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REFUGEE AND 
MIGRATION 
ARCHIVES

• The Living Refugee Archive is based at the University of 

East London’s Library at Docklands.

• Home of the Refugee Council Archive for over seventeen 

years. It facilitates accessibility to archival resources on 

the refugee and forced migration experience.

• Existing physical collections documenting responses to 

refugee situations from 1951 through to the present.

• Now contains multiple collections from NGO’s and third 

sector organisations, including oral history collections 

undertaken in collaboration with community groups.



THOSE MOST 
AFFECTED BY 
COVID-19 ARE 
OFTEN UNABLE 
TO SPEAK. 

• Who else is not being heard or listened to? Historians and archivists consider what 

needs to be done?  Take a SAFER approach!

• SUSTAINABILITY. Ensuring the collections we manage are sustainable in the medium 

to longer terms in response to external pressures (Pandemic) and institutional 

pressures (changes in focus).

• AGENCY.  Supporting communities and facilitating agency to help document and 

make accessible their own Voices. Challenging ourselves and our Collections to be 

more responsive to issues of racism and representation.

• FRAGMENTATION. Archival collecting of under-represented voices can often be 

fragmentary at best, we need to heighten our efforts in the approaches that we 

undertake in the collecting that we do, and look to develop networks and 

opportunities to help develop modes of collaboration across institutional and 

thematic boundaries. 

• ENGAGEMENT and COLLABORATION. Ensuring we look to collaborate beyond 

the walls of the academia, looking to engage with local communities, activist groups 

and third sector organisations.



LIVING REFUGEE 
ARCHIVE ONLINE 
PORTAL

• Living Refugee Archive. Established through a civic 

engagement project entitled, “Democratic Access or 

Privileged Exclusion: Civic Engagement through the 

Preservation and Access to Refugee Archives.” 

• To engage with local communities to establish a Living 

Refugee Archive and to promote and enable accessibility 

and engagement through the collection of oral histories. 

Challenges to collecting and documenting materials on 

response to the COVID-19 Pandemic

• LRA COVID-19 Collecting –Link: 

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/archives/living-

refugee-archive-covid-19-archive-share-your-story/

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/
http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/archives/living-refugee-archive-covid-19-archive-share-your-story/


ARCHIVES AND 
NARRATIVES

• Refugees are the experts of their own experience” (Hynes, 2003, 

p.1)

• Archives are home to a multitude of interacting stories, 

narratives and testimonies.  Some rise to the surface easily, 

others are hidden.

• Exploring the ethics of how can archives approach the 

documenting of the life history narratives of refugees and 

migrants?

• Ongoing civic engagement projects looking at bottom-up oral 

history approaches towards exploring the “contradictory 

narratives of transcultural encounters of refugees and 

undocumented migrants in London” (Hashem and Dudman 

(2016).





OUTREACH, ENGAGEMENT AND COLLABORATION

Locally, supporting the Wai Yin Society in Manchester through a successful Heritage 
Lottery Fund application and project to document the Chinese communities in 
Manchester.  Oral histories now deposited in UEL Archives and in Manchester.

Nationally, convenor of the Oral History Society Migration Special Interest Group; and 
co-convenor of the British Sociological Association Study Group

Internationally, co-convenor of the International Association for the Study of Forced 
Migration Working Group on the History of Forced Migration and Refugees: An 
International Working Group for Archiving and Documentation.



ARCHIVES & CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT

• “Supporting Refugees into Higher Education: A Research Hub for 

London”: A project designed to create an online resource hub of higher 

education resources for refugees and asylum seekers in the UK.  This formed 

part of our wider Erasmus+ funded OLIve (Online Learning Initiative) course.  

Link:  https://www.uel.ac.uk/schools/social-sciences/olive

• “Democratic Access or Privileged Exclusion: Civic Engagement through 

the Preservation and Access to Refugee Archives.” To engage with local 

communities to establish a Living Refugee Archive and to promote and enable 

accessibility and engagement through the collection of oral histories.  Link:  

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/

• Refugee Mental Health and Wellbeing Portal:  A project to develop an 

online resource portal specifically for Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Health and 

Social Care Professionals.  Link: 

https://www.uel.ac.uk/schools/psychology/research/refugee-mental-health-and-

wellbeing-portal

• “Performing the Archive: Living Narratives and the Politics of 

Performance.”  Working with undergraduate theatre studies students to create 

performance theatre based upon narratives discovered in the Archive.

• Tate Lives: Documenting the under-recorded community histories of the Royal 

Docks in East London (North Woolwich and Silvertown)

https://www.uel.ac.uk/schools/social-sciences/olive
http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/
https://www.uel.ac.uk/schools/psychology/research/refugee-mental-health-and-wellbeing-portal


LINKS

• Living Refugee Archives - http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/

• LRA COVID-19 Collecting -

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/archives/living-refugee-archive-covid-19-

archive-share-your-story/

• UEL Archives - https://www.uel.ac.uk/student-life/library/archive

• OHS Migration SIG - https://www.ohs.org.uk/information-for/migration/

• IASFM* Working Group on History of Forced Migration and Refugees: An 

International Working Group for Archiving and Documentation -

http://iasfm.org/adfm/

* International Association for the Study of Forced Migration.

• BSA Diaspora, Migration, Transnationalism Study Group -

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/study-groups/diaspora-migration-

transnationalism-study-group/

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/
http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/archives/living-refugee-archive-covid-19-archive-share-your-story/
https://www.uel.ac.uk/student-life/library/archive
https://www.ohs.org.uk/information-for/migration/
http://iasfm.org/adfm/
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/groups/study-groups/diaspora-migration-transnationalism-study-group/

