you think
should be supported through his cartoons and see more of his work at his website,
http://www.bandw.in/p/about.html

Arguing that racialized threats have long
been used to induce moral panics and advance
anti-democratic policies, Kumar explores how
ruling elites have been raising the specter
of Arab and Islamic terror since the 1970s
to justify militarism, war, and curbs on civil
liberties. From the Iran-Hostage Crisis in
1979 to the “war on terror” after 9/11 to the
rise of ISIS today, she argues that Americans
have been taught to fear Muslims out of all
proportion to reality, presenting a wealth
of eye-opening data about the actual threat
level posed by Muslim terrorists in the
United States.
Constructing the Terrorist Threat offers a
clear-headed assessment of terrorism that
couldn›t be more timely and urgent given
the politics of fear that now dominate our
political landscape.
Watch the trailer here:
https://shop.mediaed.org/constructing-theterrorist-threat-p707.aspx
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Atena Farghadani is an Iranian artist and political activist, who iscurrently imprisoned. Amnesty
International considers her a prisoner of conscience. She was arrested for her cartoon, in which
she criticized a draft law which would outlaw voluntary sterilisation restrict access to measures
of birth control, she portrayed Iranian government officials as monkeys and goats.
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collaborations with
any human rights organization.
Citizens
Rights
In solidarity! Partners
Watch
We support & collaborate with the following NGOs,
and we are open to collaborations with any human
rights organization. In solidarity!

an article
on a human rights
Write an article on a human rights issueWrite
and email
it to us at:
issue and email it to us at:
newsletter@citizensrw.org
newsletter@citizensrw.org
*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or opinion, for the next newsletter, is the 15th of March 2017. Thank you!
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