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How CRW Works?

Citizens Rights Watch, is an international human 
rights non-governmental organization comprised 
by professional volunteers from around the globe.
 Its volunteers include politics experts, lawyers, 
journalists, and academics.

Citizens Rights Watch is utilizing new technologies, 
and through online activism, is raising awareness of 
human rights violations, focuses on educating the 
people about their rights, and advocates through all 
media possible for citizens' rights around the world.

Philosophy:
Citizens Rights Watch promotes, supports, and work as an 
effective tool to protect Human Rights as stated in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Vision:
Monitor governments' compliance to THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS with focus on 
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights.

Mission:
To encourage and drive ruling authorities in the world to focus on their citizens rights. Through online 
activism, and by using innovative technological tools, to push for the realization of universal human rights.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizens_Rights_Watch
www.citizensrw.org
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A letter from our 
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liozi
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Contact us:

By Dr Zoi Aliozi 
SG of CRW 

Join us, we need your support! 
Thank you!

London, April 2016

You are all welcome to read our 4th Newsletter. Through this 
triennial e-magazine, we aim at raising human rights 
awareness, giving people a chance to participate actively in 
our human rights work, and provide a platform where 
citizens voices can be heard . 

We cordially welcome our new authors and fellow activists 
who are coming from all around the world, and through their 
contributions we can raise awareness about human rights 
issues that are not part of the mainstream media’s first pages.
In Citizens Rights Watch, we have one mission: to contribute 
in the progressive realization of human rights for us and the 
future generations, by monitoring governments and the 
political will of power-holders in relation to human rights 
policies and promises. In doing so we condemn injustices, 
raise awareness of human rights violations, and push for 
change in a democratic way, by uniting our voices in 
demanding our rights. By using the tool of political shame to 
keep governments accountable for wrong practices, and for 
failing to fulfill their promises for human rights protection.

We use the power of the new technologies, and the 
unprecedented opportunity to connect Online and 
communicate with thousands like-minded people. Our motto 
is: United Our Voices Become Stronger!

We are basing our human rights work on Online activism, 
and on the power that peoples can exercise when united, 
against the arbitrary interferences of our governments. We 
needed a platform to advocate for human rights and speak 
out about injustices. That been said, you are all welcome to 
join us, and use our resources to that ends as well. We are a 
newly founded human rights advocacy group, with little 
resources, but we are growing through the need of our 
activists to speak up in an impartial and free way about 
human rights. 

You are all welcome to join us, and contribute from 
whichever post you see fit. Contact us through social media or 
email us, follow us on twitter, or check out our website. We 
welcome articles, letters, or campaign suggestions, new 
members, activists, and friends!

We have to understand that we are all connected. An injustice far away, 
is an injustice everywhere! We cannot turn a blind eye to the suffering of 
the innocent. This will not work. The fire in one side of the forest will 
eventually come to our backyard. We share a home, and this is our 
planet. We have more in common than we have differences. We need to 
work together, in solidarity towards peace and human rights, if we wish 
to survive and live sustainable, for us, our children and future 
generations. 

The refugee crisis is a symptom, we need to work in eliminating its root 
cause, and the cause is the war.

The refugees came to our European backyard in Greece, we cannot 
longer say that the fire is far away…and remember when the house is 
burning you don't try to save the silver, but the children.

The rhetorics of hate will not work no more... and even if they gain 
ground in the minds of people, there is a role for human rights NGOs to 
bring balance to the debates by highlighting the issues at stake from a 
humanitarian perspective with respect for human rights for all, 
everywhere and forever.

zoi@citizensrw.org
www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/


Editors Note
Human Rights in Crises
What you need to know  
about the Refugee Crisis.

 By Dr Zoi Aliozi 
SG of CRW 

Contact us:
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Idomeni is the most burdened area on European soil at the 
moment. There are more than 5000 children camping there in 
inhumane conditions. This is a small Greek village located in 
Central Macedonia on the border with FYROM the Former 
Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia. Lets be clear Macedonia is 
where the refugees are being  hosted and the Former Yugoslavian 
Republic of Macedonia is where they are being shot at and 
sprayed with tear gas. On April FYROM's police fire tear gas and 
rubber bullets at refugees trying to break through Greek border.

What does Europe has to say about it?
 The silence of the official bodies is deafening.

THE EU-TURKEY DEAL 
SHOULD BE STOPPED

According to the official UN statistics the number of forcibly displaced 
worldwide, reach 59.5 million people. The Syrian refugee crisis we all 
came to know since 2011 however, became "urgent" for the 
international community, when waves of refugees stepped on European 
soil. We do not choose one geographical area over another; we do not 
believe that the rights of humans in Europe worth more than in any 
other place. However, in Europe we have the tools we need to fight for 
our rights, the European Convention on Human Rights, the European 
Court of Human Rights, the democratic ideals that no-one can turn a 
blind eye to, and the commitments of the European governments to 
protect and fulfill the rights of all. However the reaction of the 
European leaders has been very disappointing. A visit in hot-spots in 
Greece will convince anyone that the refugee crisis requires 
humanitarian policies at place. Everything happens quite fast, and as 
it seems without a clear plan. We get the only real information 
from volunteers on the ground and social media, instead of the 
official spokespersons. The civil society and the waves of volunteers that 
arrive in Greece from all over the world and the social 
movement that was formed for providing the basics to 
refugees have done wonders so far, and much more than the 
duty-bearing institutions of Europe.
We need to understand that Greece is suffering in many fronts, going 
through a massive economic crisis, the high unemployment, the many 
living in poverty, facts that volunteers in Greece and many refugees 
alike are unaware. Greece, in the absence of European help, a bankrupt 
country unable to provide for its own citizens in many cases, is feeding 
53,000 refugees two meals a day through catering companies which is 
undoubtedly very expensive. On April 2016, the European 
Commission announced the funding of local and international NGOs, 
to assist in this process and improve the living conditions of refugees 
in the country. We are talking about April 2016, when Greece is 
already 5 years into the refugee crisis. Too little too late critics say. 
Parallel to that we witnessed the criminal EU-Turkey agreement for 
relocating refugees as if they are livestock. It is a long list of wrong 
practices, EU has been proven to be very unprepared for collective 
action when it comes to humanitarian problems.
The rules and principles are all there, we have the European Convention 
of Human Rights and the equivalent court in place, so there is no 
question about the canvas on which all policies should be formed on. 
However, the leadership groups are the ones that should be blamed, 
they are the ones carrying the duty of care, they are the duty-bearers. 
Hoever, we as European citizens have also a duty to monitor their 
actions and follow up on their promises. In doing so, we should demand 
more transparency, we need to know how the decision making bodies 
are acting, how they justify their decisions and policies. The leaders of 
Europe are acting on our behalf, in the model of any democratic 
government. Lets use the democratic tools and lets be active citizens, 
because in any democracy the duties on the citizens do not stop when 
we elect our representatives.

This is the beginning from 'I' to 'WE'.  

Solidarity has regained its meaning. Emphasis should be given on the 
social movement that emerged due to the refugee crisis. The 
movement of benevolent volunteers, who despite the propaganda of 
hate and the spreading of lies by the popular media, they choose to 
donate their time, clothes, money, skills to help their fellow human 
beings. These are the ones that deserve all the peace prizes in the world.

The propaganda of the media is ridiculous, if not criminal. The 
misinformation reaches the refugees stack in the border of Idomeni 
and other refugee camps. Greece was not ready for this, but Europe 
should have been. This is not a Greek problem, but a European one, 
which needs international cooperations and collaborations. 
We have said since day one of the European agreement with Turkey, 
that Turkey is not a safe country for refugees. We continue to advocate 
against this agreement since this plan needs to be stopped immediately. 

Say No to the #EUTurkeyDeal by using these hashtags.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
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BRIEF 
human rights 

OVERVIEW 
(January -April 2016) 

What are the most 
significant human rights  

issues raised since our 
previous Newsletter? 

By Athanasia Zagorianou 
CRW Researcher & Content 

Editor of ‘Citizens Voices’ 

Contact us:

Activists' reports 1. 2016 Terrorist Attacks
After the latest violent attack of the Islamic state of Iraq and Levant (ISIL) 
in Paris that left more than one hundred people dead, on 22 March 2016 
Europe accepted another hit by ISIL in Belgium. During the attacks at 
Brussels airport, Zaventem and the Maalbeek metro station, Brussels, 32 
people lost their lives and 300 were injured. 
However, this is not the only terrorist attack since the beginning of 2016. 
Here are some of the most notable and violent terrorist attacks that 
occurred during these last 4 months (some of which went unnoticed):
In January, Turkey, Indonesia and Burkina Faso were hit by violent 
terrorist groups. Particularly, on 12 of January in Istanbul a suicide 
bombing by a member of ISIS left 13 people dead while on 14 of January 
eight people died in Jakarta, Indonesia during a series of suicide 
bombings and shootings by ISIS.   Later, on 15 January the Al-Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and Al-Mourabitoun terrorist groups 
attacked the Splendid Hotel in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso killing 
approximately 30 people. On 16 of January ISIS claimed responsibility 
over one more attack in Deir ez-Zor, Syria, where hundreds of people 
were killed and kidnapped. ISIS continued its brutal attacks over the next 
few months by killing hundreds during the Sayyidah Zaynab and Homs 
bombings in Syria. On 30 of January, Boko Haram attacked Dalori village 
in Nigeria killing approximately more than 80 people. In February, 
Turkey fell victim to two bombing attacks by the militant group 
Kurdistan Freedom Falcons while a suicide bomber in Kabul, Afghanistan 
killed 20 people. The Taliban claimed responsibility over the attack. On 
8th of February, ISIS executed more 300 people in Mosul, Iraq, while 
Pakistan, which has been the victim of several fatal attacks during these 
past months, was severely hit again on 27 of March in Lahore with 
approximately 70 people dead and more than 300 injured. 

2. European Refugee & Migrant Crisis: EU–Turkey Agreement
While during these last months the European refugee and immigrant
crisis is deteriorating, in March the EU decided to deal with the ongoing
crisis by signing a deal with Turkey. According to this agreement “all new
irregular migrants crossing from Turkey into Greek islands will be
returned to Turkey; and for every Syrian returned to Turkey from Greek
islands, another Syrian will be resettled from Turkey to the EU”. In return
Turkey will receive aid and free-visa movement of Turkish citizens in
Europe.  Even though Jean-Claude Juncker, European Commission
President notes that the agreement “respects all European Union and
international norms. […] [and] the principle of non-refoulement will be
respected”, human rights groups raise high concerns over the course of
this deal and argue that it goes against the EU’s international and
European human rights legal . obligations. “I am deeply concerned about
any arrangement that would involve the blanket return of anyone from
one country to another without spelling out the refugee protection
safeguards under international law," said U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi about the agreement.

3. Pakistan Passes Historic Women’s Rights Bill.
On 1 March 2016, Governor of Punjab, Rajwana signed the historic Protection of
Women against Violence Bill 2015. According to the UN’s Gender Equality Index,
Pakistan is ranked 147th in the list of 188 countries due to the low status of women in
reproductive health, empowerment & labour market. The bill that has been
unanimously passed by the parliament protects women from physical, psychological
and sexual abuse and is a landmark step forward for the empowerment of women’s
rights & their legal protection in the country.

4. Mississippi & North Carolina: Anti-LGBTI Law
In March 2016, North Carolina passed the Public Facilities Privacy & Security Act
commonly known as the House Bill 2 (HB 2) which has been signed into law by
Governor Pat McCrory. According to HB 2, individuals should use the lavatories in
accordance to their biological sex as it appears in their birth certificate. The Bill is a
clear discrimination of LGBTI rights and forces transgender people to use only the
restrooms that corresponds to their gender identity (as it appears in their birth
certificate), violating the individual’s personal autonomy. Another controversial anti-
LGBTI law that discriminates people based on their sexual orientation and preferences
was signed this April by Governor Phil Bryant in Mississippi. The House Bill 1523,
titled "Protecting Freedom of Conscience from Government Discrimination Act"
regulates that “marriage is or should be recognized as the union of one man and one
woman, sexual relations are properly reserved to such a marriage, and male (man) or
female (woman) refer to an individual's immutable biological sex as objectively
determined by anatomy and genetics at time of birth.(Section 2, HB 1523)” Based on
this law, individuals, businesses and religious organization are allowed to refuse to
provide their services to people who offend the person’s “sincerely held religious belief
or moral conviction for persons.”

5. Syria Marks its 5th War Anniversary
On 15th of March Syria marked its fifth war anniversary. The Syrian internal conflict
that broke out in 2011 as an anti-government uprising has had devastating
consequences on people’s lives. “Syria is the biggest humanitarian and refugee crisis of
our time" said Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.
According to the UN the war “has spawned 4.8 million refugees in neighbouring
countries, hundreds of thousands in Europe, and 6.6 million people displaced inside
Syria against a pre-war population of over 20 million”. Since Syria is not a member
state of the Rome Statute, which establishes the International Criminal Court (ICC), it
cannot be prosecuted to the ICC for crimes against humanity and war crimes.
However, based on Article 13 (b) of the Rome Statute such crimes can be prosecuted to
ICC via UN Security Council’s referral. Until now, the UN Security Council has failed
to do so, as Russia and China both casted a veto on a draft UN resolution asking the
Syrian crisis to be referred to the ICC in 2014. On this fifth war anniversary, UN
Secretary General Ban Ki Moon called once more “the Security Council to refer the
situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court,” noting that “in Syria as
elsewhere, peace without justice is not sustainable.”

www.citizensrw.org
https://www.facebook.com/CitizensRW/
https://twitter.com/citizensRW
https://www.youtube.com/user/CitizensRW
http://www.citizensrw.org/
http://www.citizensrw.org/
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European 
Refugee & 
Immigrant 
Crisis: Still 

Unresolved

By Athanasia Zagorianou 
CRW Researcher & Content 

Editor of ‘Citizens Voices’ 
nassia@citizensrw.org

Immigrant, Refugee or Asylum Seeker?

For the purpose of this article, first we should try to explain 
the terms immigrant, refugee and asylum seeker that have 
lately become an issue of confusion and debate in the media 
with many arguing about their loose usage. Referring to the 
current refugee and immigrant crisis in Europe, these terms 
are often used interchangeably but in reality they have 
distinct meanings.
So, what is the distinction among these terms?
The broad definition of the term “immigrant” can be 
comprehended as a person who moves temporarily or 
permanently to another country other than the one of his/her 
nationality. Even though the reasons that a person decides 
to mitigate vary, those who move seeking a better 
employment or living conditions are generally defined as 
economic migrants. 
However, it is worth noting here that we should not confuse 
forced immigration with the volunteering one. There is a 
difference between these two. According to the International 
Organization for Migration’s (IOM’s) definition, forced 
immigration is:“a migratory movement in which an element of 
coercion exists, including threats to life and livelihood, 
whether arising from natural or man-made causes (e.g. 
movements of refugees and internally displaced persons as 
well as people displaced by natural or environmental 
disasters, chemical or nuclear disasters, famine, or 
development projects)”.  
The international law’s definition of the term refugee as 
provided by the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees also known as 1951 Refugee 
Convention does not cover events of armed conflicts or 
environmental/natural disaster.
Under the 1951 Refugee Convention,  a “refugee” is defined 
as a person who “owing to a well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group or political opinion, 
is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, 
owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the 
protection of that country;

 or who, not having a nationality and being outside the 
country of his former habitual residence as a result of such 
events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
return to it” (Article 1A(2)). Based on this, fleeing war or 
disaster does not guarantee to a person that he/she will be 
granted a refugee status by a host country.
In practice though, refugee is considered a person whose 
asylum application has been successful and has been 
officially granted the refugee status while an "asylum 
seeker" is a person who has arrived in a host country and 
applied for asylum under the 1951 Refugee Convention. 
However, applying for asylum does not mean that the 
person is considered immediately a refugee. The host 
country has a particular process to examine whether an 
applicant is eligible to become a refugee and often fleeing 
war, violence or calamity is not an adequate reason.

European Refugee & Immigrant Crisis

Since 2015, the European refugee and immigrant crisis 
has escalated, with thousands of people traveling either 
across the Mediterranean Sea or through Southeastern 
Europe in hope for a better and safer future.
In 2015 more than a million refugees and immigrants 
arrived in Europe by sea, while since the start of 2016 
there were already more than one hundred thousand 
arrivals, says the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR).

With the majority of people seeking refuge from war, 
violence and prosecution and coming mainly from the 
war torn Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and Eritrea, Europe had 
to take immediate action to respond effectively to the 
increasing number of arrivals. 

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
nassia@citizensrw.org
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“Nearly 85 per cent of all the refugees and asylum seekers 
who have arrived in Europe landed in Greece since January 
2015” as noted by the United Nations (UN). 
Struggling to cope with the crisis the EU increased border 
controls, introduced the Operation Triton by Frontex and took 
measures against human smuggling and trafficking by also 
launching the Operation Sophia, officially known as the 
European Union Naval Force Mediterranean (EUNAVFOR 
Med). But is this enough? Until now, the EU has failed to 
respond collectively to the ongoing crisis and thousands 
have lost their lives trying to find a safe passage to Europe. 
Unwilling to share responsibility, many EU member states 
imposed harsher border restrictions by raising fences and 
closing their borders with neighboring countries, 
discriminated refugees and immigrants based solely on their 
nationality and discouraged their arrival. 

“We are coming from the war to another war” said a 
Syrian man after clashes  surged on the Greece-
FYROM border when FYROM decided the closure of its 
borders leaving thousands destitute and stranded in 
Greece (Al Jazeera, 2016)

Earlier on March, Turkey signed a deal with the EU that came 
into effect after 20 of March. Based on this agreement, 
Greece will send back to Turkey migrants and refugees in 
exchange for financial aid and “lifting the visa requirements 
for Turkish citizens at the latest by the end of June 
2016” (Press release 144/16, 18/03/2016)

The agreement between Turkey and the EU has raised 
high human rights and humanitarian concerns and it is 
against EU and international human rights laws and most 
importantly against the principle of non refoulement as it is 
guaranteed in article 33 of the 1951 Refugee Convention.  

“No Contracting State shall expel or return (‘refouler’) a 
refugee in any manner whatsoever to the frontiers of 
territories where his life or freedom would be threatened 
on account of his race, religion, nationality, membership of 
a particular social or political opinion” (Article 33 (1), 1951 
Refugee Convention)    

Even though some consider that this ongoing crisis is an 
outside burden and Europe has its own internal matters to 
deal with, the truth is that the crisis is now indeed a 
European matter and each one of us could become an 
immigrant or a refugee! The EU has to share 
responsibility, has to offer a safe passage to migrants, 
refugees and asylum seekers and respect the rights of 
refugees and immigrants in accordance with its 
international and European legal obligations.

European 
Refugee & 
Immigrant 
Crisis: Still 

Unresolved

By Athanasia Zagorianou 
CRW Researcher & Content 

Editor of ‘Citizens Voices’ 

Image Credits: Ioannis Alexandrakis 
Ritsona Refugee Camp, Chalkida, Greece
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Greece:
Ongoing crackdown 

on civil society 
providing 

humanitarian 
assistance to migrants 

and asylum seekers

GRE 001 / 0416 / OBS 036
Judicial harassment / Threats

Restrictions to freedom of association
Greece, April 27, 2016

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a joint 
programme of the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT) and the 

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), has received new information 
and requests your urgent intervention in the following situation in Greece. 

Description of the situation:
The Observatory has been informed by reliable sources about the ongoing crackdown on 
civil society actors providing humanitarian assistance to migrants and asylum seekers 
arriving in the Greek islands, even including judicial harassment against several groups 
and NGOs acting to protect migrants' rights, of Team Humanity Denmark.
According to the information received, on January 14, 2016, Mr. Salam Kamal-Aldeen, 
Iraqi-Moldavian citizen living in Denmark who volunteers at Team Humanity Denmark, 
Mr. Mohammad Abbassi, a Danish volunteer at Team Humanity Denmark and Messrs. 
Manuel Blanco, José Enrique and Julio Latorre, three Spanish volunteers at the NGO 
“Professional Emergency Aid” (PROEM-AID) were arrested by the Hellenic Coast Guard 
(HCG) during a rescue operation, on charges of “violations of the migration and weapons’ 
law”. The HCG searched and confiscated their boat, along with its rescue equipment and 
Mr. Aldeen’s cell phone. The five volunteers were arrested and detained in a police cell, 
without being informed of their rights, without being provided with any interpretation nor 
any possibility of communicating with their embassies. The same day, the five were 
brought handcuffed before the Prosecutor and Investigating Magistrate at the Mytilene 
Courthouse. They were informed that they were given two days to prepare their defence 
and brought back to custody in a police station. On January 16, Mr. Aldeen was again 
brought before the Investigating Magistrate to provide his defence statement, and was 
further questioned. After hearing the defence statement, the Investigating Magistrate 
and the Prosecutor jointly agreed to release him under the following conditions: a) a 
prohibition to leave the country, b) the obligation to report weekly to the police station of 
his residence and c) a bail of 10,000 Euros to be paid within one month. The four other 
activists were released on the same day on a bail of 5,000 Euros. The five defendants face 
charges of up to ten years of imprisonment. Though Mr. Aldeen has challenged the 
preventive measures, at the time of publication of this appeal, he remained under the 
aforementioned restrictions pending the end of the investigation.
Moreover, during the month of February, in the Idomeni border area between Greece and 
Macedonia, more than 60 volunteers from several countries (i.e. Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, Austria, Spain, U.K., Czech Republic), operating within the framework of 
Aid Delivery Mission (ADM), were subjected to verbal harassment by the police, including 
threats of arrest, and an arbitrary house search by armed policemen and trained dogs 
without a mandate and no further explanations on the reasons. During that search, 
nothing illegal was found. On April 12, 2016 three activists from the NGOs Shorba Crew 
and ADM on their way to serve at a tea tent were brought to the Evzoni police station by 
the special police anti-criminality unit (OPKE) and no information was given to them on 
the reason for their arrest. Their car was searched, they were bodily searched (a female 
member of the group was forced to take off her clothes), and were asked to provide their 
biometric data (fingerprints and photographs).  -Click for more information-

Image Credits: Salaam Aldeem

Actions requested:
Please write to the authorities in Greece, urging them to:
i. Guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psychological integrity of Mr. 
Salam Kamal-Aldeen and other activists, as well as of all human rights defenders 
and humanitarian activists in the country;
ii. Put an end to all acts of harassment - including at the judicial level - against Mr. 
Salam Kamal-Aldeen and other volunteers, including members of ADM, as well as 
against all human rights defenders in Greece so that they are able to carry out their 
work without hindrances;
iii. Undertake a thorough, impartial and transparent disciplinary and criminal 
investigation into reported acts of violations of human rights defenders’ procedural 
rights, in order to identify all those responsible, bring them before a competent, 
independent and impartial tribunal and prosecute them according to the law;
iv. Repeal the joint Ministerial Decision on registration and state control of NGOs 
and volunteers, and Article 96 of the Law 4368/16 in order to put its legislation in 
line with international human rights standards ratified by Greece;
v. Conform with the provisions of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, 
adopted by the General Assembly of the UN on December 9, 1998, especially:
Article 1, which states that “everyone has the right, individually and in association 
with others, to promote and to strive for the protection and realisation of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international levels”; and
Article 12.2, which provides that “"the State shall take all necessary measures to 
ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in 
association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de 
jure adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence 
of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration”;
vi. More generally, ensure in all circumstances the respect for human rights & 
fundamental freedoms in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights & international and regional human rights instruments ratified by Greece.

Addresses:
· Prime Minister of Greece, Mr. Alexis Tsipras, Email: mail@primeminister.gr
· Alternate Minister of Immigration Policy of Greece, Mr. Giannis Mouzalas, Fax: 
+30 213 136 4418, Email: gram.anaplypourgou@ypes.gr
· Alternate Minister for Citizens Protection of Greece, Mr. Nikolaos Toskas, Fax: +30 
210 692 9764, Email: minister@mopocp.gov.gr
· Deputy Permanent Representative of Greece, Mr. Ioannis Tsaousis, First 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Greece to the United Nations in Geneva, 
Switzerland, Fax: +41 22 732 21 50; Email: grdel.gva@mfa.gr
· Ambassador of Greece, H.E. Eleftheria Galathianaki, Embassy of Greece in 
Brussels, Belgium, Fax: (+32) 2 545 5585, Email: gremb.bru@mfa.gr
· Permanent Representative of Greece, H.E. Papastavrou Andreas, Permanent 
Representation to the European Union (EU), Fax: +32 2 5515651, 5127912
Email: mea.bruxelles@rp-greece.be

Please also write to the diplomatic mission or embassy of Greece in your 
respective country.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
http://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/greece/2016/04/d23733/
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Youth and 
Violence in 

Sierra Leone: 
The Future of 

a Nation 
Coming from 

Dust

By Amidu Kalokoh  
Centre for Development 

& Security Analysis 
(Research Assistant)

Sierra Leone has gone through turbulent moments in her history, with 
the brutal civil war (1991 – 2002) which marked the climax of nurtured 
grievances and political instability, resulting to the death of thousands of 
people whiles millions were displaced. During this period, youths (18–
35 years) were both perpetrators and victims of human rights violations. It 
is observed that it has been a dual role which youths had become 
accustomed to during the post-independence era when they 
became both the abusers and the abused. They were the 
instruments of oppression, acting as vicious thugs to influence the 
outcomes of elections and to putdown anti-government 
demonstrations; they have greatly struggled to find its rightful place in 
the society (TRC Report, 2004). According to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission Report, experiences of the youths during 
the war have disrupted their lives and traumatised them. As a result, 
many are currently moving without direction, unable to access 
education or employment. Some are arguably disillusioned with their 
environment they are desperately seeking a way out and would 
readily resort to violence.

The post war era saw the formulation and implementation of 
various development programmes aimed at moving the 
country from conundrum; hence security, justice and public sector 
reforms among others are laudable ventures. In all these, the 
youths are considered pivotal. It is reported that over 70 percent of the 
country’s population are under the age 30 constituting a third of the 
country’s citizens, making Sierra Leone a country of young people and 
one that can only move forward relying on their energy, resilience and 
creativity for national development (Revised Youth Policy, 2014).
In line with this, the Government has developed a number of youth 
policies and programmes such as establishing a youth ministry, 
youth commission and presidential youth aide to design and 
champion youth affairs programmes across the country in line 
with the Revised National Youth Policy 2014. The purposes of 
these policies and institutions are commendable; and have 
benefited individuals and communities across Sierra Leone to some 
extent, with a good number of youths taking leadership roles in nation 
building supported by government and individuals. On the contrary, it is 
discouraging to know that the current trend of many youth posture is 
arguably undermining national development.

 It seems to me that the purposes of policies and programmes have 
not yield expected outcome as behavior and attitude of youths 
posing serious threat to national security and development. 
Many youths have reverted to violence, forming themselves 
into well-known groups of gangs and cliques, causing mayhem across 
cities and towns. Their activities range from violent attacks on 
individuals and residences they perceived opposed to their 
activities; disrupting sporting activities such as football matches 
and athletics competitions; musical shows; and political rallies among 
others. Some of these incidents have resulted to death and serious 
causalities which often result to police action. In some cases police 
intervention is meted with violent confrontations from these gangs 
and often led to arrests. 

Even schools and tertiary institutions which are known to be 
agents of change have become breeding grounds for youth 
hooliganism. There is fear that these groups could be easily 
manipulated by influential individuals or groups for their selfish 
gains. The brutal war started just in such a form with serious 
youth radicalization especially at the Fourah Bay College, 
University of Sierra Leone, in which students are presently 
divided along ideological lines with varying support from the 
wider political realm.
Part of the problem of youth violence has been poor 
reintegration programmes since many child soldiers were not 
properly reintegrated with their families, some of them are 
finding it difficult to cope with civic demands of society. They 
should have been monitored to see that they acclimatized well. 
Unemployment has been a contributing factor to the problem 
which the government is grappling with. One would argue that 
many youths are unemployable considering that they lack the 
necessary skills required for the job market; however a good 
number of employable youths are without jobs. Unemployment 
figures in Sierra Leone tend to downplay the problem of 
underdevelopment and poverty which are widespread among 
the youths in the country. Youth chances of getting paid jobs are 
lesser as compare to those above the youth bracket (Sierra 
Leone Youth Report, 2012). These set of people could be 
easily manipulated by influential people and peer groups to 
engage in violence.
Poor attitude of youths is also noteworthy. Some youths could 
not take up developmental initiatives themselves, but rather 
depend on readily made opportunities. A significant number of 
them are members of the ghettos, taking alcohol and drugs 
such as palm wine, marijuana and tranquilizers. It is observed 
that drugs and alcohol make young people more likely to 
result to violence and commit crimes, especially as they 
usually take drugs out of frustration (Restless Development, 
2012). The government should expand its measures on 
improving human development index with priority to 
empowerment and living standard of youths by designing 
more working policies and strategies that concentrate not 
only on public sector but also the private sector to provide 
youth with space.
In addition, youth should equally take responsibility of being 
peaceful and developmentally oriented individuals. They should 
take advantage of whatever opportunities provided them.
Finally, achieving sustainable development in Sierra Leone 
strongly depends on an elderly community which is determine 
to provide young people the opportunities to develop and 
take leadership roles and a viable youth population that is 
willing to listen, learn and determined to take the country 
forward. 

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
http://www.citizensrw.org/
http://issueswithoutborders.com/archives/1497
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Skype is 
no solution 

- we need face-
to-face services
for refugees in 

Greece

My name is Rania Ali and I am from Raqqa, Syria. I am 20 
years old. I used to study business back in Syria but when 
ISIS took over our city my family had no choice but to leave. 
Because we are Kurdish as well we faced more trouble.

Now I am In Idomeni camp in Greece with my husband. 
Since the borders closed we have been living in a tent in the 
mud, rain and sun for over one and a half months. Life is 
becoming a normal hell, frustrations are rising as my 
husband and I lose hope.

Refugees in Greece have only three options to continue their 
lives beyond camps: to apply for asylum in Greece, to apply 
for family reunification or for relocation to another country 
in the EU if they want us. And all three options can only 
begin with an appointment made by a Skype call, and only 
for one hour per week for some languages.

My husband and I want to apply for relocation to another 
country in Europe to escape from this situation. I have tried 
to call the Skype Asylum service for 20 days with no answer. 
For us refugees here in Greece, our lives are reduced to a 
routine of sleeping and waiting. Waiting in line for food, to 
go to the bathroom, to charge our phones, and waiting on 
hold for a Skype call that is never picked up. Our lives are 
stuck in limbo.
Waiting on-hold is frustrating, but when your life depends 
on the call?

For people living in camps with limited access to electricity, 
smart phones, computers, or internet, this is a cruel and 
senseless procedure. If it is our right to claim Asylum, then 
why are there such impossible barriers to do so?

If my husband and I can finally apply for relocation, we will 
still have to wait many months for decisions about our future 
to be made - a future that is no longer in our hands. But at 
the very least let us begin the wait now with some certainty - 
that we won´t be stuck in camps in Greece forever.

We demand that the responsible politicians here in 
Greece, with access to the resources of the EU, take 
immediate action:
We need you to replace the failed system of only being 
able to make asylum appointments to the Greek 
Asylum Office with a Skype call that is never picked up 
with a face-to-face service in the refugee camps here in 
Greece.
Because the longer we wait in this limbo, the more 
desperate people become. The more people will die or 
disappear with smugglers, or even commit suicide, 
and the more shame all of Europe should feel for 
leaving 50,000 of us here with no options besides a 
Skype call that is never picked up.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
https://www.change.org/p/skype-is-no-solution-we-need-face-to-face-services-for-refugees-in-greece-livesonhold
https://www.change.org/p/skype-is-no-solution-we-need-face-to-face-services-for-refugees-in-greece-livesonhold
https://www.change.org/p/skype-is-no-solution-we-need-face-to-face-services-for-refugees-in-greece-livesonhold
https://www.change.org/p/skype-is-no-solution-we-need-face-to-face-services-for-refugees-in-greece-livesonhold
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TOGO'S 
SOCIAL 
CRISIS

By Sara Benceković
MSc in Social Anthropology at 

the University of Oxford. 

Togo’s history testifies of continuous shifts in West African 
political and economic organization, as a consequence of changing 
agents of power on the stage of global geopolitics. Foremost, Togo’s 
territory has seen centuries-long immigration waves of various African 
tribes, which resulted in high diversity and cultural hybridization among 
the territory’s population. 

Starting with the 16th century slave trade, moreover, Togo has 
been introduced and subjected to the Euro-otherness, under whose 
whip the country has been ever since. The colonial superpowers have 
been shifting in their control over the area  after its initial status as a 
German colony, Togo has been overtaken by Britain and, 
later, France.  Cold War politics have placed Togo in strategically 
important position for the Western allies, as Togo was the only pro-
Western country in West Africa. Thus, Togo was enriched through 
the plentiful Western aid, which fuelled the longest dictatorship in 
Africa’s history  the 38 years long Eyadéma’s rule. The dictatorship, 
moreover, was not coincidentally West-supported regime when we 
look at the matter from the economic perspective as well. 
As Piot writes, “Dictatorships are businesses’ best friends” and 
Western countries, with France at the forefront, have long held 
interest in investing in Togo. The dictatorship allowed investment by 
manipulating local cultural meanings and, thus, eliminating cultural 
barriers to capitalist activity. Eyadéma’s “politics of the belly,” 
through which he supplied rural authorities, the chieftancy, with 
generous financial means in exchange for the villagers’ political 
support, stands for one such example of capitalist politics manipulating 
local cultural signifiers for its own benefit. Eyadéma’s deaths ended 
Togo’s dictatorship era.  What is, however, even more significant 
about the Eyadéma’s death is that it signified a dramatic change in 
the imaginaries on place of Togo in the contemporary world. 
Indeed, the contemporary moment in Togolese history is 
marked by the startling personal and cultural rejection of the past, 
as well as the fanatical preoccupation with future. Proust 
provides a compelling remark, which potentially unravels the 
Togolese people’s renunciation of the past, by saying, “Remembrance 
of things past is not necessarily the remembrance of things as they 
were”. Indeed, although Togolese local has already been for centuries 
intertwined with the global, the newly emerging narratives, 
oftentimes, see Togolese culture as antithetical to modernity and 
development. In words of one Togolese pastor, “It is pagan beliefs 
that are the cause of Africa’s poverty today”. These beliefs distort the 
social memory by denying the reality of centuries-long colonial 
exploitation and corrupt regime, based on the alliance between the 
dictator and the Western powers, as factors that had an impact on 
the African economic and political devastation.
Tradition-blaming narratives and beliefs feed the collective fantasy of 
the better future, as well as the bold evacuation of everything familiar 
for the commitment to the uncertain and risky world to come. To 
exemplify, in 2004, out of six million Togolese in total, one million of 
them played the U.S. visa lottery, in a hope of acquiring a new life 
beyond Togo. This “quest for exile” not only changes lifestyles of the 
few winners, but modifies large aspects of the Togolese social. More 
specifically, as the U.S. formulates specific criteria applicants ought to 
satisfy in order to obtain the U.S. green card, Togolese subjects 
reconstitute themselves in regards to the U.S. guidelines. 

Particular examples include the reconstitution of Togolese kinship, as applicants 
enter marriages with a goal of increasing their chances to obtain the visa, as well 
as the economic practices developed around the visa application process, such as 
forging marriage documents, photographs, or starting an apprenticeship in the 
professions desired by the US. Such disorientation of Togolese lives, moreover, 
results in erosion & misusage of traditional meanings & associations, what 
Lefebvre calls the “decline of referentials”. For these practices to be accepted 
without resistance but with internalized joy, new instruments of power have 
appeared to subject & discipline the new Togolese citizen-subjects. Although the 
death of the dictator liberated Togoleses from the national governance, they have 
now become subjected to the transnational governance & never more powerful, 
international agencies & institutions. Indeed, the post-Cold War years have seen 
the crumbling of the old Togolese authoritarian structures & the country’s 
opening-up to new agents of power. The significance of this moment is in the end 
of the nation-state’s mediation between the local & the global, & the subsequent 
reconstitution of the country’s people as bearers of translocal identities. An 
example of such phenomenon is seen in the massive rejection of the local religious 
practices, & an impetus to enter the global community of Christ, by joining the 
world-wide present Pentecostal Church. What is more, the notions of “human 
rights,” “democracy” & “choice” have come to resonate with people, as the once 
centralized state h&ed down the power to an autonomous individual. Indeed, 
neoliberalism horizontalizes the power; it scatters & diffuses the political among 
the people. This state of affairs Piot calls the “postnational” governmentality, as 
the governance occurs without the government. Subjects self-govern, but are also 
governed by variety of NGOs. NGOs act as a new source of biopolitics, as they 
dictate new sets of social, political & economic relations, new discourses & 
imaginaries, & new ways of navigating the social life. These institutions transform 
what means to be Togolese at this point in time. Unlike preceding international 
interventions, contemporary international institutions appeal to every individual, 
rather than merely those at the top of the hierarchy. As they represent private, 
non-national interests, their intervention targets some layers of population, yet 
not the others, according to agendas driven from far away. Indeed, the 
transnational non-governmental institutions decide whom they will help, & who 
will be left to the poverty & misfortune. These institutions also decide on the form 
of help, often immaterial aimed at cultural modernization of the populace. These 
actors claim to compensate for the gap left by the retreating state, thus doing 
work that once belonged under the state’s jurisdiction, however, not only are they 
aiding the state, but colonizing its subjects. These conditions are the signifiers of 
Togo losing the control over its population  state structures disintegrate, services 
are contracted to private organizations, state presence subsist on a mere 
spectacle, whereas the enclosures & borders become porous to foreign agents. 
Indeed, these conditions suggest the disappearance of the state in the moment of 
globalization. It is an apocalyptic undoing of the Togolese social order, & citizens 
question viability of their futures. Togolese speak of violent & chaotic decay, the 
tragic prophecy of modernity & the affective nervousness of the current moment 
of the global in Togo.
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Persistent 
Resilience: 

The Ugandan 
LGBTI 

Community’s 
Fight For Non-
Discriminatory 

Healthcare

ByAustin Bryan 
Research Assistant at Sexual 
Minorities Uganda (SMUG) 

As of July 2015, Uganda along with seventy one other countries and 
5 sub-national jurisdictions have laws criminalizing homosexuality. 
This type of institutionalized homophobia not only effects social 
and economic issues by increasing unemployment rates, 
family banishment, harassment, and stigma; it also increases 
the HIV prevalence. Homophobic and transphobic laws which 
criminalize people’s lives does not rid countries of LGBT persons, 
but instead pushes their communities further underground. This in-
turn makes it harder for heath workers to access one of the 
populations most at risk for contracting HIV/AIDS. 
In Uganda the Crane Survey (2009), one of the only studies on MSM 
(men who have sex with men) and HIV/AIDS in the country, found 
that the overall HIV prevalence was 13.7% for men who have sex 
with men, nearly two times higher than the national prevalence rate 
of 7.3%. However, the rate was even higher among MSM greater 
than 25 years of age at 22.4%, when compared to MSM aged 
18–24 years, who were at only 3.9%. The study also found that 
those who had been exposed to homophobic abuse (either verbally, 
sexually, or physically), were significantly more likely to be infected 
with the disease. For sexual and gender minorities with a “visible” 
sexual or gender identity, verbal, physical, and sexual abuse is often 
the highest. This is frequently the case for transgender persons, yet 
there has been little focus (if any) on the prevalence of HIV/AIDS 
among transgender persons. Further, Uganda’s HIV prevalence 
rate has been on the rise since 2005, unlike almost every other 
country in the world. Over the past five years Uganda’s rate has 
increased from 6.4 to 7.3%.  It is clear that continuing to 
discriminate against sexual and gender minorities will only 
make this figure increase. To ever eliminate HIV/AIDS, Uganda will 
have to reach some of the most at risk populations for contracting 
the disease, and that must include sexual and gender minorities. 
Recognizing sexual and gender minorities—especially MSMs—as a 
“key population” in HIV/AIDS programming alongside other 
subgroups, such as sex-workers, fisher-folk, migrant workers, etc. is 
critical to effectively combating the spread of the disease. Such 
groups have been identified internationally to need specific healthcare 
strategies and preventive measures to mitigate their risk of 
contracting HIV. Reducing their risk would subsequently reduce the 
wider societies’ exposure to the virus. Possibly the best example of 
this are MSM who also engage in sex with women. These MSM, often 
pay for sex from sex-workers while also maintaining sexual 
relationships with heterosexual women (often within the construct 
of marriage). Therefore, decreasing the amount of unprotected 
sex among MSM would in turn decrease the HIV prevalence 
among women who engage in sex with MSM, either 
knowingly or unknowingly. Because of the social and political 
climate in Uganda there is often disruption of access to health 
services, including harassment by police at health facilities. 

Perhaps the most notable case of this occurred when the Ugandan Police 
Force raided the Walter Reed Project, a project funded by the USAID, 
which offered services to all Ugandans with a specific focus on LGBTI 
individuals.  Consequently, the US Embassy decided to shut down the 
project, and thirty of the clinic’s HIV-positive clients, were evicted from 
their homes and were left (at least temporarily) without access to 
anti-retroviral medication. 
When LGBTI persons seek services at health clinics and reveal their 
sexual orientation or gender identity they are often met with 
prejudice, bias, and discrimination by both the healthcare workers and 
peer clients. Discriminatory healthcare services are perhaps one of the 
most frequent human rights abuses against sexual and gender 
minorities in Uganda. However, the normalization of this 
discrimination makes the abuses difficult to track. Often when 
violations do occur, sexual and gender minorities fear reporting it 
because of the exposure they will receive in their community or family 
from seeking retributions could “out them” — a stake too high to risk. 
However, SMUG was able to document 264 cases of human rights 
abuses across the country toward Ugandan sexual and gender 
minorities. 
It’s ironic—to say the least—that the same arguments, stigma, and 
discrimination toward LGBT persons living with HIV were the 
same arrogance used to persecute people living with HIV in the 
beginning of the epidemic. While the Ugandan government has failed 
to adequately (or at all) address this growing problem, the world has 
watched African LGBT activists across the continent take matters into 
their own hands. In the context of Uganda, LGBT activists have created 
over 30 organizations across the country with the goal of contributing to 
civil society and fight for the human rights of LGBT persons. Many of 
these organizations, like Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), “Come 
Out Post Test Club”, and Rainbow Health Foundation, operate with 
a focus on accessing non-discriminatory HIV services for sexual and 
gender minorities. 
Further, LGBT activists have created workshops across the country to 
combat lack of awareness among health personal. The health-care 
sensitizing campaigns combat stigma, and demystify the lives of sexual 
and gender minorities in a safe space. Although often starting out hostile 
and resistant the participants by the end of the workshop lead by sexual 
and gender minority activists leave with a better understanding of LGBT 
human rights. One activist told me: 
“We don’t blame them when they ask you an offensive question,” an 
LGBT activist from Kampala, Uganda told me. They are just uneducated. 
‘So you are standing there — are you wearing pampers?’ They will 
ask you that! But we just explain to them. They really want to know.”

The work for LGBT human rights is challenging, dangerous, understaffed, 
and underfunded—but due to the hard work of local activists, against all 
odds the fight continues—and that is extremely important not to 
disregard.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
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Status of women

By Nazia Amin
BRAC University (LLB) 

Southeast University (LL.M)

The status of women in the society is a very 
important issue to discuss. Considering that women are often 
viewed as the weaker gender and are often mistreated, the 
importance of this issue is increasing day by day. Even though 
the status of women has improved over the years in many 
aspects (e.g. education etc.), there is still work to be done. 
Several laws and Acts have been passed in favor of women 
but those are not strongly enforced. Many reported cases 
and incidents of torture on women can be found in 
law reports and newspapers of various countries.

In the past, women were not allowed to move freely in the 
society. Girls from poor families were not permitted to go to 
school and receive education because their parents considered it 
a waste of money and in the end, their activities were mainly 
limited to household duties and nothing else. 

Upper and middle class women used to receive some sort of 
education. Some did not continue study after the SSC exam, 
some got married after HSC exam and for others their 
husband or their in-laws did not agree to continue their studies. 
It was unusual for a woman to work in an office or any other 
places outside her home. Even though a woman was educated, 
she could not work. Instead her activities were limited to 
household duties. After some years, the things have been 
changed. The females started to be properly educated with 
support of families. The societies also started to accept 
women in various professions like doctor, engineer, lawyer, 
scientist, pilot and many more. Though women had 
educational and working opportunities, there was still 
problem in case of them. The problem was that they did not 
get rid of the pressure of household works. The working 
women were often ill treated by their husbands and in-laws 
because of irregularity in the household duties like proper 
cooking, serving everyone in the family, look after 
children etc. 

For this reason, the number of professional/working women was 
very small. Some parents did not want their unmarried 
daughters to be involved in jobs because of fear of torture 
after marriage.

In the present period, there is no doubt that the women have many 
kinds of achievements. They can work side by side with men and earn 
money. They are not only well educated and rich women whose 
condition is like this but also the less educated women and women in 
village areas as there are too many posts or professions to get 
involved. Even the female students do part time jobs beside study. 
Women are participating in political activities. But still it cannot be 
said that the status of women is fully improved or in satisfactory 
condition. The violence and torture against women are not 
permanently removed from societies. 
The number of violence is more than achievements. In a report of 
Human Rights Organization ‘Odhikar’, it is mentioned that in 
Bangladesh, 1,257 women are murdered, 348 are tortured, 243 
women committed suicide for dowry, 526 women are victims of acid 
attack, 1,876 women are raped and almost 216 women are sexually 
harassed from the year 2005 to 2010. In the US, a woman is raped in 
every 6 minutes and a woman battered in every 1 seconds. In North 
Africa, 6,000 women are genitally mutilated each day. Women are 
sold into sexual slavery in China in a year and the number of such 
women is more than 15,000. In India, more than 7,000 women are 
murdered by their in-laws for failure to take dowries. Beside this, a 
girl is sexually harassed in every 26 minutes and a woman is raped in 
every 34 minutes in this country. All these information reflect that the 
safety of women is not properly ensured in the societies. Newspapers 
publish several news on rape and torture on women every year. The 
most highlighted news is the rape of a young girl during travelling by 
bus in India. A married woman got blind as a result of torture by her 
husband in Bangladesh. This news took place in many newspapers 
and magazines.
Various kinds of Acts, Conventions and organizations are available in 
support of tortured women. Some of them are Nari o Shishu Nirjatan 
Domon Ain, 2000 (in Bangladesh), Acid  Crime Prevention Act, 2002 
(in Bangladesh), Bangladesh Women Lawyers Association (BWLA), 
The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (VDPA), UN 
General Assembly and The Convention for the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).
The picture of the societies of several countries proves that the Acts, 
Conventions and organizations are not successful in providing safe 
environment to females. Either these should be strongly enforced or 
should be amended/ratified. It is already discussed that women in 
modern period have all kinds of legal rights except safe environment. 
Protection of right to life and personal liberty is one of the 
fundamental rights of human being. So, the person who violates such 
right should get extreme punishment.
The institutions of law must come forward to improve the overall 
status of women. Women do not need any soft corner from society 
but need equal sense of honor to live.   
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Human Rights 
In A So Called 

"Bloody" 
Region: 

What Can 
We Do?

By Fabián Villeda Corona 
Lawyer .

Central American Technological University.  
Currently working on a project advising local 

schools on the Legal consequences of bullying .

Central America has been regarded by the International 
Community as one of the most violent regions in the world. 
Corruption, drug trafficking, deaths and criminal gangs, are all 
terms very well known by Central American people. We've been 
dealing with these problems for quite a while. For some of them, 
it has become part of their everyday life. 
All these issues are closely related to all sorts of human rights 
violations suffered by the community members. But how can we 
get to have our rights respected if we do not know them well 
enough?

Based on my very own experience, when I taught human rights 
to a group of young people with few or inexistent schooling and 
most of them without work experience; during a program 
sponsored by USAID and the Central American Technological 
University (UNITEC, Honduras), I was shocked when I realized 
that the majority of the students were not aware of their rights. 
As I said, some of them did have some kind of formal education, 
and I was very surprised that even they had no further 
knowledge on the subject. Based on this, I decided to conduct a 
survey with the students. It was a medium size group (about 200 
people) but quite enough to get a broad view regarding the 
knowledge on human rights of the Honduran population. Around 
80 % of the students did not know that rights such as "right to 
work", "right to health", "right to leisure", "right to education" 
were all recognized by our Constitution. 

What does it means to have a right recognized by a Constitution? 
It means that the State has to put all its efforts (that is its power 
conferred by the Constitution itself) to protect and grant those 
rights to the population and once protected and granted, to 
improve those rights whenever is possible.

Yet, one cannot expect that countries like those of the Central 
American region can have their rights respected if the population 
ignores the existence of those rights. I have strong reasons to 
believe that the lack of knowledge of these rights is extended to 
the entire region, as we share not only our very rich natural 
resources but our socioeconomic issues are quite similar.

This takes us to an important subject: education. The more 
educated a nation is, the more developed it will be, which 
translates into a guaranteed fulfillment of every individual’s 
rights. 

Having said that, I totally agree that is responsibility of the 
Government to offer an education based on the principles of 
quality and advanced, up to date, pedagogical systems. 
Nonetheless, what is a Nation? 

According to the doctrine, a Nation is the combination of three 
(or four for some academics) elements, that is: Territory, Power 
and Population (and/or Law). Central America has its territory. 
We have our governments (do we?) and we are part of that 
population.

 It is not rare to hear people’s complaints, such as "what is the 
government doing?" but it is also about time to start asking 
"what are we, the population -one of the three elements of the 
Nation- doing?

It is mandatory for all governments to play the game in a fair 
way, but as we now know, every nation is also its population 
and it is time for the people to do something.
Let's share our knowledge with others. Let's be part of a 
multiplier effect. As we do, more individuals will be able to fight 
for their rights. It is our responsibility too. The society is not a 
group of individuals but the sum of them. 

As for the region, the SICA (Central American Integration 
System) needs to be more than a retreat place to former 
Presidents so they can still get a paycheck. 

It has to be a real police maker institution for the entire Central 
American region, an institution that has real power, so the 
region can be regarded as a strong one. Let's take a look to the 
European Union, but let's try to learn of their mistakes too. As 
we have more problems, we should also seek for more 
innovative opportunities to solve them. 

This is the right time to do so. Let's try to build a strong society 
with a strong political system based on the promotion and 
protection of Human Rights, a real one.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
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Activists' reports In many poor countries around the world, and mostly in West 
Africa, many of people have no documents, not necessarily 
because they are discriminated by the domestic law on 
nationality, but often because they don’t see the point of having 
documents. 

Some individuals, do not need documents for any purpose, 
while others consider that those documents are costly in time 
and money to obtain. As documents are often put to use for 
travels or public services, they become useless for he or she 
who never intends to travel or to enjoy any public service. 
For instance, identity documents are not required for someone 
who remains entirely in the informal sector in a remote village 
or a transhumant pastoralist who moves from one area to 
another. In some poor countries such as Benin, Guinea, Liberia…
where all births are not registered, children grow up and 
may become adults without any identity papers. They even 
enter school without birth certificate. 

The first point of need is often when a child needs to take an 
exam for basic diploma, but if the responsible parents/
guardians are too poor and can’t send their children to 
school, then what is the need for birth registration? 
In some circumstances, many children drop out for lack of 
documents. So those people who have never enter school 
or who prematurely drop out for lack of documents 
become adults and often remain in informal sector all their life. 
Let’s say that most of these individuals never heard 
what statelessness means. For instance, a man who lives in the 
same place as his ancestors on both sides of the family for 
several generations, even if he is completely undocumented up 
to that point, he doesn’t see himself as a stateless, and it is 
likely that he corrects his nationality status later in life. People 
“know who they are” and documents don’t change much. 

Despite the lack of documents, they feel a sense of belonging to 
a community, even if they don’t feel they have a stake in the 
country in which they live. They don’t care because nobody 
threats them. If the police demand money at an internal 
checkpoint, they may give it and move freely, and then an 
identity card doesn’t serve even its most basic use of proving 
their right to be present. Besides, most of them have the 
nationality right at birth, but as documents are not often issued 
at birth, they don’t see it important to take them later in life.

 For some of them, as obtaining documentation requires a journey 
to an administrative centre, a long wait to be seen and even some 
unofficial fees, they find it worthless and boring.  As a result 
they remain entirely paperless.  

But it is not the case that all these people are necessarily 
stateless as a result. Meanwhile those who are in this situation 
— and also belong to a social group generally regarded as 
marginal— certainly run the risk of statelessness.      

As for children, those abandoned babies and older children 
separated from their families often spend an undocumented 
childhood which places them at high risk of statelessness. It’s the 
same with those enlisted for Koranic education such as “Enfants 
Tablibé”  willingly entrusted to the marabouts by poor parents. 

All those children remain in national protection gap where there is 
no information related to their place of birth and their 
parents. Without such information it’s difficult if not impossible 
to establish their legal identity — even in countries where the law 
provides for the attribution of nationality to abandoned children, 
they may still encounter difficulties if their birth was not 
registered. 

The children concerned may remain invisible and undocumented 
all their childhood. This lack of documents not only renders those 
children vulnerable to (further) trafficking and exploitation, but 
also will prevent them from establishing their nationality when 
they’ll become adults: Those who are adults before they attempt 
to prove their origins and nationality may find it impossible to do 
so; or they may only succeed at great effort and cost because the 
longer it takes to establish a legal identity the more difficult it 
becomes.  

As a result, those vulnerable children who are in situations of 
difficulty, and remain completely undocumented, are thus greatly 
at risk of statelessness, even within their own country of birth. So 
later in their life they may be doomed to the same situation as 
those adults currently undocumented within their own country: 
lack of state support, lack of jobs, and loss of dignity and respect.

Undocumented 
individuals within 
their own country: 

stateless or at risk of 
statelessness?

By Jacques GBEHOU
 Human Rights Activist and 

Founder of RIGHT TO A STATE

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
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Humanity 
has been 

Challenged, 
We have to 
Respond!

Many would agree that the biggest challenge for Macedonia at 
the moment is the current Refugee Crisis. Why I decided to 
address it as world problem is because it involves many other 
countries beside Macedonia. 
After World War II, the current refugee crisis is the worst and 
largest crisis that the world has witnessed so far. Last year, 
more than one million refugees crossed the borders of Greece, 
Macedonia and other Western Balkan countries to reach the 
doors of Europe. However, many of the refugees did not 
succeed in their journey for better life. More than 4000 
refugees were reported to have died while crossing the 
Mediterranean. Others are been reported as missing. There is 
high number of refugees that ended up as victims of human 
trafficking. Those who made it to Europe, most of the time 
were endangered by climate conditions and scarcity of water 
and food. Some of them were even tortured, threatened or 
even robbed by their transporters and traffickers. 

At the beginning of 2016, the trip for many of the refugees was 
impossible because some countries, including Macedonia 
barred entries for refugees in order to reduce the migration 
flow along the Western Balkans route to the greatest possible 
extent. These countries are not to be blamed, at least not in 
this case. Most of them are small and developing countries 
that cannot help refugees because of their lack of capacity. 
While others are facing internal security and political 
challenges that makes it even more difficult in their way to 
respond the refugee crisis. As a result, most of the refugees are 
now stocked between the borders of these countries, right in 
the middle of their trip, making it impossible for them to 
continue forward or to go back. 

The decision for closing borders of these countries has 
threatened the life and the future of many refugees, while at 
the same time is increasing the security instability at the 
borders.

By Ivana Vuchkova
MA Student in Economic 

Governance & Development 
at the OSCE Academy 

in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

Stranded refugees in Almyros, Greece waiting to relocate.
Image Credits: Thalia Makri, Volos Refugee Support Group

On the other hand, governments of many countries see the 
refugee crisis as a temporary problem, while there are many 
other problems that require urgent actions and are listed as 
priorities on their agenda. I totally agree that climate change, 
unemployment, rare diseases are problems which are 
threatening the world and we have to address them urgently. 
But, can these problems be considered as more important, 
while we witness children dying every day on their way to 
hope for life? There is no point to worry at this moment for 
economy, unemployment or what kind of planet we will leave 
to future generations, if there would not be future 
generations for many of us. The world has to ultimately 
address and resolve the problem of the refugees. Countries 
have to merge their forces and respond as soon as possible to 
this challenge in a way so that the cost of life will be 
minimized and reduced. Closing borders is not a solution, but 
it can be a great reason for other problems. 

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
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URGENT HELP 
NEEDED FOR 

FAMILY 
AFFECTED BY 

CEREBRAL 
PALSY

There's a family of six. A mother, father and their four adult 
children. Their lives are as follows:
*Stare at the wall for two hours.
*Stare at the ceiling for two hours.
*Stare at the wall for two hours. Repeat ad infinitum.
All four of their children are sprawled out on the floor right now
as you read this. They all have cerebral palsy and aren't able to
get outside or do anything. They're lacking basic stimulation.
Their mother is in hospital. Their father, who is also unwell, is
doing what he can to look after them, but they're in a desperate
state. When the mother leaves hospital, he'll have to look after
her too. He's 70 years old.
There are two chaps called Shah Lalon Amin and Michael Nixon
who found them in the town of Reyhanli in Turkey, near the
Syrian border and the father welcomed them into their home,
allowing them to take photos and videos to raise awareness.
They've been working for a UK Refugee Aid Network
organisation.
The family have escaped the war in Syria, but to very little joy.
They don't have basic medical aid. They don't have enough for
living expenses in general let alone for the hoists and other
equipment to support them enough to give them some dignity
back.
Vollunteers have done brilliantly to establish a small team over
there to get them some nappies and other basic things. They're
alerting relevant Turkish charities and are mobilising a response
from every organisation they can think of that could help,
including UNHCR, who apparently don't have much of a
presence in that part of Turkey.
There's so much they can do, but all they're lacking now is the
funds.
Your donation could pay for the creams to treat their bed sores,

or contribute towards getting the hoist so they can have a
proper wash and see the outdoors for the first time in a long
time. In short, it would be absolutely transformational for this
family.
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/reyhanli

If you haven't got the means to donate, please 
share this message. 

Thank you

*Alternative donation method*
Make reference to 'Reyhanli Family' when making your payment.
Refugee Aid Network
Sort Code: 20-80-47
Account No.: 33857131
Swift BIC: BARCGB22
IBAN GB89 BARC 2080 4733 8571 31

 A family that 
escaped the war in 

Syria, needs our help!

A family that 
escaped the war 
in Syria, needs 

our help!

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/reyhanli


17Contact us:

The members of Volos Refugee Support group 
have come together with the aim to raise 
awareness over the plight of refugees and 
immigrants in Greece and offer a helping hand 
to those who need it most. Delivering us real 
messages of solidarity, the local group which is 
based in the city of Volos, Greece launched its 
action in 2015 by collecting and distributing 
thousands of food supplies and clothes to 
migrants and refugees stranded in Greece.

How can you help?
To offer food supplies, clothes, volunteering 
work or support and follow the action of Volos 
Refugee Support Group, please visit the 
following page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/769233536538723/?ref=nf_target&fref=nf 

Thank you!
Join and Take Action Now!

Volos Refugee 
Support Group 
(Greek name: Ομάδα 

Υποστήριξης Προσφύγων 
Βόλου)

Citizens Rights Watch 
(CRW) would like to 

warmly thank the Greek 
community action group, 

Volos Refugee Support 
Group (Greek name: 
Ομάδα Υποστήριξης 

Προσφύγων Βόλου) for 
the photo material it 

provided us with for our 
latest “Citizens Voices” 
Newsletter (Jan.-April. 2016). 

"Stranded migrants and refugees in Almyros, Greece waiting to relocate. 
Image Credits: Eleftheria Karasmanoglou, Volos Refugee Support Group

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
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REFUGEES 
CRISIS

WANT TO 
HELP?

USEFUL LINKS 

Questions about volunteering 
on Lesvos? 

**Visit http://www.lesvol.info/**
This includes links to key information, and 

guidelines for all members.

The purpose of this forum is to support 
independent volunteers and grassroots projects 
working in Lesvos. Please share the latest news 

from the ground, where volunteers or aid is 
needed and any relevant information affecting 

refugees in this region. 

----INFO POINT GROUPS-----

Our group has expanded and we are now covering 
different regions, please visit the following links for 

more information:

IDOMENI: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/228469170832717/?fref=ts

ATHENS: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/204202716585823/?fref=ts 

TURKEY: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/179589092412407/?fref=ts 

Thank you for all your support.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
www.bit.ly/voldoc
http://www.lesvol.info/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/228469170832717/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204202716585823/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/179589092412407/?fref=ts
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Displaced Voices, 
Forgotten 

Narratives?  
How can archives 

document, preserve 
and make accessible 
the material culture 

and first-hand 
testimonies of 

refugees through 
civic engagement?

By Paul Dudman
Archivist at the 

University of East London.
BA (Hons.) MScEcon. MCLIP, 

Archives are traditionally the backbone of a nation’s history but how has the legacy 
of migration been documented within these collections?  How can archives respond 
positively and effectively to preserve the voices and testimonies of marginalised 
communities and how can we ensure that archives enable the story of the current 
migration crisis be told?  Archives can hold the power to enable hidden voices and 
material culture to be reinterpreted, forgotten, or rediscovered by later generations 
and have the power to influence how history is written?  Indeed, there is also a 
significant question in terms of how the discipline of history itself has failed to 
engage with these invaluable narratives of migration and how this has endeavoured 
to silence these voices from the traditional historical discourse.  As argued by 
Professor Philip Marfleet, “Why have historians ignored most refugee movements 
and `silenced’ those involved? Can refugees be re-installed on the historical 
record.” (Marfleet, 2007, p. 136)*.  Does this failure of history also represent a failure 
of the archival profession to engage and preserve the voices and narratives of these 
often marginalised communities?
For over a decade, the University of East London has been host to the Refugee 
Council Archive, an invaluable source of materials dating from 1950 through to the 
present.  The Archive documents both the history of the Refugee Council as an 
organisation from its inception in 1951 through to the present but our role is also to 
attempt to document, preserve and make accessible the narratives of those who 
seek to build a new life in a foreign land.  Our challenge is therefore to attempt to 
make The Refugee Council Archive responsive to documenting the genuine voices 
and narratives of migrants and refugees, especially in light of current migration 
crisis.  
One of the questions that we keep returning to as part of this process was to 
consider whether the traditional archival materials that we collect for the Archive, 
e.g. minutes of meetings, administration files, policy documentation, government 
reports, academic papers and the like actually tell us the whole story of the 
migration experience.  One of the questions I was conscious of as an archivist was 
that even within a collection dedicated to refugee issues, it is often incredibly hard 
to actually drill down in these materials to find the actual testimonies of the 
refugees, migrants and asylum seekers.  It seemed all too easy to be able to access 
and preserve materials that talked about or for these groups, but a lot harder to 
finds their own testimonies in their own words.
We were considering these issues when, in January 2015, UEL launched its new civic 
engagement agenda and encouraged colleagues to apply for small amounts of 
funding from a newly formed Civic Engagement Fund. This seemed like a perfect 
opportunity to begin trying to engage with communities beyond the University and 
our subsequent application was accepted for the project: “Democratic Access or 
Privileged Exclusion? Civic Engagement through the Preservation and Access to 
Refugee Archives.”  In conjunction with a colleague, Dr. Rumana Hashem, from the 
UEL Centre for Migration, Refugees and Belonging (CMRB), the project sought use 
existing Archives held within the UEL Library as a basis to forge new partnerships 
between students, academics, archivists and a community groups. Our aim was to 
begin a pilot project of collection oral history recordings from both refugees, 
migrants and asylum seekers and to eventually make these accessible through our 
new project website, the Living Refugee Archive.  This we hoped would enable us to 
utilise existing archival collections at UEL as a basis to forge new partnerships 
between students, academics, activists and community groups and the foundation 
of the Living Refugee Archive on which we could then develop more intensive 
projects in the future.

From the start, this project benefited from being a collaborative outreach project 
between the UEL Archives and CMRB.  Rumana, as CMRB post-doctoral associate 
member, was able to under the collection of the oral history recordings documenting 
the narratives of refugees, asylum seekers and undocumented migrants in London. 
Between January and June 2015, we have collected five oral histories of refugees and 
undocumented migrants, conducted significant consultations with communities and 
experts in the field, held a workshop with academics, archivists students, and third 
sector activists working – both nationally and internationally- in the field, and created 
a Living Refugee Archive (http://www.uel.ac.uk/livingrefugeearchive/about/).

The project has raised important questions, such as, who accesses refugee archives? 
Are refugee archives well-represented in relation to the preservation of lived 
experience of refugees and migrants? If not, why is this? Who get excluded from 
refugee-archives, and in what ways? How could we improve access to refugee 
research archives? On 13 July 2015, in the half –day workshop at the launch event of 
the project, Paul and Rumana have presented their research outcome in which they 
discussed how Archives can be useful to the preservation of “memories” of migrants 
and refugees. They and other speakers argued that oral recording and preservation of 
lived experience of refugees and migrants are best ways in which social and political 
history of under-documented and unheard communities could be constructed. This 
has generated a discussion on how to make archives as accessible, inclusive, 
representative and democratic which was followed by breakout sessions and a 
stimulating roundtable and open-discussion between activists, academics, and 
archivists and refugee participants. The workshop has addressed ethical concerns to 
the preservation of oral histories and the showcasing of refugee narratives. 

How can archives document, preserve and make accessible the material culture and 
first-hand testimonies of refugees?  We feel the work we have undertaken so far 
highlights the need for greater usage of an oral history style methodology combined 
with greater outreach and engagement work to work with refugee and migrant 
communities to develop an ethical relationship to facilitate the preservation of their 
often invaluable life histories and narratives.   To help with this, we have also received 
an IASFM Seed Fund, from the International Association for Forced Migration Studies, 
to establish a Working Group which seeks to document and preserve original history 
of forced migration at both national and international levels. Our aim for this Working 
Group, therefore, will be to bring together researcher, academics, librarians, 
archivists, activists, advocates (i.e. NGOs, charities and community groups) who are 
either interested in the history of forced migration and related fields, or are interested 
in the care and preservation of the archival and library collections that help to 
preserve the often hidden voices of the migration journey.  

We would welcome feedback and questions on this article at: 
library-articles@uel.ac.uk. 

* (2007) “Refugees and history: why we must address the past”, in Refugee Survey 
Quarterly, Vol 26, No 3, pages 136-148.
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Since last year all we seem to watch in the news is the 
thousands of deaths of desperate refugees who flee their 
countries and cross the Mediterranean in search of a brighter 
future. More than a million of people have crossed into Europe 
in 2015 leading to the highest level of forcibly displaced people 
since World War II. 

Nonetheless, this article will explore a different kind of refugee 
crisis; one which occurred long before the media took hold of 
our lives and one which the world seems to have turned a blind 
eye at. 

I come from an island called Cyprus which has endured 
invasions and violations of fundamental rights for many 
years. Precisely, since 1974, my home country has been 
illegally occupied by the Turks and divided into two parts; 
the Greek-Cypriot part and the Turkish-Cypriot part thus 
making it the only remaining divided country in Europe since 
the fall of the Berlin wall.

Without wanting to sound like the boring history professor, in 
order to understand Cyprus’ peculiar situation for the last 42 
years, it is necessary to go many years back to when it all 
started. 

Since 1571 the population of Cyprus was composed by both 
Greeks and Turks, who identified themselves with their 
respective ‘mother’ countries yet lived peacefully together. 

In 1914 Cyprus became part of the British Empire and later, in 
1925, it became a Crown colony up until Cyprus’ independence 
in 1960. It was actually the British who promoted ethnic 
polarisation through the strategy of ‘divide et impera’, divide 
and rule. 

The Turkish were a minority in Cyprus so the British favoured 
them over the majority of Greeks leading to the latter 
campaigning against colonial power and demanding enosis 
with Greece. 

EOKA, a Cypriot nationalist organisation was formed, with the 
objective to drive the British out of the island and then integrate 
Cyprus with Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriot supported the Crown and the British used 
them to further divide the two sides and enhance polarisation. 

When Cyprus did manage to get its independence on the 16th of 
August in 1960, the Greek Cypriot majority and the Turkish 
Cypriot minority were already at the verge of civil war. Before the 
established of a unified constitution though, came the Treaty of 
Guarantee which gave Britain, Greece and Turkey a right to take 
action to re-establish independence and security had there been 
any disembodiment of the status quo in Cyprus. 

As such, the Turkish used this as as a pretext for the invasion of 
1974. The treaty also allowed the UK to retain sovereignty over 
two military bases. In other words, Cyprus had gained only a 
superficial independence. 

Following the Zurich agreement in 1959 which established 
Cyprus’ constitution, there was widespread inter-communal 
violence; the Greek Cypriots still wanted enosis with Greece and 
rejected the rights the Turkish Cypriots were given under the 
constitution and, on the other hand, the Turkish Cypriots 
demanded the partition of the island into Turkish and Greek 
portions. 

Ultimately, in 1971 EOKA B was formed which was a paramilitary 
organisation led by General Grivas who followed an ultra right-
wing nationalistic ideology whose ultimate goal was enosis with 
Greece. The organisation drafted various plans to overthrow 
President Makarios which eventually it did on July 15th 1974 with 
the help of Greece, which was under a military junta rule at that 
point. 

The tale of Cyprus: 
where political 
meddling has 

destroyed 
Cypriots’ Human Rights

By Stephania Xenophontos
Lawyer, 

LLM in International Law.
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As always, the USA had its own share to play as it was Henry 
Kissinger, the Secretary of State at that time, who gave the 
green light for Turkey’s invasion into Cyprus. 

This was because Makarios’ rule in Cyprus was not in the best 
interest of the US so even though Kissinger and the State 
Department were informed in advance of the impeding coup 
by the Greek junta in Cyprus, they did nothing to prevent it.

The coup served as a justification for the Turkish invasion on 
July 20 1974 after which followed two peace talks in Geneva 
as an attempt find a compromising solution. 

By the time the second peace talk took place on 14th August 
1974, the second Turkish invasion in Cyprus occurred on the 
same day and led to the de facto division of the island since 
40% of my home-country came under Turkish occupation.

The immediate result of the Turkish invasion in Cyprus was 
approximately 160,000 refugees (out of a 642,000 total 
population) and thousands of missing individuals who were 
either killed in Cyprus or taken as prisoners in camps in 
Turkey. 

It was only in 2007 that the UN Committee on Missing 
Persons began returning some of those people’s remains to 
their families. My country still suffers from the unidentified 
faith of so many people, teenagers as young as 15 were killed, 
thousands of Cypriots lost their wealth, there has been a total 
destruction of our cultural heritage in the northern part of 
Cyprus, 

Cypriots became refugees in their own country with no 
possibility of going back and my island is still enduring the 
consequences of a war that occurred 42 years ago. 

Massive atrocities against Cypriots’ human rights occurred and 
I am not going to argue that the Greek Cypriot side never 
harmed the Turkish Cypriots e.g. EOKA B committed a 
massacre against hundreds of Turkish Cypriots on 14th of 
August 1974. 

Nonetheless, I am a Greek Cypriot who has never stepped food 
on the north side of my country because Turkey illegally 
occupies it, my family cannot enjoy our ownership rights over 
the north which are basic human rights, my grandmother’s 
sister died a few months after the government announced her 
that her missing son was dead and the story over the Cyprus 
dispute goes on and on without any effective solution. 

Ultimately, politics and scheming has left my country at this 
devastating state. 

Turkey has committed war crimes in Cyprus which have not 
been internationally recognised yet, it still has the nerve to 
persist in forcing its way into my country. 

When will these injustices be halted? 

When will the Greek Cypriots get some peace?

The tale of Cyprus: 
where political 
meddling has 

destroyed Cypriots’ 
Human Rights

By Stephania Xenophontos
Lawyer, 

LLM in International Law.
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The 
Panama Papers

Right now, 62 people own the same wealth as 3.6 billion - 50% of the world’s population. The Panama Papers 
were leaked by a whistle-blower, and are a set of 11.5 million confidential documents that provide detailed 
information (including the identities of shareholders and directors of the companies) about more than 214,000 
offshore companies listed by Mossack Fonseca (a law firm). These documents show how rich people, including 
elected officials, hid their money. At the time of publication, the papers identified 5 then-heads of state or 
government leaders from Argentina, Iceland, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine, and the United Arab Emirates; as well as 
government officials, close relatives, and associates of many heads of government of more than 40 
countries. The British Virgin Islands was home to half of the companies exposed and Hong Kong contained 
the most affiliated banks & law firms. The Panama papers are yet another blow to the political establishment.

What has been revealed so far?

Countries with 
politicians, public 
officials or close 

associates implicated in 
the leak on April 3, 2016

• The tycoons and world leaders who built secret property empires.
• The $2bn offshore trail that leads to Vladimir Putin.
• The revelations led to the resignation of Iceland's prime minister.
• Panama Papers reveal offshore secrets of China’s red nobility.
And the list keeps getting longer and bigger as you read these lines!

But what is the lesson for the citizens of the world? That corruption in the political life knows no nationality, 
and that Taxing and Austerity measures are meant for the poor and are not applicable to the rich.
European leaders could put a stop to rich and powerful people using tax havens. Instead, they're 
running scared from powerful vested interests. Tell European leaders to put ordinary taxpayers first 
and clamp down on tax havens.  

Sign the petition: 

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
https://panamapapers.icij.org/
https://actions.sumofus.org/a/world-leaders-clamp-down-on-tax-havens-and-stop-the-abuse-of-our-tax-systems/?akid=18426.10668067.GxH6Ol&rd=1&source=fwd&t=1
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While I was looking for a full-time job relating to my 
background since I moved to England, I finally got pregnant 
one year after I married. When I made the announcement, I 
received two completely different types of messages from 
Japan and UK.

All of my friends here wished me and gave me messages to 
celebrate my pregnancy. On the other hand, friends and family 
in Japan gave me messages, saying “your career is over”, 
“you do not have to work full-time anymore” or “you wasted 
your degree.” I was very surprised at the difference between 
Japanese and other people's reactions. Obviously, this was not 
the best time to find a job, but my career or life was not over 
yet. I was wondering why Japanese people have bad images 
against maternity career although I have just lived for 25 
years. This experience drove me to research the situation 
of pregnant female workers in Japan.

In Japan, 48.7% of female workers experience maternity 
harassment.  This means that almost half of pregnant women 
have encountered some type of harassment before giving birth. I 
believe that this number is lower than the reality. I expect that 
some women do not raise their voice against this unfairness. 
Actually, when my step mother married my farther, she quit 
her job and tried to find a new position near by our house. As 
she had enough careers to prove her ability to work in a 
company, she could get an interview few days later. However, 
the interviewer asked her whether or not she has a plan to have a 
baby. 
Her answer was yes. As soon as she finished her interview, she 
got rejection because they did not want to hire a woman who 
wants a baby. She said that it was fair enough. According to 
her, it is quite normal to quite a job and become a house wife or 
part-time worker in Japan when women get pregnant, because 
it is nuisance for the employer and co-workers to keep 
working. It has been 7 years since she gave up finding a new 
job. This is not rare. It happens to many female workers.  I 
strongly believe that they should come together and take an 
action when they feel harassment. Otherwise, this situation 
will not change. 

While the ratio of women taking maternity leave has increased up to 
14 % between 2001 and 2010, the number of maternity harassment 
victims also has increased rapidly.  In addition, it is said that 
maternity harassment affects decreasing the number of children and 
boosted the late marriage, as women are afraid of having a baby. 
Also, the ratio of female managing posts is significantly low 
comparing other developed states. It shows that there strongly exists 
prejudice that women are supported to take care of a baby in a 
house after having given birth. Therefore, female workers inevitably 
chose either a career or baby. In this desperate situation, some 
employers explain that the reason why maternity harassment is 
rampant in Japan is incumbent regulations with regard to maternity 
leave. Maternity leave in Japan is up to three years unless the mother 
finds a nursery as nurseries are in constant shortage,  on the other 
hand, maternity leave in the UK is up to one year. In other countries 
including US or France, it does not seem rare to take only few weeks 
leave. That is to say, the employers insist that maternity leave in 
Japan is too long and loathe to hire a temporary new person for the 
maternity cover. This fact is influenced from Japanese labour culture 
that people work in a same company through their entire 
life. Additionally, some bosses blame taking day off because of 
the kid sickness and forced her to step down from the position.   

It is essential to gain corporation and apprehension for women 
having children from employers in order to overwhelm these issues. 
A government and organisations should provide service to support 
female workers and widely advertise it in order to be aware of 
pregnancy and maternity discrimination. They should educate all of 
civilians and emphasize never giving up. The most important thing 
is not to be quite but raise their voices against maternity harassment.

Sources: Justin McCurry “Japanese women suffer widespread 'maternity harassment' at 
work” (2015)< http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/18/japanese-women-suffer-
widespread-maternity-harassment-at-work?CMP=share_btn_fb> accessed 12March 16
  Zlata Rodionova “Half of Japanese women workers fall victim to 'maternity harassment' 
after pregnancy”< http://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/half-of-japanese-
women-workers-fall-victim-to-maternity-harassment-after-pregnancy-a6736386.html> 
accessed 13 March 16
Justin McCurry “Japanese women suffer widespread 'maternity harassment' at 
work” (2015)< http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/18/japanese-women-suffer-
widespread-maternity-harassment-at-work?CMP=share_btn_fb> accessed 12March 1
“働く女性に手厚い支援　首相「育児休業３年」表明”(2013) <http://www.nikkei.com/
article/DGXNASFS1804W_Y3A410C1EA1000/?df=2> accessed 13 March 16
“出産・育児は“迷惑”？ ～職場のマタニティー・ハラスメント～”(2013)
< http://www.nhk.or.jp/gendai/kiroku/detail02_3411_all.html> (14 March 16). 

Womens Rights, 
Reproductive 

Rights: 
Maternity Harassment

By Chiaki Tachikawa

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/kathmandu/about-this-office/singleview/
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
http://www.citizensrw.org/
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Activists' reports

TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE: 

A ROAD LESS 
TRAVELED BY 
IN A GLOBAL 

COMPETITION

By Agantaranansa Juanda 
Country Director for Indonesia 
at an International NGO that 

focuses on technology for 
citizen engagement 

(http://elva.org/). 

In September 2015, Making All Voices Count (MAVC) launched 
its third Global Innovation Competition to find the 
best ‘technology for governance’ ideas emerging across 
Africa and Asia. From hundreds of teams who submitted their 
ideas, around 30,000 public votes helped selecting the top 
50 teams. In February 2016, the best 15 teams were invited to 
attend the final week held in Accra-Ghana, which finally 
selected 9 winners of this year’s Global Innovation 
Competition (see here: http://www.makingallvoicescount.org/
news/global-innovation-competition-2016/).
Among all the winners, there was one team that took a road less 
traveled by; such as on transitional justice lane. As one of 
the representatives who pitched the idea during the final 
week of that competition in Accra, this is dedicated to the 
people of Aceh, which is a post-conflict region in Indonesia. 
This also simply means that citizens in Aceh can finally take 
part in truth-making process, especially the victims of the 
past long-lasting conflict between Indonesian Government 
and the Free Aceh Movement.
 Aceh people faced three decades of armed conflict, that 
occurred almost during the same time of the three decades of 
military dictatorship in Indonesia. It was made worse with the 
Tsunamy that hit Aceh in 2004, with over 100,000 death 
casualties and other hundreds of thousands injured. A few 
months after Tsunamy, in 2005, both parties in Aceh’s 
armed conflict finally signed a Peace Agreement. To date, 
there has never been any single truth and reconciliation 
process in Indonesian territory, let alone judicial process. It 
goes the same with Aceh, although at the time of writing of 
this article; there has been a positive signal in the past few 
months about the establishment of Aceh’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee (TRC).
Taking it to last year during 10th year commemoration of 
Peace Agreement in Aceh, the political establishment had 
not been sufficiently motivated to break the deadlock in 
transitional justice process. This project aims to generate 
a significant change of attitude and perceptions with regard to 
the issue of 

truth, reconciliation and justice by capitalizing on significant 
increases in Internet connectivity. By mixing traditional with 
highly innovative approaches to lobby, advocacy and 
awareness raising, we will facilitate a broad popular call for 
change. Even one day when the TRC has been established, 
platform created through this project will assist the 
commissioners of TRC or other human rights defenders in 
ensuring fulfillment of victims’ rights in Aceh.

We believe that truth is a prerequisite in transitional justice 
process and transitional justice can support sustainable peace. 
The notion such as ‘there is no peace without justice’ has been 
the sole reason that we chose to focus on this issue. When all 
other teams talked about development, it is a slippery business 
for us to talk in similar topic in the context of post-conflict 
situation. We needed to emphasize that truth and transitional 
justice must first be addressed, so that the trust between the 
people and the Government can be reestablished. Only then 
democratic institutions can work and support the 
development process. 

Through this project, instead of making technology 
development a challenge, we turn it into opportunity. The 
current fact is that technology and social media can greatly 
enhance local human rights defenders potential reach. 
However, these are currently underutilized. 

This project will, thus, enable local groups to change that 
dynamic by mobilizing broad public support for lasting change. 
In addition to that, the issue of transitional justice and the lack 
of meaningful action on setting up truth, reconciliation and 
justice mechanisms are important issues throughout 
Indonesia, as well as the wider region. As such, the approach 
can serve as an example to other post-conflict region not only 
in Indonesia but also in global level.

There will be no development without peace, there will be no 
peace without justice.

www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
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*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or opinion,  for the next newsletter, is

the 15th of July 2016.  Thank you!

Work with us:

OPEN CALL FOR 
APPLICATIONS 
Campaign Coordinator 
for Citizens Rights Watch.
(Voluntary (6/12 months).

Citizens Rights Watch is a new human rights INGO, working to end human rights abuses. We are 
still in the process of building up our frame of workings, and we need campaign coordinators, for 
our online campaigns. This is a voluntary position that can be 6 months or 1 year long, depending 
on our agreement. The campaigns that we work on initiating are the following:

1. Counter-terrorism;
2. Enforced disappearances;
3. Police brutality;
4. Individuals in danger;
5. Human Trafficking;
6. Torture;
7. Refugees;

8. LGBTI;
9. Women;
10. Children;
11. Fair trial;
12. Acid attacks;
13. Palestine;
14. Climate justice;

www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/newsdetails.php?id=19ca14e7ea6328a42e0eb13d585e4c22
http://www.citizensrw.org/newsdetails.php?id=1c383cd30b7c298ab50293adfecb7b18
http://www.citizensrw.org/newsdetails.php?id=37693cfc748049e45d87b8c7d8b9aacd
newsletter@citizensrw.org
newsletter@citizensrw.org
www.facebook.com/CitizensRW
www.twitter.com/CitizensRW
http://y2u.be/CXg0ta2WCFQ
www.citizensrw.org
http://www.citizensrw.org/
http://www.citizensrw.org/
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CITIZENS RIGHTS WATCH PARTNERS

http://www.globaleducationmagazine.com/ http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/ http://www.peacebrigades.org/

http://www.frontlinedefenders.org/

http://justicewomen.com/ http://www.womenonwaves.org/

http://www.teni.ie/

http://www.climateemergencyinstitute.com/

http://www.alhaq.org/
http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/

Write an article on a human rights issue and email 
it to us at: newsletter@citizensrw.org

*This is a triannual publication, the deadline for sending your article, or opinion,  for the next newsletter, is
the 15th of July 2016.  Thank you!

We support & collaborate with the following NGOs, and we are open to collaborations with any human rights organization. In solidarity!
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