
Living Refugee 
Archive: Ethics of 
Digital Archiving



Background

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/

http://www.livingrefugeearchive.org/


Archives, Ethics and Lived Experiences
• Archives can play a very important role in relation to identity formation and collective 

memory.

• Archives can have a positive role to play in challenging the negative discourses on this 
issues within media and society.

• Social history and powerful political narratives are situated, memories are situated, and 
ideas about memories and identities can be challenged through oral history recording of 
contested lived experience of refugees. Complete new social history can be constructed 
with every single oral history.  

• Archives can also be a nexus of power relations where voices and narratives can be 
either heard or silenced.



Ethics of Digital Archiving

• Memories of refugees are ‘moving’, and digitalised oral history 

archives can be seen as ‘a project of human rights’  

• Ethical considerations must be paramount in the work that we do.

Importance of engendering and maintaining trust in the work that 

we do.

• Ensuring ethical approaches to how we collect and document our 

collections and how we approach representation and access, 

especially in the digital sphere, of those materials entrusted to us.

• I have a question, what does “ethical archiving” mean to you?
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